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SERAPHICK LOVE 


Tender'd to the 


IMMORTAL SOUL. 


— 


Ob jet not (Reader) 'gainſt the Titlt-Page, 
Turn o er the Leaves, obſerve, if you be ſage ; 
From whence you may find, 
If you have @ Mind, 
True LOVE tender d to your Immortal Soul, 
Which from the Guilt of Sin will make you whole; 
And from this Vale of Woe and Miſery, 


Safely convey you to Eternity. r ns ; 
Search the Scriptures, for in them ye thin k 05 hare 


Eternal Life, and they are they which t of me. 
Bleſſed is the Man that doth meditate 1 
in Wiſdom, and that reaſoneth of holy Things by 7/7 
his Underſtanding : Whoſo is wiſe will ponder theſe 
Things, and they ſhall underſtand the loving Kind“. 
neſs of the Loxp. S. John v. 39. Eccleſ. xiv. 20. 
Pal. cvii. 43. 2808 
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HONOURABLE SOCIETY 
O F 


Reformation of Manners. 


CHRISTIAN MONITORS, 


T is with more Readineſs and 
Chearfulneſs that I willingly ex- 
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Nas being afforded fo happy an Op- 
portunity of uſhering it Abroad 


its Subject, and my Intention herein: I mean, 
That there is ſuch a Society to addreſs myſelf 
'to, whole Title denotes a tender Regard for the 


Honour of Gobp and Promotion of Picty ; which 


is the only Thing I aim at by this Publication: 


And with ſo much the more Pleaſure, worthy - 


Gentlemen, doll mention your Society, by how 


much the more laudable and expedicnt ſuch Eu- 


deavours are in theſe unhappy Days, wherein 
the Meaſure of Iniquity is almoſt come to the 
Full: We can't but with inexpreſſible Sorrow 
behold the great Predominancy of Vice, and 
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how very difficult it is to. perſuade Mankind to 
be Happy; neither could we ſcarce think it 
credible, were it not evident, That. Human Na- 
ture ſhould be ſo ſtrongly bent upon its own 
Ruin, as being ſo directly contrary to its na- 
tural Inclination and End of Creation: It is 
natural for us to deſire Happineſs, but alas! we 
will be our own Chuſers, and that it is that 
brings us to Deſtruction ; we reject the Paths 
of Gop, and will not obey his Counſel, and 
hence it is, we become of all Creatures the 
moſt Miſcrable : To be inſtrumental therefore 
in reclaiming a Sinner from the Error of his 
Ways, is worthy the Concern of the greateſt Mo- 
1 ' NARCH ; and which, as it is of all other Things 
1 the moſt Noble, ſo is it alſo the moſt difficult; 
Men will hardly be perſuaded to forſake their 
Sins by Counſel, and the Mind, if it will not 
; be led, it cannot be forced to the Love of Piety; 
it may indeed be reſtrain'd from Vice, yet can- 
not be compelled to embrace Virtue : The chief 
Difficulty therefore conſiſts in making a Sinner 
ſenſible that he is in an Error, and the Danger 
attending it, if perſiſted in: He is very unwil- 
ling to hear of Mortification and the Neceſſity 
of parting with his darling Vices; this, in his 
Opinion, is to deprive him of all the Pleaſures 
of Life, which ſolely conſiſts in the Gratifica- 
tion of his ſenſual Appetites, which he is very 


unwillingly perſuaded 4% Nith, for the Sake 
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of Others which are not ſo ſenſibly perceived 
by the outward Senſes: Hence the wiſer and 
more crafty Reprobates, or Philoſophers in Sen- 
ſuality, are induced to caval at RELIGION, 
and declare againſt its Neceſſity, by denying 
a future Reckoning or the Imortality of the Soul; 
than which, there is nothing more abſurd and 
injurious to believe: But upon what Foundati- 
on is this Hypotheſis built? Verily, upon Im- 
pudence and Preſumption; they will not believe 
it; Why? Becauſe they can't comprehend it: 
But the Truth is, they will not believe it, be— 
cauſe they are unwilling to forſake their Sins: 
Whether we ſhall more properly call theſe, Ob- 
jets of Compaſſion or Cenſure, I wot not; 
certain I am, they are the worſt of Enemies to 
their own Souls, and ought carefully to be ſhun- 
ed by Others: Would it be of Service to them 
to ſhew the Abſurdity of what they boldly at- 
firm, it might caſily be done, provided Reaſon 
and Prudence may be admitted to judge of 
Things prudent or imprudent, proper or impro- 
per, which, if they deny, it would be in vain 
to reaſon. with Fools or Madmen, about Things 
neceſſary or unneceſſary, lawful or unlawful. 
I ſay then, That RELIGION denys no One the 
Pleaſures of Life; but whatſoever it prohibits; 
is prejudicial to Human Nature, and condemn- 
ed by Reaſon and Prudence ; and now, where 
ER you, is the Injury of RELIGION? 

a 2 What 
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What Happineſs therefore does the Reprobate 
gain to himſelf, by deſpiſing RELIGION? 
Yea rather, what Miſery and Sorrow does he 
Not procure? He becomes a Slave to his own 
corrupt Paſſions, which is the worſt of Drudgery 3 
and looſes the true Happineſs of whatſoever 
Things he enjoys, by expeQing to find more 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction in them than they can 
afford: He is daily. toſſed about from Place to 
Place as his evil Inclinations leads him, and al- 
ways diſappointed in his Hopes, which adds new 
Torment to his Sorrow; He is like the troubled 
Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt out 
Mire and Dirt; there is no Peace faith my 
Gov, fo the Wicked: Nothing anſwers his Ex- 
pectation, neither could the whole World make 
him Happy, any more than it can his Maſter, 
Satan, whom he ſerves. I ask therefore once 


more: What does a Perſon gain by being an In- 


Fidel? Or what does he looſe by being a Be- 
liever? Since he is hereby deprived of nothing 
but what Reaſon and Diſcretion prohibites, and 
enjoys the true Pleaſures of Life, by conſider- 
ing what is to be expected from them, and how 
they are to be usd:; I would rather ſay there- 
fore; What does a Perſon not gain by being 
a Chriſtian? And what does he not looſe by 
being an Atheiſt? The One looks for a State 
of Immortality Hereafter, where, F there be 


ones he ſhall live and ee for ever; but if 


1 there 
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there be none; yet if he don't receive conſide- 
rable Joy, even from the very Hope of ſuch a 
State, which it has a natural Tendency to cauſe, 
at leaſt, he has loſt nothing by believing it, and 
living correſpondent thereto ; but the Other, 7 
mean the Atheiſt, has no Hope beyond the 
Grave; an Eternal Annihilation is his Depend- 
ance; in which, if he ſhould be deceiv'd, alas! 
he is loſt and undone for ever; Eternal Miſery 
is his Portion, and Everlaſting Torments the 
_ Reward of his Infidelity : Therefore, upon a bare 
Suppoſition of an Exiſtance Hereafter, and fu- 
turc Rewards and Puniſhments, as the different 
Portions of the Righteous and the Wicked; 
Reaſon and Prudence would require us always 
ſo to live, as to prepare for the One, and pro- 
vide againſt the Other; and the bare Proba- 
bility or Poſſibility of theſe Things, is a ſuffi- 
cient Argument hereto, Therefore, 


If there be a HRA VRN, it is worthy to be ſought ; 
But if none, yet HEAVEN is a pleaſant Theught; 
While Hell with Horror our Minds doth fill, 

How we with Care from thence may be pre ſerv'd ſtill, 


Thus we ſee the great Folly and Danger of re- 
jecting and deſpiſing RELIGION] which al- 
ſo has a natural Tendency to make Men rebel- 
lious and diſobedient to the Laws of the Land: 
For, from whence proceeds the vile and moſt 
odious Cuſtom of Prophane Swearing and Curſ- 
05 ing, 
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ing, moſt ſhocking to be heard, ſo very common in 
theſe Days, but from a Contempt of the Law pro- 
hibiting it? So likewiſe, the Licenſe of ſelling 
Mackarel upon the Sabbath, how vilely is it 
abus'd! for can we ſuppoſe that it was ever intend- 
ed by the Lawgzver, That the LorD's Day ſhould 
be thus ſhamefully prophaned by the carrying and 1 
crying Fiſh about the whole Day ? Diſturbing the 
Congregation in Time of Divine Service and Ser- 
mon, both Morning and Afternoon, with their 
Bawling and Noiſe, as I myſelf have heard them! 
Surely, this is a very groſs Abuſe of the per- 
miſive Law, and no leſs a Prophanation of the 
Sabbath, and therefore moſt juſtly deſerves to 
be duly puniſhed: What Diſpoſition can we 
ſuppoſe, they muſt have to Piety or Obedience 
to Gov's Commands in keeping the Sabbath 
Holy; while their Thoughts Poly taken up 
about Buying and Selling ? Profit and Gain? 
A Practice this, horrible to be thought upon in 
a Chriſtian Country; That the Sabbath ſhould 
be made a Market Day to Sell and get Gain! 
This is indeed to labour for the Meat which pe- 
riſheth, at the Expence of looſing that which 
is Eternal. Neither do I think their Crime to 
be much inferior who encourage them by their 
Cuſtom, to go on in their Practice, which other- 
| wiſe would be prevented, becauſe, - were there 
no Buyers, there could be no Sellers : O wretch- 
ed Minds of Human Nature, no Wickedneſs is 
a ſo 
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ſo great, but mects with Encouragement ! and 
by having a little Indulgence given it, preſent- 
ly degenerates into Abuſe, and increaſes to a 
grievous Crime: Neither is there any Compa- 
riſon between the Neceſlity of crying Mackarel 
about upon the Sabbath and Mill, as ſome have 
objected: Mercy to the Brute Beaſts requires 
that they ſhould be milk'd, and Human Neceſ- 
ſity commands it, for Babes muſt be fed with 
Mill: But in what Reſpect does Fiſh ſerve to 
this Purpoſe? Can't the Want of it be endured 
for one Day at leaſt? How then is it for almoſt 
the whole Year ? But if the Neceſſity thereof 
muſt needs be pleaded for, as permitted by Law, 
how is it that the Morning 1s not thought ſuf- 
ficient hereto, as intended by the Law-giver 
why i is the whole Day imply d herein? Neglect- 
ing their Church and Duty to Go p, directly 
contrary to the Intention of that Law, and 
tends much to the Scandal of Chriſtianity : But 
the true Cauſe of this Sin, as well as Others 
ſo much abounding among us, proceeds from a 
Want of Piety, or a due Senſe of our Duty to 
GOD: Chriſtianity has loſt its Spirit and Vigour, 
and no One ſeeks to defend her Cauſe againſt 
the Enemy; which is an Unhappineſs that can't 
be roo much lamented: Should we take a com- 
parative View of the Primitive Age of Chriſti- 
anity with our own; Good GOD] what an 
amazing Alteration ſhould we find! Chriſtiani- 

| ty 
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ty then conſiſted in Practice, but now in Pre- 
cept, or rather, in Name: They had the Power 
of Godlineſs, but we the Shadow; Theirs was 
Practical, Ours is Speculative; Surely then, it is not 
without juſt Reaſon that our CHURCH wilhes, 
That the ancient Diſcipline and Picty might be 
reſtored her again, when Chriſtianity appeared 
in its due Luſtre; of which let us here take a 
ſummary View, and we ſhall be the better able 
to judge how far we are fallen from the Piety 
once practiſed by the Saints: Their greateſt 
Care, I mean, the Primitive Chriſtians, . was 
To fear GOD and keep his Commandments : 
Holineſs was their Ornament, and the Love of 
Virtue, their Crown of Rejoycing: They were 


like People that had their Portion in Heaven, and 


thither their Thoughts were continually bent : 
Their Pomp lay all in Piety, and their Bravery, 
in making their Souls rich in Faith, and beau- 
tiful in good Works: They thought, That where 
ſo much Coſt, Time, and Pains, was beſtowed 
upon the outward Man, the Inward was in Dan- 
ger of being too much neglefed ; therefore 
their chief Care was to provide the Cloathing 
of Holineſs for their Souls; and Men were el- 


teemed Great in Proportion to their Improve 


ment in Piety and good Works: This preſent 
Life was the leaſt Thing they minded, while 
Eternity and future Happineſs was continually 

in their View ; yet not negligent of Induſtry, 
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they were always ready to communicate to 


Others of the Profit of their Labours: Their 
Words were few, yet expreſſive of many Things, 
and their Thoughts were Noble and Great: 
Heaven was the Subject of their Meditation, and 
how to obtain a Crown of Glory, their chief 
Delight; The Name, CHRISTIAN, was always 


charming to them; and in this lovely Title, 


all their Diſtinctions and Degrees of Honour 
was levelled: CHRIST was ALL in All to 
them, and that they were Chriſtians, was that 
wherein they triumph'd above all other Digni- 
ties whatſoever: O how were they delighted 
beyond Expreſſion, at the glorious Name, the 
Name of the Cxucirixo Jesus! His Sufferings 
and Death raiſed their Souls beyond the Bounds 
of this World, and filled them with unſpeak- 
able Love and Admiration : His Paſſion and Cru— 
cifiction, was their aſtoniſhing Amazement, and 
how to copy after his noble Example, was their 
principal Care and Diligence; by this, they 


| learn'd to deſpiſe the World, with the vain 


Pomp and Glory thereof, and counted all Things 
but Droſs and Dung for the excellent Know- 


| ledge of JESUS CHRIST, and Him Crucified. 


Death was a pleaſing Subject to them, they eſ- 
teemed it as a kind Companion that would re- 


leaſe them out of Priſon, and ſet them at Reſt; 
Nothing pleaſed them better, than the Thoughts 
of leaving this World, as being to them the 


b Beginning 
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Beginning of Etcrnal Joy : The Holy Sacrament 
they daily receiv'd, as the principal Food to 
nouriſh them up to immortal Life: The Sab- 
baths they obſerv'd with all Reverence accord- 
ing to the Commandment ; and their Meals 
were mixt with heavenly Diſcourſes, about the 
Supper of the La MB which taketh away the 
Sins of the World, longing after that glorious 
Day, when they ſhould eat Bread in the King- 
dom of Gop; O happy Time, when they ſhould 
enter into the Society of the Bleſs'd, and ſing 
eternal Hallclujahs to the King Immortal ! The 
Afflictions of this World, they bore with all 
Patience and Chearfulneſs, and the more gre- 
vious they were, fo much the greater was their 
Hope that they would prove Meſſengers of Peace 
to them, by haſtening them forward in their 
Journey to the heavenly Zeruſa/em : The more 
they were perſecuted, the greater was thcir Joy, 
as haſtening ſo much the faſter to their Crown 
of Glory and Haven of eternal Reſt, Their Hoſ- 
'pitality was loving and kind towards all ; and a 


Chriſtian Stranger they always eſteemed as a Bro- 


ther; who, altho' they had never ſeen before, 
yet they preſently knew him to be of their So- 
"ciety and one of their Brethren in the Loxp; this 
"appear'd by Reaſon of his Behaviour and Car- 
riage, his Aſpect and Demeanor, which be— 
ſpeak ſomething Noble and Divine to be in his 


Mind. Thus they lived, ſo as always to be pre- 


pared 
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pared for Death, and ready to lay down their 


Lives for their Maſter's Honour: When Neceſ- 
ſity required, they haſtened with Meekneſs and 
Joy to the Place of their Martyrdom, and with- 


out expreſſing any Impatience or Fear, readily 


ſubmitted themſelves into the Hands of their 


Executioners; teſtifying their inward Tranquility, 
by their Viſage and Smiles of their Counte- 
nance; with Eyes lifted up towards Heaven, view- 


ing there by Faith, the Glory they were haſten- 


ing to enjoy; thus they deliver'd up their Souls 
to Gob, with Prayers for their Murderers. If 
any were impriſoned for CHRIS T's Sake, they 
never wanted the Aſſiſtance of others, or con- 
ſolatory Advice, to relieve and comfort them 
in their Diſtreſs, and ſtrengthen their Faith and 
Confidence in God: No Place or Dungeon, 
how dark or loathſome ſoever, could reſtrain 
their Congreſiion or coming to them; and be- 
ing come, O! how ſweetly did they Comfort 
them under their Affliction, and chear them in 
their Diſtreſs ! Their Diſcourſe was all Conſo- 
lotary and Divine: Heaven was their Subject; 
CHRIST and his Sufferings their Meditation; 
and eternal Joy, the Treaſure they encouraged 
each other patiently to wait for: Pſalms and 
Hymns, were their Songs of Mirth; and the Ce- 
lebration of the Holy EUcaarisT, the Tokens of 
their Love and Unanimity : Thus they comfort- 


ed and ſtrengthened the Afflicted againſt human 


b 2 Frailty, 
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Frailty, and made them more willing embrace 
Death than the Offers of Life: Poverty, how much 
ſocver the Fears of it oppreſs'd others, driving them 
toDitperation, and Deſtruction, nothing concern'd 
them, they were not ſolicitous about the Things 
of this World, but had learn'd to be content 
in any Station of Life, and well knew by Ex- 
perience, That Man liV'd not by Bread alone, 
but by the Power of GOD: They conſidered 
that they had no continuing City here; but 
ſaught One to come, eternal in the Heavens 
there it was they laid up all their Treaſure, well 
knowing, That they ſhould reap the Fruits there- 
of in aue Seaſon : To be ſolicitous about laying up 
much Goods for many Years in this World, they 
thought was very unbecoming a Chriſtian, who 
is commanded by the Sacred Scripture, to ſet 
his Aﬀettions on Things Above, not on Things 
on the Earth; and that Man's Life conſiſteth 
not in the Abundance of the Things of this 
World, But having Food and Raiment, we 
ſhould be therewith Content ; and take up our 
Croſs, and follow CHRIST : They were will- 
ing to forſake all for his Sake, having Regard 
to the Promiſe of obtaining far greater Riches, 
than any this World could afford : Thus 
was their Care to provide for Futurity, while 
they eſteem'd this World as an Inn, wherein 
there Continuance would be but as it were for 
a Moment in Reſpect to the Eternity they long'd 
after; 
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The DEDICATION. xiil 
after : They eſteem'd gaudy and pompous 
Apparel, as utterly Unneceſlary ; and abhored 
uſing many adventitious Ornaments, as Patching, 
Painting, and the like; which they eſteem'd 
greatly ſinful, as accuſing Go of ImperfeQion ' 
in his Workmanſhip: We are not, ſays Ter- 
tullian, © To ſeek after Neetneſs and Finery 
© beyond what is ſimple and ſufficient, and what 
1, t pleaſes Gop :” And, ſays, St. Cyprian, To 
| © be over Neat, is to reform what Go has 
© formed; and to disfigure that Body which 
© he has made after his own Image:“ That 
ſuch has Cauſe to Fear, leait at the dreadful 
Day of Judgment, that G op ſhould reject them 
for being diſcontented with his Workmanſhip ; 
and divide them their Portion with Satan, whoſe 2 
evil Spirit, the Spirit of Pride, they have hearken- 
ed to, in being over trim and neat, and ſeeking 
to make themſelves more beautiful by Painting 
and Patching, &c. than they naturally were: 
They thought it was moſtly becoming Chriſtians 
to be content with what Go p in his infinite 
Wiſdom thought proper to give them, and not 
ſtudy to invent an adulterate Beauty, which even 
to chaſt Perſons, oft- times proves the Cauſe of 
their Ruin: Therefore, Tertullian, adviſes, 
« That Chriſtians ſhould cloath themſelves with 
e the Silks of Honeſty, the fine Veſtures of Piety, 
« and the Purple of Modeſty ;” for theſe are 


the Ornaments which are truly beautiful, and 
renders 
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renders a Perſon acceptable in the Eyes of Gon. 
They were careful about nothing more than 
how to keep a Conſcience Void of Offence to- 
wards Gop and Man; their Beauty conſiſted 
in the Vertues of the Mind; 4 meek and quiet 
Spirit, they knew, was of great Prize in the 
Sight of GOD. They carcfully avoided what. 
ſoever might infuſe Vanity into their Minds, or 
damp their Zeal to RELIGION: Decency 
was their Rule ; Modeſty, the Standard of their 
Behaviour; and how to improve in Holineſs, 
and make themſelves fit for the Wedding of the 
LAMB, was their chiefeſt Care and Diligence: 
Without firſt approaching God, they attempt- 
ed nothing; well knowing that whatſocver 
they undertook could not proſper without his 
Bleſſing: They diſpis'd the Contempt of the 
World, and rejoyced to ſuffer Shame and Re— ö 
proach for CHRIST's Sake: They valued the 
Things of the World, no futther than as they 
were neceſſary for the Conveniences of human 
Life, well knowing that they could not ſerve 
GOD and Mammon To be in the World and- 
not of the World, was their Motto; and to be 
other Men than they ſeem'd to be, was the Thing 
they chiefly gloried in, loving the Praiſe of GOD, 
more than ihe Praiſe of Men: The holy Scrip- 
. tures was their daily Delight, which they ſo fre- 
quently ſtudicd, as to tranſcribe them into their 
Memories, whereby they had a preſent Remedy 
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to fly to upon all Occaſions: Their greateſt Am- 
bition was to exceed cach other in Piety and 
good Works, and ſtrove about nothing more 
than to make others eternally happy with them- 
ſelves. 

Tavs was their Behaviour, thus their Car- 
riage. and Deportment, wherewith they amazed 
the unbelieving World, and ſtirred up the Fury 
of Satan againſt them; for no ſooner did their 
Numbers increaſe, but their Enemies were allo 
increas d: Satan ſtirs up his uttermoſt Force, 
and exaſperates the Minds of Kings and Em- 
perors againſt them: But, alas! what could the 
Arm of Fleſh do againſt the Power of Gop? 
They feared not thoſe which could only kill 
the Body, but eſteemed it their Duty to obey 
Gop rather than Man; therefore they deſpiſed 
all their Inſtruments of Cruelty, and the more 
they were afflicted, even ſo much the more 
they encreas'd : Their Racks, Flames, Gibbets, 
Grid-irons, Cauldrons, Boiling Oil, Lyons, Bears, 
Wild Bulls, or whatſoever elſe the Malice of 
Satan or the Power of Men could invent to 
afflit them with, were all inſufficient to over- 
come them, they patiently indured the Pain, 
and deſpiſed the Shame, and in all theſe Things 
became more than Conquerors through CHRIST, 
who loved them : They overcame Death by a 
Deſire of Death, and were more willing to die 
than their Executioners were to ſuffer them: 

And 
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And the greater the Effuſion of Blood ſhed by 
their Deaths, the more Converts it gain'd to 
Chriſtianity ; and thoſe who perſecuted to Death 
Chriſtians To-day, To-morrow became Martyrs 
to its Faith : Thus the Blood of the Martyrs be- 
came the Seed of the Church, and with irre- 
ſiſtable Force triumph'd over Sin and Death, and 
ſo powerfully influenced Mankind to embrace 
Chriſtianity, that in fine, Kings and Emperors 
themſelyes patiently ſubmitted to the Yoke of 
Car1srT, and were content to take up their Croſs 
and follow him: Thus Chriſtianity prevailed 
over its Enemies, againſt Fire and Sword, by no 
other Weapons than Conſtancy, perſuaſive Ar- 
guments, Prayer, and Meekneſs : Theſe were its 
Arms of Defence, and with theſe it overcame : 
its moſt invincible Enemies, and ſpread over 
the whole World. 

Thus, Gentlemen, from this ſhort View of Chri- 
ſtianity in its proper Luſtre, we can't but greatly 
admire its wonderful Beauty and Excellence, 
and the natural Tendency it has to make Life 
happy, when influenced by its Precepts : It re- 
quires the Extirpation of Malice, Injury and 
Ilnature, and exhorts that all ſhould live and 
love as Brethren, ſeeking to promote each other's 
Happineſs and Wellfare, as was the Practice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and ſhould be oblerved 
by the preſent Age: But, alas! how are we fal- 
len from the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints! 

| how 
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how are we ſunk into wretched Careleſſneſs 
and cold Indifferency in Chri/tzanity / No one 
can be unſenſible of this, that takes a compa- 
rative View of the preſent, and truly Chriſtian 
Ape paſt: And Jou, O CHRISTIAN MONITORS, 
would you again rcſtore it to its former Luſtre? 
Truly the Enterprize is as noble as it would be 
| bencficial, could it be effected; for Virtue brings 
with it its own Reward, and mightily conduces 
to make Life happy : Proceed therefore with 
Courage and Perſeverance in this Great and 
Noble Work, wherein much Pains and Dili- 
gence is abſolutely neceſſary, which requires 
you to be more circumſpect, and call in to 
your Aſliſtance all the Helps you can, in order 
for Succeſs : Mine, Divine Grace aſſiſting me, 
I readily promiſe ſhall never be wanting to the 
uttermoſt of my Power ; and may Gop grant 
us Succeſs herein; the Event is dubious, and 
can't be foreſeen, for Men will hardly be per- 
ſuaded to be happy; and care not for believing 
this moſt aſſured Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
That they thas have done Good, ſhall go into 
Life Everlaſting ; but they that have done Eil 
into Everlaſting Fire: They can't conceive it 
to be conſiſtant with infinite Mercy, to puniſh 
a few Years Sinning with Everlaſting Torments, 
forgetting that infinite Juſtice requires infinite 
Puniſhment for infinite Sinning ; for ſuch is the 
impenitent Sinncr's Caſe ; he dies at Enmity 
OO with 
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with Gop in his Mind, which is very greatly 
increas'd as ſoon as the Soul is abſent from the 
Body, by the Torment that immediately ſeizes 
it: For even a good Man, when gricvouſly af- 
del, is very apt to murmur ,and complain 
againſt GoD, and inſtead of repenting for Sins 
paſt, to add thereto under Afflictions; hoc 
then can the Wicked repent when ſeized with 


the horrible Pain of Hell Torments? No, this 
increaſes his Enmity with Gob ſo much the more 


and fills him with Rage, and horrible Curſes and 
Blaſphemies againſt the Divine Majeſty, and like 
the Devil himſelf, only wants Power of de- 
throning him; thus he goes on to Sin zu In- 
Sit, and therefore is juſtly deſerving to be 
puniſhed Eternally : Heaven | it ſelf would be a 
Hell to ſuch a miſerable Wretch, becauſe the 
Happineſs of that glorious Place, conſiſts in lov- 
ing GoD, and being in his Preſence, beholding 
his wonderful Perfection and Beauty; but what 
Happineſs could this afford ſuch as are at Enmi- 
ty with him, and is grieved ſo much the more 
by being near him? Hence then it naturally fol- 
lows, that the Puniſhment of the Wicked mult 
be Eternal, except they could repent in Hell, 
_ Which is impoſlible for the Reaſons before 
mentioned, and which indeed is the only thing 
to be done; a Reconciliation is to be made by a 
ſpeedy and due Repentance here, between him and — 
his God, before he goes hence and is no more ſeen: 
Whilſt 
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Whilſt he is in this World, there may be hopes; 
but when he is gone, it will then bein yain to call 
to the Hills and Mountains for Shelter, againſt 
the Diving MaJjestY who ſhall have none for 
themſelves, when Go p ſhall ariſe to Judgment; 
and then alſo, how earneſtly ſoevet a Drop of 
Water ſhall be deſired to cool their ſcorching 
Tongue, the fad Inſtrument, alas, of their miſe- 
rable Condition by Lies and Blaſphemies, yer 
this alſo ſhall be deny'd : Their Eyes, fo frequent- 
ly heretofore inflam'd with filthy Luſt, will be 
ſcorch'd with the Flames of unquenchable Fire 
to all Eternity : Their Hands and Feet that was 
wont frequently torun into Eviland ſhed innocent 
Blood, ſhall then be bound in the Chains of Dark- 
neſs, never more to be loosd again; and every 
Member of the Body ſhall be puniſh'd with inex- 
preſſible Pain and eternal Torments: This is the 
unhappy Conſequence of Sin; this, the hercaf- 
ter Reward of Lewdneſs and Debauchery ; which 
even in this World is not without its Marks of 
Infamy : For, it effeminates the Mind, debilitates 
the Strength, and- makes a Perſon greatly con- 
temptible, how honourable ſoever he is in Dig- 

nity and Power ; while Virtue on the other 
Hand, has the direct contrary Effect; for it 
makes the Mind noble and great; the King and 
Prince immortally beloved; the Rulers and 

Nobles, renown'd for good Actions; the great 
Scholar, famous in his Generation; the Tradeſ- 
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man, beloved! in his Buſineſs, and even beſtows 
Honour upon a Beggar, and crowns a Man here- 
after with Glory and Immortality : Thus is the 
Reward of Virtue, and thus the Puniſhment of 
Vice: Wherefore, O ChRISTIAN MoNniToRs, 
let me exhort once more, that we ſtrive with 
all our Might to reconcile Man to his Eternal 
Intereſt, and perſuade him to be happy, by for- 
ſaking his Sins, and conſidering thoſe Things 
which belong unto his Peace: Eternal Miſery 
is of a wakening and melancholy Conſidera- 
tion ; and we can't but weep and lament for 
thoſe who will not be perſuaded to mourn for 
themſelves; and they are truly Objects of our 
Compaſſion, who have none for themſelves; 
let us therefore be daily ſolicitous to the Throne 
of Grace for them, that if poſſible they may be 
converted from the Error of their Ways and live 
for ever: How greatly will it turn to their Shame 
and Confuſion, when at the Day of Judgment 
they hear Satan thus expreſſing himſelf: Lok p, 
Behold theſe my Servants; I was not buffetted, ſpit 
upon, ſcourg d, and crucified for them as thou waſt, 
and yet they willingly obey'd me, and rejected thee, 
therefore they are mine by Right of Choice, and 
ſhall remain with me for ever: O therefore, 
That they would be wiſe, reflect upon theſe Things, 
and conſider their latter End : Which that you, 
GENTL EME N, may be the happy Inſtruments, 
under God, of procuring and bringing many to 
_ Righteouſneſs 
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Righteouſneſs and Salvation: I earneſtly be- 
ſeech the ALMIGHTY to aſſiſt and proſper 
you in your Undertakings: May he bleſs you 
with Succeſs, and keep you from all Evil; may 
he make his Face to ſhine upon you, and give 
you Peace and Proſperity in all Things; may he 
lift up his Countenance upon you, and make 
you happy here, and hereafter to eternal Ages: 
This, worthy Gentlemen, is moſt carneſtly de- 
ſired and prayed for by your Well-wiſher in the 
Lok p, and humble Servant in CHR IST, 


PHILOMATHES NH PHILALETHES. 


The AuTaor's PRAYER. 


cc 
(4 


Immortal Go p, King Eternal! the ſole 
Creator of all Things, and Judge of 


all Men; who haſt made Heaven and Earth 
by Thy mighty Power and ſtretched out Arm, 


« and there is nothing too hard for Thee; won- 
e derful art Thou in Thy Works, and infinite in 
Thy Goodneſs; without whom to live, is Death, 
and to die, is Miſery and Eternal Woe ; merci- 
fully therefore, hear the Prayer of Thy Servant, 
« O Lomb, hearken to my Requeſt, and grant me 
ce the Thing that I long for; Thou knoweſt my 
« Weakneſs, that without Thee I can do no- 
thing acceptable in Thy Sight: O therefore, 
leave me not to mine own Ways, O Gopl 
beſeech Thee, but let Thy Word be a Lamp 
& unto my Feet, and a Light unto my Paths; 

and 
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and ſocontinually dire& me by Thy Grace and 


Holy Spirit, that in all my Thoughts, Words, 
and Works, I may daily ſeek to promote Thy 
Honour, and the Happineſs of my Fellow 
Creatures: I give Thee humble Thanks, O 
merciful GoD, for Thy Mercies hitherto be- 
ſtowed upon me; beſeeching Thee to accept 
of my Deſire of pleaſing Thee, and promoting 
the Good of my Fellow Creatures: Bleſs my 
Endeavours already undertaken for this Pur- 
poſe; and ſanctify them, O Loxo Ibeſeech Thee 
to their Uſe and Benefit, and the Promotion of 
Thy Honour: Grant that they with me, and 1 
with them; may above all Things ſcek Thy 
Honour and Glory, by living according to Thy 
Commands, who art the Source and Fountain 
of all Perfection and Happineſs. 

«© THOU knoweſt the Iniquities of this Na- 


tion, OLoRD, how we have forſaken Thy 
Ways, and turned our Feet from Thy Teſtimo- 


nies ; therefore are our Tranſgreſſions multi- 
plied upon us, and our Sins teſtify againſt us: 
Yet, O Gop Omnipotent, Almighty and moſt 
merciful Father, caſt us not away from thy Fa- 
vour, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from us? 
Correct us, but with Mercy, not in Thine An- 
ger leſt Thou bring us to nothing. We have 


& ſinned and done very wickedly, yea, we have 
2 tranſgreſs d more and more ; yet, O Gop, 
5 Thou art our Father, Thou our Protector and 
** Deliverer; Thou ſparcſt when we deſerve 
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Puniſhment, and in Judgment remembers Mer- 
cy; becauſe Thou knoweſt whereof we are 
made, and remembers that we are but Duſt ; 
O ſpare us ſtill, gracious Lo RD Gov, and 
according to Thy great Mercy, think Thou up- 
on us for good, and give us the Light of Thy 
Countenance,that we may ſee our own W retch- 


edneſs, and be made ſenſible of the dange- 
gerous Conſequence of our Sins, which are mul- 


tiplyed againſt Thee: O therefore, let a due Re- 
flection upon the Zeal and Sincerity where with 
paſt Ages have loved and ſerved Thee, O 
LokD, ſink deep into our Souls, and produce in 
us the ſame good Diſpolition as was in them, 
that ſo, we may no longer continue dead in 
our Sins, but liveunto Thee, O Lorp, our Gop, 
who art our Father and Author of our Being : 

Be merciful unto us therefore, gracious LokD, 
be merciful unto Thy People, whom Thou haſt 
redeem'd with Thy moſt precious Blood, and 
be not Angry with us for ever; but turn Thou 
us, O good Loxo, ſo ſhall we be turned, be 
favourable unto us, and we ſhall live; Look 
mercifully upon the low Eſtate of Thy Church, 
and ſend into our Hearts the Light of Thy 
Grace, that we may be cleans'd from all our 


Pollutions, and ſerve thee with a perfect Mind; 


ſo ſhall we become Thy peculiar People, zea- 
lous of good Works. 


„ AND Thou, O merciful Go», who delight- 


eth not in the Death of a Sinner, but that 
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all ſhould repent and be ſaved : Graciouſly heat 
my Prayer for the whole Race of Mankind ; 
grant that Thy Ways may be knownunto them» 
thy ſaving Health among all Nations ; have 
Mercy, O Loxp, I humbly beſcech Thee, upon 
all Zews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, and take 
from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and 
Contempt of Thy Word and Commandment, 
and ſo fetch them home, bleſſed LorD, to Thy 
Flock, that they may be ſaved among the Rem- 
nant of the true {/rae/:tes, and be made one 
Fold under one Shepherd, JEsus CuRIST, the 
Righteous: And Thou, O Lo R D, who art the 
only Comforter of the Afflicted, and Phyſician 
of the Sick, I beſeech thee, look upon all thoſe 
who are any Ways afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, 


Body, or Eſtate : Support the Weak, heal the 


Sick, relieve the Needy, ſuccour the Oppreſſed, 
bind up the Broken-hearted, ſpeak Peace and 
Comfort to the dying Penitent ; ſute Thy Mer- 
cies, O LoRD, according to the various Needs 
or Neceſſities of us Thy Servants, and grant 


that theſe ſhorr Afflictions, may duly effect 
our Minds towards Thee, to prepare us for Thy 


Mercy and gracious Reception into Thy hea- 
venly Kingdom, there to live and be happy 


with Thee, O Go, the Father, Son, and Ho- 
* ly Ghoſt, to eternal Ages, 


Amen. 
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HA ſayeſt thou now, RR ADA Haſt 
thou well conſidered thy moſt deplo- 
#3 rable Condition unto which Sin has 
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for ever doom'd thee? Can you dwell 


WYZZ72 with everlaſting Burnings ? Are you 
able to endure the endleſs Flames of unquenchable 
Fire? Awakening Words! What do they mean? 
O Sinner! Don't you know what they mean ? 
Thy State is miſerable indeed; what? Are you 
ſuch a Stranger to yourſelf, and ignorant of your 
own Condition? Have you lived hitherto like an 
irrational Animal without any Thoughts about Fu- 
turity ? It is now then high Time to know thyſelf, 
and conſider that thou haft an Immortal Soul ex- 
poſed ro everlaſting Ruin; Ol dreadful Sentence! Why 
Was it ſo decreed ? It a a Puniſhment upon Sin. 


we 


* 


, 
, 
a" oo 


4 2 


* 


2 . SERAPHICK LOVE. 
Know therefore, and conſider it well in thine Heart, 
That in the Beginning GO-D created the Heaven and 
the Earth: In the Heaven He placed Immortal bleſt 
Spirits, Angels of divers Ranks and Orders, to re- 
main with Him for ever upon Condition of their 
Obedience; but Rebellion gained Admittance among 
them, and as many as embraced it, were caſt in- 
ro a Lake of Eternal Torments, miſerable and un- 
done for ever: The Earth alſo He repleniſhed 
with great Variety of Workmanſhip, worthy their 
great CrREaTOR'S Wiſdom for Beauty and Comli- 
neſs; but the chiefeſt and moſt noble of all, was 
Man ; whom He created after His own Image, and 
conſtituted him Lord over all: Great was his Beauty 
and Structure, and as great the Perfection of his 
Happineſs ; he was in perfect Unity with the Al- 
M1GHTY, and deſigned for eternal Life without ſee- 
ing Death. Yer Obedience was required, and Death 
was pronounced upon Tranſgreſſion of the Cove- 
nant, which alas! laſted not long, but Diſobedi- 
ence was found in him alſo, and brought Death 
into Paradiſe! The Supreme of the Apoſtate An- 
gels, now the Devil ; who had brought Damnation 
upon himfelf and Others in Heaven by Rebellion, 
found Means alſo of bringing Deſtruction upon the 
Earth, and caſt that noble Creature, Man, out of 
Paradiſe : Thus Sin and Death came into the World, 
bringing Deſtruction upon the Earth, which leads 
the Way to everlaſting Torments: Since then as 
you are the 'Off-ſpring of the firſt Sinner, Adam, 
upon whom Death was pronounced for Diſobedi- 
ence; What elſe can you expect but Death alſo, yea, 
Death and Eternal Damnation? Now therefore, that 
the Cauſe is known why you are thus ſubject to 
Mifery ; Conſider, I beſeech you, what muſt be done 
to avoid it; ſurely to view yourſelf in a State of 
Reprobation, is to behold the moſt miſerable Object 
in the World; One, born in Sin, at Enmity with 
60D, and condemned ta Q Woe and Mi Jery : 
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Oh! Unhappy Hour that ever you was born, thus 
to commence being miſerable from the Time you 
began to live! What therefore, 7 ſay, will you do 
to eſcape this dreadful Scene of Punithment ? Surely 
by this Time, you are ſufficiently convinced that 
your Condition 1s unſpeakably miſerable, except a Re- 
> medy is provided to deliver you from the impend- 
ing Ruin; but Ah! Who is ſufficient for this Thing? 
z» GOD is Juſt, and abſolutely requires a Recom- 
pence for thy Ranſom, yea, His Juſtice will not 
ſuffer Him to pardon thee without; ht who is 
able to purchaſe it for thee? Alas! No Human Be- 
ing can, becaule all have ſinned, and are under 
the ſame Condemnation with thyſelf; and no An- 
gelical Created BEING can; as having no inherent 
Perfection of their own, and therefore none to commu- 
nicate unto thee: Oh! Miſerable Wretch that 1 
am, where then ſhall I turn? Or to whom elſe 
can I addreſs myſelf, to eſcape this dreadful State 
of Miſery ? Will GOD have Mercy upon me, who 
has condemned me? And who is there beſides that 
can help me? Peace Sinner, Peace be to thy Soul, ſays 
a Voice from Heaven, diſpair ub longer; hearken 
to Tidings of great Joy: A Recompence is offer- 
ed and acccepted ; CuRIST, the Son of GOD, by 
pitying thee; has been content to redeem thy 
Life with His own! The Innocent died for the 
Guilty; the Son of GOD for the Sons of Men! 
He has given you a Token of His Love, and an 
Earneſt of your Immortal Happineſs, by His Death ; 
and I preſent you with this, as a Token of mine, 
for your Immortal Soul; beſeeching you to em- 
brace the Condition of Life and live for ever: Gratis. 
tude to Him obliges me to uſe my uttermoſt En- 
deavours in promoting His Honour; and Love to 
on, compels me to intreat you to contribute thereto, 
4 your own Endeayours, in obſerving thoſe Re- 
ligious Duties upon which that ſolely depends, and 
without which, it - cannot be obtained, 
- 5 B 2 And 
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And Firſt. I HumsLy beſeech you to conſider 
your preſent Condition, and reflect upon yourſelf 
as being not your own, but GOD's; purchaſed, 
when loſt, by the precious Blood of CHRIST (a), 

and rendered thereby under the ſtricteſt 

() Cor. vi. Obligations to ſcek after the Things of 
wy 4 the Lok, rather than to pleaſe your- 
ſelf: O! therefore, let it be your con- 
ſtant Care, to teſtify the Senſe of your Duty and 
Love towards Him, by a ſtrict Regard in the Ob- 
ſervance of thoſe Things He requires to be per- 
formed by you; and 1n Order hereto, be caretul, 
J earneſtly intreat you, by reflecting upon theſe Things, 
conſtantly to attend the Publick Worthip of GOD, 
| according to the Apoſtle's Exhorrtation (b) 

(3) Hebr. x. and let no trifling or frivolous Excuſe 
244 25+ 25. detain you from it; always remembering 
* that the Care of your Immortal Soul as 
La far exceeds all other Conſiderations, as 
an Eternal Happineſs does a Momentary Pleature: 
Therefore Temporal Affairs muſt give Place to thoſe 
that are Spiritual: One Hour in the Day at leaſt, 
ouzht furely to be ſpared for this Purpoſe; and 
be well aiſured, that a wilful Neglect herein, is an 
Act of Rebellion againſt GOD, who claims this from 
you, as being your CREATOR, Lorpand FATUER. 

To be induſtrious in providing for the neceifar 
Conveniences of Human Lite, by all honeſt and lawful 

Means, is your Duty by Divine Com- 
() 8 mand (c), Who has made us Tenants of his Ja- 
Aer bernacle; and requires us to be careful in pre- 

If  Jerving it ſound and wholeſome ;, which cannot 
otherways be done, than by a ſufficient Vſe of the Con- 
ve nie nces of Life, and that muſt be obtained by La- 
bour and Diligence : But to be fo ſollicitous herein, 
as to neglect the more weighty Concerns of your 
Soul's Intereſt, is to become Criminal, and to cauſe 
your Induſtry to prove your Eternal Ruin and De- 

| : ſtruction: 
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ſtruction: For what is a Man profitted, though he ſhould 
” gain the whole World, and looſe his own Soul ? Or what can 
be give in Exchange for bis Soul? The World can- 
not redeem it, when loſt, becauſe it is of greater 
Value than the World itſelf, and ſhould therefore, 
in Proportion, be regarded above all other Things: 
But ſuppoſing a Perſon ſhould be ſomewhat a Looſer 
in his worldly Gains, by Iis attending upon Reli- 
gion; yet that Loſs will be infinitely recompenced 
to him, even in this World, by the Peace and Tranqui- 
* liry of Mind that will always attend him, from the 
Senſe of having performed his Duty: But much more 
ſo hereafter, when GOD hall reward his Obedi- 
ence, according to His Promiſe, to thoſe who are 
diligent in keeping His Commandments 5 without 
whoſe Divine Favour, we looſe even the true Pleaſure of 
what ſoe ver we enjoy : It is GOD's Grace alone, that 
crowns our Happineſs, and gives us true Content, 
either in Proſperity or Adverſity: This makes a 
Dunghill as a Throne, and a Priſon as a Palace; 
There is no Want in the Fear of the LORD, ſays the 
I wiſe Man, and it needeth not to jeek Help (d): 
| Whatſoever our Condition be, if GOD 92 Eocleſ. xl. 
| be with us, we are happy, and nothing 
can male us miſerable, whoſe Love towards us is 
not to be eſtimated by our Condition in this 
Life, wherein the Wicked 1s oftentimes ſeen to flouriſh 
in Proſperity, while the Righteous live in Adverſity; but 
[ the Scene will ſoon be changed, when the Proſ- 
5 perity of the One will end in a miſerable Eter- 
nity; but the Adverſity of the Other in everlaſt- 
a ing Joy (e) 
t Oon Blefſed Saviour means to wean ( S. Luk. 


8 * 
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- our Affections from this World, and to 1 3, 233 
- place our whole Dependance upon Him, by &;, * : 
> exhorting us, To pray only fordaily Bread, and 

r commanding us, Principally to ſeek the Kingdon of GOD 
e 


and His Righteouſneſs before all other Things, and to lay 
50 | bp 
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our Treaſure in Heaven (), rather than to 
(f) S. Matt. be fo ſollicitous about the Affairs of this 
> NN Liſe; as in the leaſt to let them claſh with 
2% 79> 37 our Immortal Intereſt: There is nothing 
more dangerous to the Soul, than an immoderate De- 
fire after Riches ; which we are cautioned againſt 
by our Bleſſed Lo RD (g), and the Conle- 
© 5 Luk. quences thereof foretold by St. Paul, As that 
which drowns Men in Deſtruction and Perditi- 
Tim. vi. gg (h). Nothing therefore is more becoming 
9 a Chriſtian, than to ſpeak in Agur's Words, 
Remove far from me (O LORD! Vanity and Lies; give 
me neither Poverty nor Riches, but feed me with Food conve- 
nient ſor me; leſt I be full and deny Thee, and ſay, Who is 
the LORD ? Or leſt I he poor and ſteal, and take the Name 
of my GOD in vain (i). 


(i) Prov. xxx J deny ourſelves ſome of the carnal 


85 9 Pleaſures andProfits of Life, for theSake of 


Piety, 1s every Chriſtian's Duty, and which, though 
at firſt it be ſomewhat difficult, as being very contrary 
to our natural Inclinations, until the carnal Mind, which 
delights not in the Things of the Spirit, becomes ſpiritua- 
lized, which is a Work of Time and Labour in Piety; 
yet it is abſolutely neceſſary, and CHRIST Himſelf 
requires it of us, who has faid, That whoſoever loveth 
any Thing before Me, is not worthy of Me; and be 


that takes not up his Croſs and followeth Me, is not worthy of 


Me (k). 


G S. Matt. Coury the Multiplicity of worldly Bu- 


x. 37, 38. 


Obligation to Religious Duties; then verily King Da- 
vid and the Prophet Daniel might well have been ex- 
empted by it; but fo far were they from this Per ſua- 
ſion, as to make Religion their principal Care and Con- 
$3. Cern, eſteeming it the greateſt Wiſdom, and 
(7) Pſal. ix. . 3 
78.9, 10, 11, above all Things, to be obſerved (1), as 


and cxix. 97, having a Reſp to the Promiſe of Eternal 
99,164. Dan. Inher ILance. | 


fineſs have privileged a Perſon from an 
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To be deficient then herein, is to prefer the Love of 
the World, before that of GOD, and to commit Sacri- 
ledge againſt the Divine Majeſty, who we know, wants 
neither Power nor Opportunity to puniſh Offences of 
what Nature ſoever they be. 


Secondly. Sc ſuch is the Neceſſity and great Be- 
nefit of Religion; take Heꝭd that you decieve not your 
own Soul, by diſpiſing the Commandments of GOD, 
and preſume not to rob Him of that ſmall Portion of 
Time, which He requires ſhould every Day be ſet 
a- part for His Service; and no longer plead, That you 
have not Time for theſe Things, ſince the GOD, in 
whoſe Hand thy Breath is, requires them of you, un- 
to whoſe Divine Will all Things muſt yield an abſolute 
Obedience, without enquiring the Cauſe why it ſhould 
be fo ; who, if He had required ſome great Thing of 
you, ought He not readily to be Sees 2 How much 
more, when He ſaith, Call upon Me, and be ye ſaved : Al- 
ways remembering, That the Soul can no more ſubſiſt 
without Grace, than the Body can without Food: It 
is Satan's Policy, who is always at Hand to deceive 
you, daily to furniſh you with Excuſes, to detain 
you from Religious Duties, as well knowing how 
greatly your Indifferency herein, will tend to the 
Accompliſhment of his End, in procuring your De- 
{ſtruction ; beware then of being deceived by him, for 
he will ſhew thee no Mercy, if thou giveſt him the 
Victory: There is nothing therefore ſo abſolutely necel- 
ſary, as to have always a due Regard to the Soul's Inter- 
eſt; This is the Mercy which GOD requires; and to 
be careful and troubled about many worldly Things, is 
the Sacrifice, which though abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Support of Human Life, is yet inferior to the For- 
mer, in Reſpect to the Excellency of its Conſequences, 
which is Eternal Life : And ſay not thou in thine 
Heart, To what Purpoſe ſhould I ſerve the LORD, or 


call upon his Name, ſince be knows all Things, and 


needs not to be informed of my Neceſſities ? But re- 
| member 7 
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member, That as GOD has required this from you, 
eren ſo His Favour can no otherways be obtained, 
than by performing the Conditions upon which it is 
promiſed ; namely; That if you'll ask, in Faith, you ſhall 

receive And if you'll ſeek, in Patience, you 


(m) S. Mate, (hall find (m). 


vii. 7. S. Jam. 
1 9 . 


Ir is a well known Truth among our- 
felves, That if a Perſon thinks it too muck 


to ask for a Favour, he is very deſerving to be denied 
it; and can we ſuppoſe that G O D will accept of leſs 
from us, than we expect from each Other? No, verily ; 


for He requires much more, yea, T hat we 


ſbould love 


Him above all Things, even Life itſelf, when it cannet 
otherwiſe be enjoyed but with the Hazard of looſing His 


(n) S. Matt 
X. 37, 39+ 


Favour (un): Wherefore, of the two Ex- 
* treams, you ſhould rather ſay ; That you 
have not Time for any Thing elſe but to 


ſerve GOD, ſince the Conſequence of that ſo far ex- 
ceeds all other Things, as being a Proviſion for the fu- 


ture and everlaſting Joy. 


MART was commended by our LoRp rather than 


Martha, becauſe ſhe was attentive in hearing His 
Words; though the Other's Employment was 

doubtleſs very commendable, as making 
(0) S. Luk. x. proviſion for the Entertainment of her 


PT. Lou (0). 


Thirdly. Ltr the Conſideration of your preſent 
Condition, further excite you to a diligent Improve- 
ment of your Time. This Life 1s ſhort and mo- 
mentary, it is a State of Probation, and expo- 


ſed to many Caſualties and fore Aſſlictions, with- 


out are Fightings, within are Fears, and with La- 
bour and Sorrow do we attain to any Thing that 
is valuable, while the Earthly Tabernacle preſſeth 
down the Soul which muſeth upon many Things. 


We lie here as in an Inn, and our Continuance 


in it is very uncertain : We daily, nay hourly, hang 


over Eternity, as it were by a {lender 


Thread, 
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which is ſubject to be deſtroyed by a Thouſand 
Accidents : Therefore, MEMENTO MORI ſhould al- 


ways be ſounding in our Ears, to remind us that 
we were created for a more noble and laſting Ha- 


bitation than this World can afford, and are daily 


haſtening thither. 

SURELY then, to be more ſollicitous about our 
preſent Weltare than our Eternal Happineſs, and 
to hazard the Loſs of our Immortal Souls, for 
the Sake of momentary Pleaſure, betrays a Diſpo- 
fition utterly unworthy Human Nature, and is be- 
coming only the Beaſts that periſh. 

TrinGs of the greateſt Conſequence ſhould al- 
ways be preferred to the leſs; but the SouPs Ha 

ineſs is of the utmoſt Conſequence, why then is 
it not moſt regarded ? N 

W can never teſtify our Love to GOD bet- 
ter, than by a careful Regard of His Image, the Sour; 
yet nothing is more common then to neglett this, while 
the Body and ſenſual Appetites engroiſes all our 
Time and Care, which yet muft ſuffer with the 
Soul in whatſoever Condition it ſhall hereafter be 
ſentenced to, whether Joy or Miſery (p). 

Tur Neceſſity of Buſineſs is preſent- (p) S. Matt. 
ly objetted by ſome, againſt the Duty 3% 3" 372 
of attending the Publick Worthip of GB; * 
while at the ſame Time, that is no Bar to the 
Purſuit of their own Diverſions; in the Enjoy- 
ment of which, being not content with ſix Days, 


they preſume alſo to profane the 8A BBATH through 


their Intemperance. 

Tuvus craity is Satan to beguile Man of his 
Salvation, While he draws him from the Love of Vir- 
tue, and makes bim forget that he is Mortal, and muſt 


g ſhortly give up the Ghoſt, and render an Account of 


bis Actions. | | 
Ap ſhall we call thee Cyxisrians! Are the 
the Servants of GOD? Yea rather, are they not 
Anti⸗Chriſtlang, while they apoſtatiſe _ _- 
e GC aich 


3 


— 


10  SERAPHICK LOVE. 


— 22 


Faith of Cur1sT, and commit the uttermoſt In» '? 


"yl 
"A 
6. 


gratitude againſt Him who laid down his Lite for 


them? Unto whom, we are ſo deeply indeoted, 
that it is impoſſible for us, ever to be freed from 
an Obligation to obey His Will; in that He has 
loved us with ſuch an exceeding Love, that nei- 
ther the Tongue of Men nor Angels are able to 
expreſs it : Which, were it duly conſidered, one 
would think it impoſſible that it ſhould be re- 
turned with ſuch noRRID Ingratitude. 


By which, Fourthly, May be obſerved a further 
Obligation to Religion, in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of Cxx1sr, who has done ſuch great Things for 
us. For ſuppoſe a Man to be taken Captive by an 
Enemy, carried into a Foreigh Country, and never 


more to ſes his native Home, but for ever con- 


demned to the Mines or Gallies, and ordered eve- 
ry Day to be ſtretched upon the Rack, and ſcourged 
with Rods of Iron: A Perſon hearing of his de- 
plorable Condition, offers a large Sum for his Ranſom, 
redeems him from his Slavery, and brings him back 
again to his native Country : Adding moreover to 
this, a Promiſe, That upon Condition he be care- 
ful ro obſerve his Will, he ſhould in a ſhort Time be 
adopted for his Son, and made his Heir for ever, 

Is it not natural ro ſuppoſe, That the Joy of 
this poor Captive, would exceed the Bounds of Expreſ- 
fion ? And that it would be impoſſible for him to be 
too ſubmiſſively Obedient to the Commands of ſo 
good and gracious a Benefactor? 

Tus Caſe then is exactly our own: We were 
taken Captive by Satan, and for ever baniſhed from 
the Hopes of Heaven, the Soul's native Country, 
and condemned to a State of Eternal Woe and 
Miſery : Cur1sT, the Son of GOD, pitying our 
miſerable Condition, offered Himſelf for our Ran- 
ſom, was Crucified for us, and Redeemed us at 
the Price of His Blood! (Good Lo R b, how te 
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loved us!) And has moreover promiſed, That up- | 


on our Obedience to His Commands, we ſhall in 


a ſhort Time, be adopted for His Children, and- 
made Heirs of His Kingdom for ever ! Wherefore, 
Chriſtian Reader, ſee here the Infinite Love of 
CHRisT towards you, reflect upon it a-while I. 
beſeech you, paſs not by it without duly conſi- 
dering it, and well weighing the ſtupendious Great- 
neſs of the Action! That the Eternal Son of GOD 
ſhould readily condeſcend to leave His Father's Bo- 
ſom, deveſt Himſelf of his Glory, deſcend upon 
the Earth as a mean Servant; deſpiſed and reject- 
ed by Men, 4 Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
Grief, and at laſt nailed to the Croſs for our Sakes; 
Oh! Stupendious Love! An Action beyond Ex- 
ample, and far exceeding the Power of Admiration : 
Conſider it then I ſay, and admire it ſtill, and ſo 
much the more will you be loft in Amazement: 

Now, He that gave Life 'to all, ſubmits to Death 
Himſelf! Ps, it is finiſhed, and the Grave can 


no longer retain its Priſoner: He is not here, He 
is riſen; wherefore now again, Lift up your Heads, 


O ye Gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, 
that the King of Glory may come in; that He, I ſay, 
whom before ye let through, to make Immortal, 
Mortal; may now again be received into His King- 
dom, having conquered Death and the Grave, and 
urchaſed Immortality for Mortal Man ! And now, 
it is finiſhed indeed! and the Eternal Son of GOD is 
again re- inſtated to His former Glory, there mak- 
ing Interceſſion for us. | 
AND now, RRA DER, have you well conſidered theſe 
Things? And what? Won't you return Love tor 
Love? Will you fruſtrate the End of ſuch ſtupendi- 
ous Love, by continuing ſtill in your Sins? Can 
you think upon it with dry Eyes and an unrelenting 
Heart? Will you fly from the Protection of ſuch 
a Friend, and refuſe His Favours? Oh! Don't, I 
beſcech you, be ſo unwiſe to yourſelf, and un- 
uy | | | grateful 
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grateful to Him, who was content to ſhed His 
Blood for your Sake: Conſider the dreadtul Con- 
ſequences attending it; even, nothing leſs than Eter- 
nal Woe and Miſery ; yea, the Deſpiſing of ſuch 
inimatable Love, will render your Puniſhment much 
greater than otherwiſe it would have been, had 
He not died. 
- Ozszrve then, CurisrT has purchaſed you by 
the Price of His Blood, and you are His (4); whole 
Commands therefore you are under the 
He. ſtricteſt Obligation to obſerve with all 
SI Diligence, how contrary ſoever they be 
to your own Inclinations or ſecular Intereſt : Yourſelf 


you may deceive, but Him you cannot; beware 


therefore, how you rebel againſt Him, leſt you be 
excluded from His Friendthip, and again delivered 


into the Power of your Enemy Satan; and then, 
Good were it for you had you never been born. 


Fiſthly. SiNnet now you have ſeen your Obli- 
gations to Religion, in Return for the Love of 
Cuklisr towards you; what remains, but that 
you ſhould ſhew the Readineſs of your Obedience 
to Him, by diligently attending the Solemnities of 
Divine Worſhip. And here ſomething may be neceſ- 
ſary to be obſerved, concerniug the Manner of wor- 
ſhiping GOD, and how He is moſt acceptably to be 
ador'd, to which the Advice of the wiſe Man is wor- 
thy of Recommendation. A Son, ſays he, when thou 
comeſt to ſerve the LORD, prepare thy Soul for Temptation; 
and keep thy Foot when thou goeſt into the Houſe of GOD, 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the Sacrifice of Fools; 
for they conſider nat that they do Evil: Therefore, before 
thou prayeſt, prepare thyſelf ; and be not as one that tempt- 
eth the LORD. Such then ſhould be our Behaviour 
when we are about to enter into the Houſe of GOD. 
We muſt not bring with us a Head full of confuſ- 
ed Thoughts; Eyes ſet upon Wantonnels, diſtorted 
with Envy, and inflamed with covetous Deſires: The 
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Ears deaf to GOD's Word, itching after Novelty 
and Vanities ; The Tongue bliſtered with Lies and 
Slanders, more ready to Back-bite than to ſpeak the 

Truth: The Heart cloven with Hyprocriſy, and de- 
cayed in the Heat of Luſt and Intemperance : The 
Hands feeble, and ſoon weary in Well-doing: The 
Stomach over-charged with Surfeiting and Drunken- 
neſs, nauſeating all good Counſel and ſober Reproots : 
The Knees ſtitt with Lazineſs and Irreverence in GOD's 
Worthip: And the Feet often lame, and always tremb- 
ling in the Paths of Holineſs. No, all theſe Things 
muſt be rectityed, by a due Contrition of Heart, and 
a Mind {ſenſible ot its Load of Impiety, before an ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice can be offered unto GOD; neither 
is it ſufficient for this Purpoſe, to ſmite upon the 
Breaft, with, GOD be merciful to me, a Sinner; but there 
muſt be a due Senſe of the Neceſſity of a Reformation 
with a carciul Endeavour to practiſe it: For, alas? 


He that bewails, but not forſakes his Sin, 
Con ſeſſes only what be'll do again. 


And now being ſenſible with what Diſpoſition you are 
to attend Divine Worſhip ; confider next the Place 
wherein this Worſhip is to be performed : Ir 1s THE 
Housz or GOD: Preſume not therefore to enter there- 
into, as into an Ale-houſe or common Cottage, but let 
thy Mind be affected with a Reverence becoming the 
Deity there worſhiped, and thy Soul duly ſenſible of 
its Unworthineſs to appear in the Preſence of ſo Ho- 
ly and Divine a Majeſty : How dreadful is this Place! 
This is none other than the Houſe of GOD! And here- 
in is taught the Way to Heaven ! Therefore will I go in- 
to the Houſe of the LORD, and call upon the Name 4 
GOD, O LORD ! Thbeſeech-Thee, deliver my Soul. Wi 

this Ejaculation being brought to your Seat; be at- 
tentive to make the beſt Improvement you can of 
the Advice and Inſtructions there given: But take 
Heed to avoid what is idlely practiſed by ſome; name- 
ly, Of Repeating aloud, the Prayers with the Mi- 
NISTER ?- 
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NISTER : A Cuſtom this, as unſeemly as it is abſurd ; 
and as ſimple as it is ridiculous: For to what End 
is it uſed ? Is it that they mean hereby to help the 
MiNisrER out in what he is about? Or rather, 
Are they not more likely to interrupt him in his 
Duty ? Or, Is it for the People's Sake, that they 


may underſtand the Ministzr's Voice the better? 
Truly they uſe the moſt effectual Means to make it 


unintelligible: Or laftly, Is it for their own Benefit? 
They have a Book, how is it they don't obſerve it 
ſilently to themſelves, or elſe be attentive to the Mint- 
STER alone ? To what Purpoſe then does this Inde- 
cency tend? Truly for no other End, but to ſhew 
their Folly by diſturbing the Congregation with their 
Ignorance. Be thou careful therefore to avoid this 
idle Cuſtom ; and while you preſent yourſelf before 
the Loxp, let the Conſideration of His Tremendi- 
ous MEST and Hoiinzss baniſh from your Mind 
all worldly and vain Thoughts whatſoever, always 
carefully avoiding the Sin and ſhameful Practice, too 
common in theſe Days, of behaving yourfelf with 


cold Indifference and luke-warm Affections: Some 


Indolence and Indiſference, in Holy Things, thinks 
it roo much Labour, to awaken themſelves from 


times dreaming like the Sluggards, who, through 


their Drowſingſs, and carefully attend upon the 


Duties of Devotion: Or muſing like the Worldling, 
who, as though he thought the Time devoted to 
Religion loſt, is more intent in thinking upon his 
Worldly Concerns : Or gazing about like the Idle, 
whoſe Time is chiefly imployed in diverting them- 
ſelves, with obſerving who comes in, and who goes 
out; what they have on, and what not: Or Talk- 
ing like the lmpertinent, who preſume to diſcourſe 
about Things vain and unprofitable, while their 
Minds ſhould be wholly imployed upon Divine 
_ Meditations: Or Laughing like the Inſolent, who 
are not aſhamed to make a Mock even at thoſe 
Things which are Serious and Sacred 


Fa 
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To what Purpoſe is it for ſuch as theſe to 
come to Divine Worſhip, when they are fo in- 
diſpoſed to receive any Benefit thereby? Whoſe 
Behaviour gives Scandal to RELIGION, and much 
Otfence to the Pious, and who doubtleſs return 
Home, worſe Sinners than they came. . 

I say, Be not thou therefore, like any of theſe, 
for ſo GOD will not accept thy Sacrifice; but it 
will be abominable unto Him, who hates cold In- 
diſferency and luke-warm Affections: And preſume 
not to ſet like the Drone, while you praiſe GOD, 
in the Voice of the Pſaims, or any other Part of 
Divine Worſhip, wherein Order, Decency, and Re- 
verence, requires a more humble and lowly Poſture. 
An irreverent and ſhameful Cuſtom this, introduced 
by the indolent Chriſtians of theſe latter Ages, 
but unknown to the Church in the primative 
Times, and condemned even by Reaſon itſelf: 
For judge you, I pray ; Is it fit for a Crea- 
ture to behave himſelf with more Irreyerence and 
Diſreſpect towards his GOD and Crt aros, than 
towards his temporal Prince ? 

As therefore Duty and Reverence, would oblige 
a Perſon to be in a ſtanding Poſture, while he is 
ſetting forth the Praiſes and magnifying the Mer- 
cies of the One, ſo ſhould it much more ſo of 
the Other alſo, whom we are commanded 
to worſhip with our Souls and Bodies, 
which are His (r). | 

Bz not thou therefore guilty, I ſay, of this idle 
and irreverent Cuſtom, which argues a great De- 
fect of that awful Senſe we ought to have of the 
Divine Majeſty before whom we preſent ourſelves, 
and is ne're a Whit the leſs Criminal alchough ot- 
ten uſed by good People, and even by ſome of 
the Clergy themſelyes; whom here I would earn- 
eſtly intreat ſo to conſider its Unſeemlineſs, as 
for ever to refrain from it ; and that, it not out 
of Reverence, ( pardon the Expreſſion, for it is n 2s 
2 mea 


(7)Rom. xii. 1. 
1 Cor. vi. 20, 
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meam reproachfully) yet for the Sake of Example, 


that Others alſo may ſee it, and be aſhamed to 


do otherwiſe ; for Example is ſometimes of more 
Force than Precept, eſpecially in ſuch whoſe Of- 
fice it is to miniſter about Holy Things, and may 
poſſibly reclaim thoſe, who being Pertinacious in 
their indolent Diſpoſition, will be reclaimed no 
otherways: Here alſo, ler Parents be caretul to 
adviſe their Children of theſe Things, and Maſters 
their Servants ; that ſo all may know and under- 
ſtand, That GOD is not only to be worſhiped 
in Spirit and in Truth, but with Reverence and De- 
cency alſo: To ſee Children and Youth guilty 
of this Behaviour, is moſt ſcandalouſſy ſhametul, 
and ſhould carefully be diſcountenanced by thoſe 
unto whoſe Authoricy they are ſubject. 

Bur further: Is it thought indecent to fit while 
the Pſalms are read ? And why not alſo while they 
are ſung? Tea rather, why not more ſo, ſince 
this is a much more Spiritual Exerciſe, and re- 
quires the Body to be in ſuch a Poſture, as may 
moſtly aſſiſt the Soul in lifting up herſelf to GOD, 
which ſetting by no Means agrees with, and there- 
fore ſhould carefully be avoided by all : Where- 
fore, let us every One be aſhamed any longer to 
be guilty of this Criminal Indolency, which. is 
deſervedly worthy to be exploded by all Chriſtians, 
and baniſhed from the Congregation of the Faith- 

. ful, as the Precept of the Apoſtle expreſly 
G&)rCoraxiv. requires (s): And in Order hereto, it 


n diſcouraged by each Member of 


the Chriſtian Society; but let your Heart be puri- 


fied from evil Affections and Luſts; let it alſo be 
cleanſed from the Choler of Paſſion, the Phleam of 
Sloth, the Melancholly of Diſpair, and the Sanguine - 


of Levity, and Voluptuouſnets ; that ſo being duly 
Prepared, Ju may with one Mind, and one Mouth, glo- 
rify GOD, even the Father of our Lond JasUs CURIST. 
And as the Object of your Worſhip and Adoration 
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is in Heaven, even ſo let your Heart and Affections be 
there alſo; GOD requires to be worſhiped, Mith all 
our Might, our Soul, and our Strength, which cannot be 
duly done except the Body aſſiſt the Soul in Devotion 


and though ic be objected from the Apoſtle's Words, 


That Bodily Exerciſe profiteth little, yer, I add, That 
when it co-operates with the ſincere Affections of the 
Soul, it is great Gain, and compleats that Godlineſs 
which the fame Apoſtle commends, As profitable unto all 
Things : Thoſe therefore who object againſt External 
Worihip as unneceſſary, would do well to conſider 
what they 1ay, and ſearch the Scripture to be convinc- 
ed of their Error, for from that it is, that he that would 
worſhip GOD aright, muſt take Example and learn how 
to worſhip Him : There we find, That lifting up the 
Eyes towards Heaven, kneeling upon the Knees; bow- 
ing down the Head ; lifting up, and ſpreading abroad 
the Hands, where all Acts of Religious Worſhip, uſed 
by thoſe who are ſet forth for our Example ; and ſo 
far ſhort as we fall in our Imitation thereof, even ſo 
far deficient are we of worſhiping GOD in the Beauty of 
Holineſs : Moreover, when we converſe with an Earth- 
ly Friend, our Speech is directed towards him, and 
our Bodies kept in decent Behaviour before him; and 
ſhall we be leſs reſpectful to GOD, than to our Fellow- 
Creature! Wheretore judge you, I pray, whether it is 
moſt becoming, eicher to have our Eyes diſpoſed to- 
wards the Object of our Adoration, or to place them 
upon any other Thing: 

Tus therefore, with Mind and Soul lifted up to 
GOD; let Him be your Fear, your Delight, your 
Treaſure, and the Crown of your Hope; being in- 
tenſely bent upon the due Periormance of thoſe Things, 
you are there required to obſerve; ſo ſhall your Re- 
compence be equal to your Zeal and Diligence. - 


Sixthly. From conſidering how GOD is to be wor- 
ſhipp'd, it is neceſſary to be obſerved next, when, and 


where He is to be worſhipp'd. And iſt, He is to be 
* 


worſhipp'd 


ws 
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worthipp'd privately, at leaſt, twice a Day: Every 


Morning and Evening, it is every Perſon's indiſpenſa- 


ble Duty, to offer unto GOD a Sacrifice of Prayer, 
Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, of each Particular; as Time 
and Neceſſity requires : But 2dly, This Tribute of 
Worſhip ſhould alſo be performed publickly once a 
Day, and ſometimes twice, as Time and Place atfords 
Opportunity: But more eſpecially on the Loxv's 
Day, which is the Soul's great Feſtival, are you re- 
quired with greater Diligence to exerciſe yourſelf in 
theſe Religious Duties, always carefully attending the 
publick Aſſemblies of Divine Worſhip, ſo often as 
Opportunity will admit, and your Abſence there- 
from, except in extraordinary Caſes, becomes ſo Cri- 
minal, as to beſpeak you, it wilfully guilcy thereof, 
unworthy the Title of your moſt Holy Profeſſion 
which Duty, however it be lightly eſteemed by ſome, who 
make the Sabbath a Day of Sport, and wanton Recre- 
ation; ora Market Day to ſell and get Gain: Yet dread- 
ful will be the Conſequences thereof, when GOD 
ſhall call them to an Account for the Breach of His 
Commands, and the Profanation of His Sabbaths, which 
He has ſtrictly commanded to be kept Ho- 


(kro. , ly, threatning Puniſhments to the Rebelli- 


10, 11, and 


riti.rs, Lev. 04s (t), and promiſing Rewards to the Obe- 


xix. 30. dient ( u); which Day, as the Morning ſhould 
(4%) Ifa, Ivi. be ſpent in pious Meditations and Exer- 
* 5 lit. ciſes of Devotion, ſo ſhould the Evening 
1 8 alſo correſpond thereto, both being dedi- 
cated to the Service of GOD, and the Good of the 

Soul. 
Bor is this the Practice of the preſent Age! Vea, ra- 
ther, does not Experience convince us, That the Re- 
ligion of moſt now chiefly conſiſts in Words, not in 
Actions; in Precept, not in Practice; in Scripture 
Phraſes, not in Scripture Duties ? How many are there 
who live as though they had voluntarily excommuni- 
cated themſelyes from the Church, and fold themſelves 
to work Eyil! How frequently do we meet Multitudes 
| | | on 


3 * | 


SERAPHICK Lo v RE. 19 


on the Sabbath Day going from the Houſe of GOD, 
whoſe open Doors invite them in to partake of the 
Food of Life and live for ever, but they will not; 1o 
difficult is Man to be perſuaded to Happineſs, the na- 
tural Deſire of Nature, that it is wonderful to con- 
ceive! Chuling rather to follow his own evil Inclinati- 

ans, the Fore-runner of Eternal Ruin, which all Na- 
- ture abhors, than to be induced to avoid it; nei- 
7 ther is it only the Illiterate and leſs conſiderate Part 
of Mankind that is chargeable with this unhappy 
Miſconduct, but others allo: For, how often do we 
| {ce Men, otherwiſe of great Learning and Prudence, 


| fJhamefully, idle away the Sabbath, together with 
their Families, either at Home, perhaps about their 
„ ſecular Affairs, or taking their Pleaſure abroad; 
while Religion is wholly negletted by them, as though 
| they were 1gnorant of the Name of Chriſtianity, or 1 
' had quite forgot the Fourth Commandment ! x 
Anp where now, I beſeech you, is their Token | 
of Love to Cunisr, in Return for the mighty Thin»s 
le has done for them? Alas! it is loſt, and they 
regard it not: But now, be net thou any longer as 
y a Sheep without a Shepherd, wandering in your 
© Deſtruction; come to the Waters of Life, drink, 
and live for ever; obſerve the Sabbath to keep it 
Holy; the Church, that thou obey. her Precepts, 

as the is obedient to CyrIsT: There you have among 
other valuable Things, the mot comfortable Sa c RA“ 
MENT of the Lox, offered to your Acceptance for 
the Confirmation of your Faith, and cleanſing away 
our Sins; and will ye not accept it? Oh! don't 

e 10 unwiſe; remember, it was prepar'd for Sin- 
ners, and the greater Sinner thou art, the more 
Need haſt thou of it: CayrisT has ordain'd it, and 
| commanded the Uſe thereof for thy Benefit, but 
will you add ftill to your Sins by rejecting it? He 
has left it as a Token of His Love to us, and ſhall 
we refuſe the Token of ours to Him, by not accept- 
; ing it? But you will ſay, It is a Sacred Serious 
1 D 2 Thing, 


— 
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Thing, I am not prepar'd ! Oh! why is it that you are 
not ? Is it not your Sins that ſeperate between you 
and your GOD? And will you ftill continue to 
add thereto by Rebellion? Is it not a Command; 
Do THis IN REMEMBRANCE OE MR? And will you 
not obey that Command ? Repent of your Sins there- 
fore, and come to this Divine Fe asr, as a Token 
of your hearty Contrition and Deſire of Amend- 
ment. Remember you can receive no Pardon with- 
out a Reformation, and you cannot repent without 
Grace; and how can you have Grace when you 
reuſe the Means of obtaining it? It is a Sericus 
Thing to come to the Holy SACRAMENT: Ns, but not 
more Serious than to repent of your Sins; which 
can never be done while you live in the wilful 
Breach of any of GOD's Commands; as you moſt 
certainly do, while you neglect the Holy Sack a- 
MENT: Are you Serious in coming to Church for 
Inſtruction in the Improvement of Life? And will 
you refuſe the Means tending thereto, when offer- 
ed? Na, will you reject the Advice juſt now given 
from the Pulpit, exhorting you to come to the Holy 
SACRAMEN T, as abſolutely neceſſary to Eternal 
Life? Is this to bewail and forſake your Sins before 
GOD, to add thereto the Sin of Rebellion before 
you leave His Houle ? Obſerve how they make Speed 
to depart, caſting Cur1isr behind their Backs! 
And what? Do they hope for Salvation. from 
Him, whom now they will not hear, nay, even 
fly from? Unhappy Men! Stay! ſtay, hear the Word 
of GOD. Thus ſaith the LORD; Foraſmuch as ye 
come unto Me as the People cometh, and fit before Me 
as My People, and bear My Words, but ye will not to do 
them; ſhewing much Love with your Mouth, but in your 
Heart going aſter your Covetouſneſs ; therefore as J live, 
faith the LORD GOD, Surely Mine Oath, the Oath 
of Obedience, that ye have deſbiſed, and My Covenant, 
the Covenant of Peace, that ye bave broken, even it 


will I recompence upon your own Head, ſaith the Lorp. 


T hine 
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Thine own Wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and: thy Back- 
flidings ſhall reprove thee. © Know therefore and ſee 


& that it is an evil Thing and bitter, that thou 
ce haſt forſaken the Loxp thy GOD, and that My 
« Fear is not in thee, ſaith the LORD GOD of Hoſts: 
Wherefore return unto Me, O back-fliding Children, and 
J will return unto you, and haue Mercy upon you, ſaith 
the LO RD. Obſerve here, O ye Chriſtian Diſerters, 
the Word of GOD, and will you not obey? To 
what Purpoſe then is it for you to come to Church? 
Is it not to prevaricate with GOD, or plainly tell 
Him, you will not have Him to reign over you? Or 
do you hope to ſin more inoffencively by abſtain- 
ing from the SAcRamenT? Alas! Do not ſo miſe- 
rably deceive yourſelt, for by this, you add greatly 
to your Sin: Or would you ſtay *till you can fin 
no longer, and then come ? Verily it will then be 
of no Service to you; it was ordained for Sinners, 
and ſo long as you ceaſe to be a Sinner, ſo long it 
is unneceſſary: Deceive not yourſelf therefore any 
longer by ſuch idle Excuſes : Teg, be aſhamed any 
more to be guilty of ſuch vile Ingratitude, ſuch wil- 
ful Rebellion againſt thy GOD and Saviour: If a 
Favour is offered to you by an Earthly Prince, 
will you not accept it? How much leſs ought you 
to refuſe ſo great a Favour, the Favour of Eternal 
Life offered to you by the KinGs of Kings and Lord of 
Lords? But whatſoever the Generallity of People's 
Conceptions are concerning the Uſefulneſs of the 
Bleſſed SacRAMEN T, while they are in Health; yet 
it ſeems they have very extraordinary ones about 


it upon their ſick Bed; by the great Deſire they 
then expreſs of receiving it, before they die; even 
as though they eſteemed it a Pass to convey them ſafe 
to Heaven; and ſince ſuch is their Opinion of it then, 
it ſeems ſtrange that it thould be ſo much neglected at 


other Times; and beſpeaks their Sin to be ſo much the 
greater, in refuſing it as often as it is offered; now 


therefore refuſe it no longer ; but come, receive it, _ 
os ive 
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live for ever; be not any longer terrified with thoſe 

dreadful Words, Of eating and drinking your own Dam- 

nation, and believe not every one's Writing which 

_*proclaims* Death and Judgment againſt an unſinning 

Obedience after the Reception of the Bleſſed S acR a- 

MENT; Which Writings, though they were well in- 

tended by their Authors, yet are they much greater 

Prejudice than Benefit to the World; wherefore, I 

would to GOD they were all buried in Oblivion; inaſ- 

much as they caſt a ſtumbling Block before weak and 

ſcrupelous Minds, and lay ſuch a grievous Burden up- 

on them as neither we nor our Fathers were ever able 
to bear; conſider now, I beſeech you, what has been 

faid ; conſider it, 7 ſay, ſo as to practice it, and be 
well aſſured of this as a certain Truth; that wilfully to 

abſtain from that Holy Feaſt, is to rebel againſt CHRIST, 
and render yourſelf unworthy of Eternal Life: Come 
therefore, but come prepared ; bring with you a due 
Senſe of your great Obligations to GOD for ſuch an in- 
eſtimable Favour ; an humble Acknowledgment of 
your own Unworthineſs to receive it; a due Contri- 
tion for your Sins paſt, and an earneſt Deſire of 
Amendment for Time to come: Thus will you come 
to this Holy Ordinance duly cloathed with the ac- 
ceptable Wedding Garment, a Soul thus prepared 
cannot fail of being accepted and obtaining its Re- 
ward; while they that reſiſt and diſpiſe it receive 
to themſelves Eternal Damnation. 


Seventhly. A TURTHE R Excitement to Religion 
is the Duty of Example, which we are commanded 
to to maniteſt before Others, that they by ſeeing 
or good Works, may be induced thereby to the Love and 
Practice of Piety. And this ſurely was never more 
neceſſary than now, when every Impiety is boldly 
committed with Greedineſs; Men are ſo far from 
Preparing for their latter End, that they unwilling 
hear of Death, and can hardly be perſuaded but 
that they ſhall ive here for ever; hence the Thou 1 
Q 
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of Religion is always burdenſome to them, and to 
perſuade them to Piety, is to deprive them of all the 
Pleaſures of Life; it is intolerable, ſay they, they cannot 
indure the Thoughts of it; and he whorecommends it, is 
eſteemed as a Medler, and a troubleſome, buſy Body : They 
ſeem induſtrious about nothing more, than how to 
diſcourage all Piety by their Example ; and are glad 
when they can bring Others over to join with them in 
, ridiculing Religion, and diſpiſing the great Aurnhox of 
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its Inſtitution: Thus madly are they bent upon their 

own Deſtruction: They are neither afraid nor aſnam- 

ed to blaſpheme that great Name whereby we are call- 
ed Chriſtians ; and even to repreſent the Holy JES us 

by the Character of a Cheat and Impoſtor, deceiving . 

Mankind by Craft and Subtilty! And no wonder then, 

that they ſhould with no lefs horrible Impiety, impu- 
_ dently reject the Sacred Scriptures as prophane, and 

{port themſelves with contumeliouſly treating them, by 
denying their Divine Original : Thus they take more 
Pains to diſpute themſelves into their own Damnation, 
than would ſuffice to make them happy, accounting all 
Things profane but what are protane. Alas ! bappy 
Time indeed But behold, GOD is now at Hand with 
the Sword of Vengeance, ready to cut them in two, 
and devide them their Portion with the Unbelievers. 

Bur now, leaving theſe profeſſed Enemies of their own 
Souls, to the uncovenanted Mercies of GOD; let us viſit 
a little thoſe who appear more favourable to the Chriſ- 
tian Cauſe, and acknowledge the Neceſlity of Religion; 

But, alas! even among theſe, How greatly does the 
Love of the World tranſcend the Love of GOD ! The Mam- 
mon of Unrighteouſneſs, more than the true Riches of Jesus 
Cunisr! They profeſs GOD with their Mouths, but 
in their Hearts they deny Him. How like a Sword 
piercing my Soul, has been the Words of one Chriſti- 
an ſpeaking of another. What does he go to Church for ? 
Has he not a Family to provide ſor at Home? For my Part, 
Tam aſhamed, ſay they, to appearat Church upon aWeek Day, 
teſt it ſhould be thought Strange ! O miſerable Man! thus 
to 
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to expreſs thyſelf; Why does he come to Church? I ask 
thee, By what Authority doſt thou abſtain from it ? 
He has Buſineſs there, and ſo have you by Divine 
Command, which while he obeys, he is providing for 
his Family by the moſt prudent Means he can, as 
knowing that without GOD's Bleſſing all his Endea- 
yours are vain and fruitleſs: Whilſt you procure His 
Diſpleaſure upon yours by Diſobedience: Art thou 
aſhamed to appear at Church? Cxxisr tells thee, That He 
alſo will be „ ral of you But, ſay you, The Care of 
your Family keeps you away; what? Do you love 
your Family better than CarisT ? Then are you unworthy 
of Him; Remember, You cannot ſerve GOD and Mam- 
mon : And how great ſoever your Temporal Gain may 
be, yet your Loſs will be infinitelygreater in yourEter- 
nal Intereſt: And what will it profit you, to have ac- 
quired a large Fortune for your Children, while you 
yourſelf art loſt and undone for ever ? Beſides, in how 
wealthy a Condition ſoever you may leave them; yet, 
without GOD's Bleſſing attending it; alas! how ſoon 
is it ſquandred away and loſt; verifying the common 
and yulgarProverb : What's got over the Devil's Back; is 
ſpent under bis Belly : But admit that your Suov will 
not ſuffer you to attend the Publick Worſhip of GOD; 
does it alſo compel you to Deceive ? Does you Family 
require this? Jes, ſay ſome, Shopkeepers muſt Lie; it is 
abſolutely neceſſary in the Way of Buſineſs : Why ? Be- 
cauſe, ſay they, Buyers beat down the Price of Goods 
fo low, as not to allow a living Profit. Truly, how 
great ſoever this Evil is, you have brought it upon 
yourſelves by your Lies, and your Complaint of it is 
a ſtrong Argument that you ought to leave it off; for 
the Buyer knowing it to be cuſtomary for Shopkeepers 
generally ro over- rate their Goods, are therefore for 
deſiring them cheaper, as not knowing when he's well 
uſed: But this is no Excuſe for your Lies; that helps 
not the Matter in the leaſt; unleſs you mean thereby 
to impoſe upon the Buyer, by affirming the Goods 
coſt you much more than they really did: It is not 
© Neceſſity, 
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'? Neceſſity, therefore, compels you to this great Sin, 
but AvA RICE; you would be Rich before the Time ; not 
conſidering, That Riches, got by a lying Tongue, al- 
ways proves deſtructive to the OWN ER It argues alſo 
aa great Diſtruſt of GOD's Providence; who has pro- 
mis d to blets the honeſt Induſtry of the Pious, whilſt 
Hie threatens Lyers with Wrath and judgment: Their 
Portion, ſays He, ſhall be in the Lake which buructh with 
Fire and Brimſtone. 
5 DouBrTLess, every Perſon ought to live by their 
huoneſt Induſtry, and to enjoy the good Things of Life 
with Thankfulneſs; but he who ſeeks to enrich him- 
{ſelf by unjuſt Gain, betrays the uttermoſt Folly and 
Weakneſs, and is as one who prepares Inſtruments of 
Cruelty for his own Deſtruction; neither is that 
Buyer leſs blame worthy, who would have Goods at 
his own Price, though to the Deſtruction of the Sel- | 
ler : Such a Perſon 1s a Peſt to Society, and an Enemy | 
to his Country; neither is he any more worthy of | 
Eſteem, than a Robber that would deprive another of 
his Subſtance, were it in his Power. 
Cons1Dek then, I beſeech you, the Reaſonable- 
neſs of what is here, in Love, adviſed : Leave oit De- 
ceit in your Trade, it will eaſe you of much Trouble, 
and procure you much Gain, and the Hagler will 
ſooner be done ſolliciting, when he finds an unaltera- 
ble Price is fixt upon the Goods, than by ten thouſand 
Lies, or wicked Aſſeverations. Shew yourſelyes 
Chriſtians, therefore, by abhorring what Cu RSH ab- 
hors, and let every Man ſpeak Truth to his Neighbour, 
So ſhall ye not bite and devyur one another, and GOD will 
bleſs ye. | 
CONSIDER the great Advantage it will be to your- 
r | felves and Children, to live in the Faith and Fear 
ll of GOD: It will make you Happy Here and Here- 
'S after ; it will intale the Bleſſing of GOD upon your 
y Poſterity, who has promis'd, That the Seed of the 
is Righteous ſhall not ſuffer Want : Thy Buſineſs will never 
t ſucceed ſo well, as when GOD bleſſes it, which wr b 
E | W. k 
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will certainggy do, if you are not wanting in your 
Duty to Him; and your Life will never be ſo Happy, 
as when your Conſcience approves it; which altures 
you, That a little with the Fear of the LO RD, is better 
than great Riches without it: If you'll think ſo favour- 
ably of what is here advis'd, as to obſerve it, you will 
find it true, to your Eternal joy; but if not, then 
the Day will moſt aſſuredly come ere long, when to 
your everlaſting Confuſion, you will know you had 
friendly Advice offered you, but you would not ob- 
lerve it. 

Bur however difficult it is to perſuade Men to 
the Love of Religion and Piety; yet, Who is there ſo 
Wicked as don't hope for SALVATIONS? Tea, 
you ſhall hear the common Swearer, profanely Swear 
and Curſe, and profeſs he hopes to be ſaved in the ſame 
Breath! Why? Becauſe, ſays he, I believe in GOD, 
and he is merciful : Tes, So do the Devils, nay they 
exceed you, for they alſo Believe and Tremble; and 
thereſore have as much Right to Salvation as you: 
Every one is willing to lay hold on GO D's Mercy, 
while they forget His Juſtice ; whereby the Sinner, 
without ſincere Repentance, ſtands moſt aſſuredly con- 
demn'd to Eternal Torments : And ſurely, we cannor 
ſufficiently lament the ſtupendious Madneſs and: Folly 
of Human Nature in this Particular; namely, That 
Mankind thinks ſo lightly of their Eternal Intereſt, while 
they ſhew ſo much Diligence in worldly Affairs : If a 
Temporal Crown is oifered to Sale; Oh! what a 
Number of Competitors it has ſtriving for it ! What 
Difficulties, what Dangers and Diſtreſſes do they not 
readily undergo, to obtain, even a verv ſmall Share 
therein? while at the ſame Time, an Eternal Crown 
Infinitely of more Value than the whole World itſelf, 
is offered, and has no Rivals contending for it! Tea, It is 
diſpiſed and neglected as a Thing of Nought! And what 
will not a Perſon do for filthy Lucre ? See there the 
unhappy Maiden, proſtrating her Innccence, and made 
2 Sink of all Vncleanneſs and Filthineſs ; obſerve her 


watching 
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watching Night and Day for the Prey ; expos'd to be 
vilely avus'd and ſcourg'd by thoſe with whom ſhe has 
to do; and hereby alſo, to many ſore Diſeaſèes and 
| excrutiating Pains; a Slavery this, worſe than the Mines 
or Gallies; and at laſt, gives her Soul to Eternal 
ITorments! and all to preſerve a miſerable wretched 
Life; which, in reſpect to Eternity, in its longeſt 3 
Period, is but as a Moment: O! the amazing Stupi- 1 
dity of Human Nature! my Soul bleeds with Con- f 
3 cern for ſuch miſerable Wretches; and what can I 

doc for them? Methinks, nothing could be too diffi- 
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cult; nothing too hazardous for me to undertake, = 
ſo far as Power and Lite would go, were it poſli- 1 
ble to draw them from the Pit of Deſtruction, and 5 


ſave them from Eternal Ruin: Divine Grace aſjiſting 
me, with what Celerity could I run to the Exe- 
cutioner ! And with Patience, willingly ſhed forth 
my Life for them: And Oh! that they would 
be advis'd; but herein I diſpair of being beard ; 
I would earneſtly intreat them, for GOD's Sake, 
and their own Sour's Sake, to ſave their Immortal 
Souls, by forſaking their miſerable Courſe of Lite : 
z 1 would beſeech them to ſeek their Bread by honeſt 
' Induſtry, and flee to GOD with true Repentance 
for Pardon and Mercy: Tea, I would perſuade them 
to truſt in Him for Aſſiſtance and Support, who 
would never leave nor forjake them. | 
OpszRvs further, the wife Worldling ; What pro- 
digious Pains and Care don't he take in heaping up 
Earthly!Treaſure, which alas! is but jor a Moment: He 
goes to Bed late and weary ; is up early in the Morn- 
ing; Induſtrious the whole Day, and eats his Bread 
with Carefulneſs; while an Eternal Treaſure in the 
Heavens is wholly neglected by him! O! the unſpeak- 
able Folly and Weakneſs of Human Nature ! How can 
it be ſufficiently admired, or too ſorely lamented ! ; 
He who To-day freely gives his Soul for a MiTtz of 1 
the World; would To- morrow give ten Thouſand 

Worlds, were they in ren to redeem his Soul ws: 
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Of this Thing they are warned before Hand, but they 
will not hear, nor be per ſuaded to believe the Truth. 
Speak to them about Profit and Gain; nothing is more 
ready to hear and obey than they; but if you diſcourſe 
about Religion, and the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Obedience, alas! 
nothing is more Deaf and Dumb: The- LORD pardon 
thy Servant in this Thing, is their Requeſt, and lay not 
Sin to our arge herein; is ther Petition: Oh! they are 
very Pious on a ſudden; Yes, but it is to be more 
Wicked; their Hands are ſtretched forth towards Hea- 
ven, but it is to imprecate a free Licenſe to Sin; and 
if that cannot be obtain d, they will take it by Force; their 
Eyes run down with Tears, but it is, leſt their dar- 
ling Object ſhould be taken from them; O ſpare me this 
Sin; ſay they, is it not a little One? And my Scul ſhall 
live : Should their Conſcience ſolicite them to Repen- 
ance, they preſently reply; Go thy Way for this Tome, 
when I have a convenient Seaſon, I will call for thee. But 
O Sinrer, whatſcever thy darling Vice be, remember, I hat 
either that muſt die, or thee. It you preſent them with a 
good Book, perhaps they may be prevail d upon 
to read it, but by no Means to obſerve it; G OD, ſay 
they, is merciful, He don't require ſuch Slavery of us, (for 
ſo they profanely call RELIGION, which yet is per- 
fect Freedom in Reſpect to the Slavery of Sin) once 4 
Week is enough for us to attend Church we care not to go 
oftener. And why once a Week ! Don't the ſame Autho- 
rity which requires yaur Obedience then, equally re- 
quire it every Day? And what? is one Day's ſluggiſh 
Devotion ſufficient to actone for ſix Days ſinning? Is 
Sin ſo eaſily expiated! Are you content to be fo us'd 
by your own Servants ? Does one Day's Diligence ſatisfy 
for ſix Days Iileneſs ? No, by no Means; I is intolera- 
ble, lay they, it muſt not be endur d. And what? would 
you deal worſe with GOD, than you would be dealt 
by from them, and plead His Mercy in Favour of your 
Rebellion? No, He is juſt as well as merciful, and by 
that He is compelled, if I may ſo ſpeak, to execute Ven- 
geance upon the Diſobedient z according to His Pro- 
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miſe, That He will not ſuffer the Wicked to go free, but 
will ſurely puniſh him for his Sin; which ſometimes in 
Mercy He inflicts upon them Here, that by Repentance 
they may be ſav'd Hereafter : And yet, theſe excellent 
Chriſtians! as though they thought GOD was much in- 
debted to them, for their MoRAL-HON EST, which 
the Laws of the Land obliges them to; and their ſe- 
venth Day's Appearance at Church, unto which Cuſtom 
moves them; loudly complain againſt Him, when He 
viſits them tor their Tranſgreſſion, LORD] fay they, 
T never did one ill Thing in my Life that I ſhould be thus 
afflicted! Ah, but did you ever do a good One? Tea, 
have you not grieyoully offended by the Sins of Omi- 


fron? Ask your Conſcience, and that will vindicate the 


Juſtice of GOD in puniſhing your Offences, as alſo 
His Mercy, by calling you hereby to Repentance and 
Salvation; Oh therefore, be wakened I beſeech you, 
by the fatherly Correction of the AL IH Y; Repent 
of your Sins, the Sins of Omiſion and wil ſul Negligence 
which otherwiſe will as moſt alſuredly condemn you, 
as the Sins of Commiſſion ; and for the Future, be care- 
ful to ſet a good Example to Others, that you may be 
a Chriſtian, not only in Profeſſion, but allo in Deed - 
For in vain is to hope for any Benefit by the bare Pro- 
feſhon of Chriſtianity, while you neglett to practice it: 
And ſo much as Sin abounds, even ſo much the greater 
is the Neceſſity for gaod Examples, that if poſſible, 
Others may be thereby reclaimed from the Error of 
their Ways: And was good Examples ever more neceſ- 
ſary than now? Now, I ſay, if ever, ſure Example is 
neceſſary, when Chriſtianity is in ſo languiſhing a Con- 
dition, as almoſt to be abandon'd from our Hearts and 


Minds, while Sin and worldly Affections reſides and 


governs there: And how can we ſufficiently bewail 
the Impiety of the preſent Age? Or how can we tru- 
ly diſcribe its Wickedneſs ? Surely it cannot be better 
delineated, than in the Words of the Prophet. Hear 
* O Heaven! Says he, And give Ear, O Earth! For the 
e Loxp hath ſpoken ; Behold ! I have nouriſhed up 

| Children, 
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* Children, and they have rebelled againſt Me; the Ox 
* knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib; 
« but [/rael doth not know, My People doth not con- 
« ſider the GOD of their Salvation. Ah, ſinful Nation; 
«© A People laden with Iniquity, a Seed of Evil 
© Doers, Children that are Corrupters, they have 
ec forſaken the LORD, and provoked the Holy One of 
& I racl to Anger; yea, they are gone away back- 
ward: From the Sole of the Foot even to the Head, 
ce there is no Soundneſs in it, but Wounds and 
« Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores : None calleth for 
e Juſtice, nor any pleadeth for Truth, they truſt in 
& Vanity and ſpeak Lies; they conceive Miſchief, and 
ce bring forth Iniquity ; their Feet run to Evil, and 
ce make Haſte to ſhed innocent Blood; their Thoughts 
ce are Thoughts of Iniquity, Waſting and Deſtruction 
ce are in their Paths; the Way of Peace they know 
ce not, and there is no Judgment in their Goings; they 
ce have made them crooked Paths, whoſoever goeth 
& therein, ſhall not know Peace. Therefore is Judg- 
ce ment far from us, neither doth Juſtice overtake us; 
cc we wait for Light, but behold, Obſcurity ; for 
ce Brightneſs, but we walk in Darkneſs ; we look for 
ce Judgment, but there is none; for Salvation, but it 
& is far from us; for our Tranſgreſſions are multi- 
<« plied before Thee, O Loxkp, and our Sins teſtify 
ce againſt us; for our Tranſgreſſions are with us, and 
ce as for our Iniquities, we know them: In Tranſgreſ- 
c ſing and Lying againſt the Lok p, and departing 
c from our GOD; ſpeaking Oppreſſion and Revolt; 
© conceiving and uttering from the Heart, Words of 
ce Falſhood; thus judgmens is turned away backward, 
c and Juſtice ſtandeth afar off; for Truth is fallen in 
c the Streets, and Equity cannot enter; Tea, Truth 
ce faileth, and he that departeth from Evil, maketh 
ce himſelf a Prey”. 

Tuis then is our Complaint, yea, this is our Con- 
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dition: Alas! How is the faithful City become an Harlot ! 


It was ſull of Judgment, but now Oppreſſion; Righteouſ- 
neſs 


— —— — — 
0 — | . a 
2 | uw. 4 
* _ ; 2 44A EOS 
225 ET 


* . lt, 


SERAPHICK LOVE. 31 


neſs lodged in the Streets thereof, but now Murderers, daily 
crucifying the Son of GOD afreſh, and putting Him 
to an open Same: © And ſhall I not vit for theſe 
* Things, ſaith the Lok D, Shall not My Soul be 
© avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Ah! J will eaſe 
Me of Mine Adverſaries, ſaith the Lo Rp, and avenge 
* Me of Mine Enemies: Ns, According to their 
Deeds, accordingly He will repay z; Fury to His 
% Adverſaries, and Recompence to His Enemies“. 
Ax p where, 7 beſeech you, is Chriſtianity now! 
Alas! She is full of Sorrow and Lamentation ; and 
as a deſolate Widow, bereaved of her Children, She 
cries aloud in the Bitterneſs of her Soul, „Oh! 
4 That mine Head were Waters, and mine Eyes 
ce a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day 
« and Night for the Sin of my People; Ab me! 
“is any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, wherein 
ce the Loxp hath ſuffered me to be afflicted in the 
% Day of his fierce Anger ”? My Children have 
forſaken me, and gone into Captivity z Sin hath 
bound them, and Satan hath lead them Priſoners -: 
* Therefore doth mine Eye run down with Tears; be- 
« cauſe theComforter which ſhould relieve my Soul, is 
« far from me; my Children are Deſolate, the Enemy 
* Satan prevails againſt them, and they are not“. 
Tuvus doth She lament and bemoan herſelf in 
the Language of the Pious, and who can refrain 
from Tears, while they conſider the Cauſe of Her 
fad Complaint? © O Chriſtianity, thou charming Name, 
how art thou forſaken! My Soul is greatly diſtreſs d 
ce for thee”, thou moſt delightful Queen of all Per- 
fection; how doſt thou now ſit ſolitary ! for behold 3 _ 
«© Where is the Zeal of this Nation? Where is 
“ Her Love to Currsr anſwerable to the Favour 
* He has beſtow'd upon Her? Tea alſo, Where is 
the Church of Fpheſus ? Where the Church of 
« Smyrna ? Of Pergamos ? Of Thyatira ? Of Sardis ? 
4 Of Philadelphia? And of Laodicea ? Where, I ſay, 
are the ſeyen famous Churches of Aja ” ? yr 
they 
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they are loſt and droop'd into Nothing! Sin hath 
defaced them, and Satan hath carried them away 
Captive, utterly extinguiſhing ſome, and others 
ſcarcely retains the Name of Chriſtianity ; And ſhall 
we eſcape? No verily, for except we repent, we ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh: GOD will not always ſtrive with 
Man ; he has threatned Vengeance to the Diſobedient, 
and he will inflict it: See now the ſolitary Condition 
of Her, who was once moſt nobly adorn'd with Beau- 
ty and Luſtre; Sax, at whoſe Birth ANGELs rejoyced, 
and proclaim'd, Peace to the Inhabitants of the Earth, how 
is She now become as a Widow bereav'd of Her Chil- 
dren ! Sus that was great among the Nations, and 
Princes among the Provinces, how is She now forſaken 
and made deſolate ! Sue, whoſe Perfection and Ami- 
ableneſs induced Kings and Emperors willingly to ſub- 
mit to Her Yoke, and Multitudes of People, chear- 
fully to lay down their Lives for Her Sake; bow is Sys 
become tributary to the Power of Darkneſs ! For behold, 
where is that Holy Zeal; that Fervency of Spirit , that Love 
to GOD, wherewith Chriſtianity was once fo nobly 
adorn'd, to the great Aſtoniſhment of the Unbelievers, 
and Converſion of the Infidel - World ? Alas! it is 
dwindled into wretched Careleſſneſs and cold Indiffe- 
rency : This then is our preſent unhappy Condition: 
Chriſtianity complains of being forſaken, and She crys 
aloud for Relief, but is not heard: And now, who ſees 
not the Neceſſity of pious Examples? Or who wants 
any further to be informed of the miſerable and lan- 
guiſhing Condition Chriſtianity is now in ? Experience 
will convince them, that it chiefly conſiſts in vain 
Pretences, empty Words, and wretched Careleſſneſs 
in Holy Things: Should the Queſtion be asked, Who 
is for Chriſtianity, Who ? we ſhould hear Multitudes 


loudly proclaiming themſelves of Her Society, and pro- 


feſſing themſelyes Members thereof; but ſhould it be 


ask d once more; Who will con form themſelves to Her 


Precepts ? Who will defend Her with their Lives and For- 
tunes? Good GOD! how ſilent and dumb is the Anz 
{wer ! 
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ſwer! This is a hard Saying, ſay they, who can hear it 2 


They love Chriſtianity well, but their Sins better; Tea, 
they will confeſs CURISH with their Mouth, but in 
their Hearts prefer their Treaſure before Him ; being 
Chriſtians by Name only, but Reprobates by Nature They 
will-practice Religion indeed, ſo far as it may be done 
without Expence, or reſtraining them from their Vices, 


but no further: Tea, many there are who talk much of 


Cnx1sT,complain much of the Wickedneſs of the Age, 
and expreſs great Concern for the Decay of Religion, 


who yet will not move one Step in its Cauſe, or 
be at the leaſt Charges to encourage thoſe that 


would: Nay, and what is ſtill more extraordinary, 


. ule Arguments to diſſy ade and diſcourage them 
from it! But, O fooliſh People and unwiſe, do you thus re- 


quite the LORD, who bath made you And your RE- 


- DEEMER, who bath purchas'd you ! 


To what Purpoſe then 1s all your Pretences to 


Chriſtianity ? Doubtleſs they are vain and unprofita- 
ble: For, believe me, Reaper, (And it is a Truth moſt 
| worthy your Conſideration) That let your Pretences to 
Chriſtianity be what they will, yet your Religion is 
vain, your Faith 1s alſo vain, any further than as you 


are hereby induced to copy after the great AurHOR 
thereof, who was never more zealous in promoting 
- Virtue, than detecting Vice; and ſtrove for the Truth 
unto Death, leaving us a Command, That we ſhould follow 
His Example (w); from an Obligation to 

which, no One can be excluded, though in (% S. John 
never ſo high or mean a Condition; and he 
uho would oppoſe or attempt to diſcourage Rom. xv. 5. 
the meaneſt Endeavours herein, gives a 


X111. 15. 
t Peter 11,22, 


plain Demonſtration, That he is far from being a true 


Diſciple of CRRIST, who has ſaid (x), That he that is 


not with Me is againſt Me: And as the Wi- : 

dow's Mite was — accepted, even ſo will 2 * 

the beſt Endeavours of the meaneſt Perſons: 

For is TxurTH ere the leſs excellent or unworthy of Eſ- 

teem, whether it comes from a Prince, or a W 3 2 
rom 
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From an old or young Perſon ? Or rather, Is not the 


016339: Complaint of Old ())? It was our S4 vl 


4, 147% ouR's Complaint, That He was bated by the 
(z) S. John Jorld, for teſtfying that the Deeds thereof were 
n Evil (z): And in theſe Days alſo, a Per- 
ſon that ſtands up for the Truth, oft times procures to 
himſelf many Enemies, with much Slander and Re- 
proach z- and they that will live Godly in CuRISTH ] e- 
sus, muſt expect to ſuffer Perſecution. 


B v-T: what then? Shall we refrain from the Cauſe of 


Cunts, for Fear of incuring the Diſpleaſure of the 
Unwiſe ? Muſt we ſtand more in Fear of Man's Diſ- 
pleaſure than GOD's ? GOD forbid; for ſo Satan 
would be gratified indeed, and triumph in his Victory. 


Eigbthly. We muſt not be weary in Well- doing, but 
proceed with Courage in the Work of Piety, againſt 
all the Oppoſition that Satan by his Craft may ob- 
ſtruct us with. 5 
I rx is every Chriſtian's Duty to ſpeak with 
n Holy Jos, Till I die, Iwill not remove mine 

2 Integrity from me (a): We ought to conſi- 
der ourſelves; as the Servants of the Great GOD, 
whoſe Power is always able to protect us, in the ut- 


termoſt Dangers, and give us Peace and Tranquility of 


Mind in the midſt of the greateſt Tempeſts : Slander 
and Reproach we know, has'a natural Tendency to affect 
the Mind, and diſquiet the Peace of the Soul; eſpe- 
cially when it comes from thoſe, who make great Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, from whom better Things might be 
expected; yet even by theſe, the ſincereſt Zeal, ſome- 
times meets with the ſevereſt Cenſures. 

I pox'r like ſuch mighty PRores8o0Rs of Religion, 
ſay they, it proceeds from a vain-gloriousSelt-conceit- 
ar 3: a Spiritual, proud Diſpoſition, as they call it, 
and is like this or that Perſon, who alſo made great 
Pretences to Religion, but were notorious Hypocrites, 
vile Cheats, and Impoſtors. And what then? * 

| N 


Oppoſition againſt Truth itſelf, as was the 


} 
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35 
the Sacred Scripture 1s abuſed by Some, who pervert 
it to their own Deſtruction ; muſt it not therefore be piouf= 


ly us'd by Others? Or becauſe the Sabbath is profan'd 
Some, muſt it not therefore be kept Holy by Others? So 


| likewiſe, becauſe Religion is abus'd by Some, and ap- 


plied to wicked Purpoles: Ouęht it not therefore to be uſ- 
ed by Others for Good Ends? Surely to deny this, would 
be to deny the Neceſlity of doing a Good Action, be- 
cauſe Ochers may counterfeit it to Evil Purpoſes. 
ANnp what? Is Zeal a Mark of Hypocriſy ? Then 
muſtCnr1sT and His Apoſtles be accounted the great- 
eſt of all Hypocrites! Behold here then, the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of theſe ſlanderous Reproaches, which even 


good People, well eſteemed for their Piety, are too apt, 


raſhly to caſt upon Others; who perhaps they imagine 
to be more zealous than themſelves, or differ ſomewhat 


from them in their Sentiments , and none is more prone 


to be,guilty of this Crime, than thoſe who vehement- 


ly exclaim againft judging and cenſuring Others; by 


whoſe Mouths Satan is ſometimes permitted to ſpeak, 
as he did once by S. Peter to Cunisr; and which de- 
ſerves no better a Reply than what was then return'd 
to him: Get thee behind Me Satan, for, ci) S. Mare, 
&c. (b). : xvi. 23. | 
TuESsE Things therefore, ought not to 
diſcourage us from the Work of the Loxp, but rather 
to animate the Mind ſo much the more towards GOD, 
for whoſe Sake we ſuffer Reproach, while we endeavour 


to promote Virtu and detect Vice; which is the Duty 


of every Ons. For ſuppoſe an Enemy ſhould invade 


a Country, in Order to deprive its Prince of his Subjects, 
and them of their Rights; would not both Duty and 


Intereſt oblige every Perſon thereof to oppoſe him to 
the uttermoſt of their Power, and expel him out of 
their Coaſts? And might not thoſe who were remiſs and 
careleſs herein, be deem'd Enemies to their Country, 


and deſervedly worthy of Puniſhment ? Doubtleſs they 


would: This then is the preſent State of Chriſtianity. 
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Tus Enemy Satan invades it, and with vehement 


Force, fights againſt Cin isr, our Prince, to deprive 


Him of His Subjects, and them of their Rights, through 
his Promiſe to Eternal Life. 

HEN CE then, it becomes both the Duty and Inter- 
eſt of every Chriſtian, to uſe their uttermoſt Diligence, 
in oppoſing his Proceedings, and if poſſible, to drive 
him out of their Coaſts, This is a Matter of publick 
Berefit, wherein every One is concern'd, who would 
be made eternally Happy; even as every Soldier is 
oblig'd to detect thoſe whom they find Ploting againſt 
their Prince's Honour; ſo is every Chriſtian equally 
oblig'd to defend the Honour of Curisr againſt thoſe 
who would ſcandalize and abuſe it; and he who is neg- 
Iigent and careleſs herein, or by any Means ſecłs to dijco- 
rage Others from it, juſtly deſerves: to be deem'd An 
Enemy to the Chriſtian Cauſe, and is guilty of the vileſt 
Apoſtaſy againſt GOD; unto whom, by his Baptiſmal 


Covenant, he took a moſt Solemn Oath of Allegiance 


promiſſing to ſubmit himſelf to His Holy Wall and 
Pleaſure, and fight under His Banner againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; and to continue 
His true and faithful Soldier and Servant unto his Life's 
End ; which Promiſe of Obedience can no otherwiſe 
be fulfil ”d than by abhorring and detecting Sin, as the 
Word of GOD requires; wherein all are command- 
ed to bear a Part without Exception; and they, who 
cannot either by their Tongues or their Pens, defend the 
common Intereſt of Religion; may yet at leaſt do it by 
their good Examples ; their Prayers, and Tears for the 
Carsrian Causs: The Neceſſity of which, is frequently 
exhibited from the Pulpit, and recommended by S. Paul, 
namely, That we ſhould admoniſh and provoke 


(e) Rom. xv, |, another unto Love, and to good Works (c). 


3.14 


Hebr, x. 24, WHEREFORE, CHRISTIAN READER, well- 
: knowing how very apt Human Nature is to 

be diſcourag'd, by Slander and Defamation, 1 do again 
earneſtly intreat you, to proceed with Courage, in the 
Work of the Loxp; and they that will . let 
them 
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them reproach; they muſt anſwer for it at the great Day 
of Judgment; but you ſhall be delivered: The Apoſtle 
commends it as a ps Maggs to be zealous in a 
good Cauſe; and therefore he exhorts, Not 
to be weary in Well-doing, for in due Seaſon, ſays I 
he, you ſhall reap if you faint not (d), and 
what, though you ſhould be eſteem'd Mad by ſome for 
theſe Things, yet count that your Happineſs, when. 
with the ſame Apoſtle you can ſay, It is to GOD, for 
your Sake, for the Love of CHRIST conſtraineth me; and 
be well aſſured, That the more you ſuffer for GO D's 
Sake, the greater will be your Reward, and Heaven it- 
ſelf will adminiſter ſo much the more Comfort, by 
how much the greater Difficulty. it is obtained : And 
ſurely, nothing more deſerves your Diligence and Care, - 
than this Work of Piety ; becauſe nothing 1s more ac- 
ceptable to GOD, wherein His Honour is deeply con- 
cern'd, and the Salvation of Souls labour'd after; 
wherein much Comfort ſhall be receiv'd from the 
Lo Rp, even although you ſhould be ſo fruſtrated in 
Snccels, as to complain in the Words of the Prophet; 
« All the Day long have I ſpread out my Hands unto 
ce a rebellious and diſobedient People, which watketh 
« in a Way that is not Good, after their own 
Thoughts; then I ſaid, I have labour'd in vain, yet 
c ſurely, my Judgment is with the Loxp, and my Work 
ce with my GOD; Therefore, though Irael be not ga- 
« thered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the Eyes of the 
*& Lokp, and my GO D ſhall be my Strength, and my 
« Salvation unto the End of the Earth” Nothing 
therefore has ſo ſure and ſo great a Recompence attend- 
ing it, as this Work of Piety; wherein every One ſhall 
be rewarded, nor. according to his Succeſs, but accurde 
ing to his Sincerity, and Diligence in Labouring. 
Ninthly. A ruRTHER Reaſon for our Continuance 
in the Practice of Piety, is Love to ourſclves 5 which 
ome remind us to be always conſidering the anger. 
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of Laying the Hand to the Plough, and looking back (e); 
.. and the preſent and future Benefits we looſe 
ons. Luk.11. thereby. | 
77 Ax here could 1 duly deſcribe the miſe- 
rable Effects of Impiety and Wickedneſs, how great 
a Slavery it brings a Man into, how it deprives him of 
the true Enjoyment of Life; the many dreadful Stings 
of Conſcience wherewith he is hedged round about, 
as with Thorns and Byiars, daily afflicting him with 
frightful Fears and helliſh Expettations, and the horri- 
ble Proſpect Eternity ſets before him; I ſay, could 
theſe Things be as clearly ſeen by Others, as they are 
felt by the Guilty, there would be no further Need 
of Arguments to perſuade a Perſon againſt Vice: As 
alſo; could I duly deſcribe the Happy Effects of Piety, 
the great Advantages that a Religious Life is attended 
with; the great Enjoyment it gives a Perſon of the 
preſent Benefits of Life, as knowing how properly to 
uſe them; and the exceeding Joy that the Proſpect of | 
Eternity daily affords ; 7 ſay, could I fo truly deſcribe | 
theſe Things as to make them appear to Mortal Eyes, 
my Labour would then be finiſh'd, and no One would 
want any further Excitement to Piety ; But alas! theſe 
can only be ſpiritually diſcern d, and no other wiſe known 
than by Practice itſelf; and happy, yea, for ever bleſs'd 
and happy are they, who will be perſuaded to make dili- | 
gent Trial thereof. | | | 
We call ourſelves Chriſtians, and think our Condi- | 
tion to be much ſuperior to many Others, by the hap- | 
Py Privilege of calling GOD our Fara, and Curisr 
our SaviopR; but what Advantage will this be to us, 
while we continue {till in our Sins? Surely it will ſerve | 
to no other End, — to render our 3 much 
worſe than the worſt of Heathens (): Why | 
An call ye Me LORD, LORD, and do not the | 
21. Things which I ſay? Says the Author of Life: 
C05. Lak. vi. Therefore depart ye Gurſed into Everlaſting Fire, 
46. 5. Matt. prepared for the Devil and his Ange fo 
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to us, than as we live agreeable to its Precepts; which 
requires the utter Extirpation of Vice and Profaneneſs; 
which, as it is every Perſon's Duty diligently to diſ- 
courage, ſo more eſpecially ſhould thoſe be careful to 
ſhew themſelves zealous herein, upon whom the Power 
of Puniſhment is confer'd ; by duly puniſhing Offenders, 
and compelling them to forſake their Sins; through whoſe 


A ſupine Negligence, and wretched Careleſſneſs herein it 


is, that Sin ſo much abounds gmong us, to the Scandal 
of Chriſtianity in General, and the great Shame of this 
Nation in particular: Hence it is, that we have ſo ma- 
ny unhappy Wretches, turn Preachers or Monitors un- 
der the Gallows, to warn Others from the Sins of De- 
bauchery and Wickedneſs, which has brought them to 
their thameful and untimely End, before they have 
lived out Half their Days: The MAIESTRATES there- 
fore, are doubtleſs very defettive in their Duty for the 
Cauſe of CnrisrT, which above all Things, moſtly deſerves 
their utmoſt Concern, who ſuffer Wickedneſs ſo much 
to abound and increaſe, without ſhewing more earneſt 
Zeal in detecting and ſuppreſſing it: Was profane 
Swearing and Curling, &c. ever more common than it 


is now, with which the Land greatly mourns, and 


our Streets ring with the Sound thereof? And yet, 
who is there that regards it! The Act of Parliament is 
read Quarterly in Churches for the Suppreſſing of this 
Vice; but who puts it in Execution! Should the 
Laws of the Land be as much neglected in other Re- 
ſpects as in this, alas! how very miſerable and wretch- 
ed would the Affairs of Human Life then be ! Doors 
and Bars would be no ſufficient Defence againſt Thieves 
and Robbers; Plunder and Blood-ſhed would be the 
common Sound in the Streets : Death and Murder the 
awakening Alarm in the Bed-chamber. And is not the 
Souls Welfare at leaſt with equal Concern to the Body? 


Tra, is it not infinitely preferrable to it, in Reſpect to 


Eternity? And what? Is there any Thing more de- 
ſtructive to its future Happineſs than this vile Cuſtom 
of Prophane Curſing and Swearing? Why then ſhould 
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it go unpuniſh'd ? Can we ſuppoſe it becoming a Chriſ- 
tian Majeſtrate, to ſuffer his Fellow-Creatures to be ru- 
in'd eternally, through his Neglect in controlling the 
Cauſe of this Deſtruttion ? Why then is not the Att 
of Parliament devis'd for this Purpoſe, duly put in 
Execution againſt the Offenders ? This unhappy Neg- 
lect, cauſes the very Reading the ſaid At in Churches, 
to give much Offence to ſome Pious People; who eſteem 
it as prevaricating with GOD, thus to publiſh what 
is ſo neceilary to be obſerved, without ſeeing that it 
is obſerv'd ; but yet to be offended at its Reading is an 
Error in Judgment; for by the ſame Reaſon neither 
ought the Sacred Scripture to be read in the Church, 
becauſe many who hear it, will not obſerve to obey it: 
The Church performs Her Office herein well, in de- 
claring to Others their Duty; if they neglect to obey, 
that is no Fault of Her's, but thoſe whoſe Duty it 1s 
to obey ; or cauſe it to be obey'd, namely, The Ma- 
JESTRATES, upon whom Power 1s conferred for this Pur- 
poſe, and how well it is performed by them, Experi- 
ence ſufficiently teſtifys; But now, leſt the ſaid Act 


ſhould be unknown to any who reads this Writing, it 


is here for their Information tranſcrib'd Verbatim, and 
is as follows. 


Anno Sexto & Septimo GULIELMI III. 
Regis. 


An Act for the more effectual Suppreſſing Prophane 
Curſing and Swearing, 


ad Act of Parliament made in the one and 


© twentieth Year of the Reign of King James the Firſt, 
* intituled, An AG to prevent and reform Prophane Cur - 
& ing and Swearing, hath proved ineffectual to the Sup- 


« preſſing thoſe deteſtable Sins, by Reaſon of ſome 
« Deficiencies in the ſame Act: Be it therefore enact- 


ed by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with 


« the 


* HER As it is found by Experience, That an 
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41 
cc the Advice aud Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
& Temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament 
ce aſſembled, and by the Authority of the Same, That 
« if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall, after the four and 
te twentieth Day of June, in the Year of our Lor 
4 one Thouſand fix Hundred Ninety five, Prophanely 
« Swear or Curſe in the Preſence or Hearing of any 
4 Juſtice of Peace of the County, Riding or Diviſion, 
« or of the Mayor or other head Officer or Juſtice of 
ce Peace for any City or Town Corporate, where ſuch 
© Offence is or ſhall be committed, or that ſhall be 
te thereof Convicted by Oath of one Witneſs, or by 
ce the Contefſion of the Party oftending, before any 
&« Juſtice of Peace of the County, or Mayor, or Bailiff, 
ce or other chief Officer or Juſtice of the Peace of 
« ſuch City or Town Corporate, where the ſaid Of- 
ce fence ſhall be committed, That then, for every ſuch 
& Olkence, the Party ſo oftending, hall forfeit and 
© pay to the Uſe of the Poor of the Parith, where 
cc {ach Offence or Offences ſhall be committed, the re- 
cc ſpective Sums herein after mentioned, that is to ſay, 
& Every Servant, Day Labourer, Common Soldier 
« and Common Seaman, One Shilling, and every other 
ce Perſon, Two Shillings; And in Caſe any of the Per- 
cc ſons aforeſaid, thall, after Conviction, offend a ſe- 
ce cond Time, ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit and pay Double; 
« And if a third Time, treble the Sum reſpectively by 
ce him or her to be paid for the firſt Offence. 

« And it is hereby further enacted, That upon Neg- 
e lect or Refuſal of Payment of the ſaid Forfeiture, 
& any Juſtice of Peace, of the County, Riding or Di- 
& viſion, or Mayor, or other head Officer or Juſtice 
& of Peace of any City, or Town Corporate, Where 
cc the ſaid Offences ſhall be committed, ihall, and are 
te hereby authorized and required to direct and ſend 
« his Warrant to the Conſtable, Tithingman, Church- 
& warden or Over ſeer of the Poor of the Pariſh where 
* the Offence ſhall be committed, or where rhe Offen- 
« der {hall inhabit, thereby commanding them, or 
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& ſome one or more of them, to levy by Diſtreſs and 
& Sale of the Goods of the Offender, the Sum ſo for- 
cc feited, for the Uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh, as 
& aforeſaid; And in Caſe no ſuch Diſtreſs can be had, 
& then every ſuch Offender, being above the Age of. 
& ſixteen Years, ſhall, by Warrant under the Hand and 
& Seal of the ſaid Juſtice of Peace or other Officer, as 
& aforeſaid, be publickly ſet in the Stocks for the Space 
c of one Hour for every ſingle Offence, and for any 
Number of Offences, whereof he {hall be convicted 
cc at one and the ſame Time, then two Hours; And if 
« the Party offending be under the Age of ſixteen 
& Years, and ſhall not forthwith pay the ſaid For- 
cc feitures, then he or ſhe ſhall, by Warrant, as afore- 
ce ſaid, be whipped by the Conftable, or by the Pa- Þ 
& rent, Guardian or Maſter of ſuch Offender in the 
cc Preſence of the Conſtable. 3 
| & And be it further enacted, That if any Juſtice of 
| te the Peace, or chief Majeſtrate, ſhall wilfully and 
| & wittingly omit the Performance of his Duty in the 
c Execution of this Act, he ſhall for feit the Sum of 
& five Pounds, the one Moiety to the Ule of the In- 
£ former, to be recovered by Action, Suit, Bill or 
Plaint, in any of his Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, f 
wherein no Eſſoign, Protection or Wager of Law | e 
& ſhall be allowed, nor any more than one Imparlance. | « 
ce And it is hereby further enacted, That if any | 
« Action or Suit ſhall be commenced or brought 
cc againit any Juſtice of Peace, pon or other Offi= | 7 
ce cer, or Perſon whatſoever, for doing or cauſing to | + 
« be done any Thing in purſuance of this Act, con- 
ec cerning the ſaid Offences, the Defendanr, in ſuch Ac- 
* tion, may plead the general Iſſue, and give the ſpe- | XN 
« cial Matter in Evidence; And if upon ſuch Action, t! 
4 Verdict be given for the Defendant, or the Plaintitf | #7 
* become Nonſuit, or diſcontinue his Action, then | 
* the Defendant ſhall have treble Coſts. P 
“ Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, That 
* no Perſon ſhall be proſecuted or troubled for any x 
| by | O Ottence Þ 
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« Offence againſt this Statute, unleſs the Same be 
ce proved or proſecuted within ten Days next after the 
46 Offence committed. 
« And it is further enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That this Act ſhall be publickly read four ſe- 
« veral Times in the Year in all Pariſh Churches, and 
& all publick Chappels, by the Parſon, Vicar or Curate 
ce of the reſpective Pariſhes or Chappels, immediately 
« after Morning Paryer, on four ſeveral Sundays, that 
ce ig to ſay, The Sunday next after the four and twen- 
© tieth Day of June, the nine and twentieth Day of 
& September, the five and twentieth Day of December, 
ce and the five and twentieth Day of March, under the 
cc Pain of Twenty Shillings for every ſuch Omiſſion 
ce or Neglect. 

& And be it further enacted by the Authority afore- 
& ſaid, That the Juſtice of Peace, Mayor or other 
& head Officer ſhall regifter in a Book, to be kept for 
& that Purpoſe, all the Convictions made before him 
ce upon this Act, and the Time of making thereof, and 
«© for what Offence, and ſhall certify the Same to the 
& next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the 
c“ ſaid County or Place, where the Offences are com- 
ce mitted, to be there kept upon Record by the reſpec- 
ce tive Clerks of the Peace, to be ſeen without Fee or 
« Reward. 


c 


a £5 


Tuus we ſee the Duty of both Magiſtrates and 
People; the one to forſake, or be puni{h'd ; the other 
to puniſh, or be fin d: That the People don't volun- 
tarily obey, is their own Fault; but that they are not 
made to obey, is the Magiſtrates z whoſe criminal 
Neglect herein ſhall one Day be ſeverely puniſhed by 
that Judge who is no Reſpecter of Per- (6) wit vi. 
ſons (h); who deftroy'd Sodom and Gomor- 
rab with Deſtruction by Fire from Heaven for the vile 
Practice of Sodomy; a Crime this, always „ _ 
worthy of Death, and was ſo puniſb d under 13. 
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theſe Days, is lightly regarded; Where then I bejeech you 
ig Chriſtian Zeal now? Therefore to the Majeſtrates, 
ſuch I mean as are juſtly chargeable with this criminal 
Omiſſion, do I now addreſs mylelf, earneſtly beſeech- 
ing them ſo to confider their own Happineſs, and 
that of their Fellow Creatures, as not to utter 
them to be ruin'd by their Neglect; left the Hea- 
thens riſe up in Judgment. againſt them, and con- 
demn them. Wherefore, hear the Word of the LoRD, 
ye Majeſtrates and Rulers of the People; thus ſaith ihe 
Lox, i/bether ye will hear, or whether ye will forbear, 
yet ſhall ye know, That I am GOD, and there is none 
elſe; I kill, and I make alive; and there is none that 
can deliver out of Mine Hand : Will you not hear 
My Voice, and tremble at My Words? ſaith the 
Loxp; For they that Honour Me I will Honcur, but 
they that deſpiſe Me ſhall be lightly eftcemed ; bleſs d is 
the Man that doeth this, and the Son of Man 
that layeth hold on it; © That keepech the Sab- 
ce bath from polluting it, and keepeth his Hand from 
ee doing any Evil; that looſes the Bands of Wick- 
© ednels, and lightens the heavy Burdens of the 
« Afflicted, and lets the Oppreſs'd go free, and breaks 
ce the Yoke of Iniquity ; and alſo, That thou deal thy 
«& Bread to the Hungry, and aſſiſt the Poor in his 
« Diftreſs; when thou ſeeſt the Naked, that thou 
& cover him, and ſhut not thine Ears againſt the 
« Crys of the Indigent : Then ſhall thy Light break 


« forth as the Morning, and thine Health ſhall ' Þ 


« ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go 
« before thee, and the Glory of the Loxp ſhall 
ce be thy Re- reward; thou ſhalt call upon Him, and 
& He hall anſwer z thou ſhalt cry, and He ſhall 
& ſay, Here am I. But if ye will not obey my 
& Voice, ſaith the LonD, know for certain that ye 
« ſhall utterly periſh from off the Face of the Earth, 
* and thy going hence ſhall be unto Eternal Woe 
* and Miſery, when thine own Wickedneſs ſhall 
correct thee, and thy Back-ſliding ſhall Open 
at: * thee 3 
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« thee; then ſhalt thou know and ſee, that it is 
cc an Evil Thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken 
© the Loxp thy GOD, and that my Fear is not 
© in thee, ſaith the LoD GOD of Hoſts” This is 
the Threatning of the AluioHrx, and there is but one 
Decree for you, for the irreverſable Sentence is al- 
ready paſsd; namely, That every one ſhall be reward- 
ed according to his Deeds, and they that have done 
Good, ſhall go into Life everlaſting ; but they that have 
done Evil, into everlaſting Fire. 

Cox sipER theſe Things therefore, I earneſtly in- 
treat you, and permit not the Loxy's People ſtill 
to Tranſgreſs, by ſuffering them to go on in their 
Sins unreprov'd, leſt thou thereby, through thy 
Silence, deſtroy thy Brother for whom CHRIST died: 
Remember, I beſeech you, the End of your Truſt, 
which as the Apoſtle has well expreſs'd it, 1s, namely, 
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for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and the Praiſe of 
them that do Mell: And was there ever more Neceſfity 


to punith Evil Doers than now? Conſider how miſe- 
rably Chriſtianity ſuffers by this Neglect, how grievouſ- 
Iy Cuxisr is abus'd, and Mens Souls loſt, run- 
ning head-long into their own Ruin for want of 
being timely reſtrain'd : Our Priſons and Gallowſes 
bear Witneſs to the Truth of theſe Things, and 
the Living greatly ſuffer thereby: And what Evil 
does it not bring upon the Earth! Is not this the 
Cauſe of that heinous Sin, PERJ UR ſo frequently 
complained of in theſe Days? Whereby the Innocent 
are deſtroy'd, while the Guilty go free; for how 
can it be ſuppos'd, That he who makes no Con- 


when the Hope of Gain is preſent ? 
ConsSIDER then once more how much it is in 


your Power to do Service to TourJelves, your Fellow 


Creatures, your King, and your Country ; for Vice 
being ſuppreſs d by your Induſtry, great will be your 
Reward Hereafter, and much Happineſs to your 


Fellow Creatures Here : Ten thouſand Robberies, 


Rapes, 


in common, ſhould avoid it 
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Rapes, inhuman Murders, and untimely Deaths would 
be happily prevented; while Unity, Peace and Love 
would flouriſh among Chriſtians, in Proportion to 
the Improvement of Piety and Virtue, many alſo 
would be reduced to be good Subjects to His Ma- 
JesTY, uſeful Members in Society, and beneficial 
to the Publick, whom now are governed only by 
their own corrupt Paſſions and Luſts, the Bane of 
all Happineſs, and Root of all Evil, which drives them 
head-long into Eternal Ruin: And will not the 
Conſideration of theſe Things excite you to lay hold 
of the Opportunity of doing ſo much Good to Man- 
kind in general, and to Yourſelyes in particular? 
Then verily, nothing will; and the Nation will be 
involy'd in impiety and Wickedneſs, and you will 
be the Cauſe of its Ruin; which will heap unto 
Yourſelves Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath; and 
plunge you ſo much the deeper into the horrible 
Gurt of Eternal Torments: As therefore, you 
would approve Yourſelves Loyal Subjects, Faithful Ma- 
jeſtrates, and Good Chriſtians ; yea, as you regard your 
own Immortal Intereſt, and the Happineſs of your 
Fellow Creatures, conſider, obſerve, and practice 
what is here advis'd, and it ſhall be your Wiſdom, 
and turn to your Eternal Joy. 

Tus great King Nebuchadnezzar is very commen- 
dable in this; namely, That he bleſs'd the GOD 
of mae e e pere, to thoſèe who Þ 

... mould ſpeak any Thing amiſs againſt him (k), | 
* 2 whom, ſays he, I praiſe, extol, — honour , 
all whoſe Works are Truth, and bis Ways 
0) id. iv. Judgment, and thoſe that walk in Pride be is | 
37. able to abaſe (I). Ns 
Ax p how happy! yea, how very happy a Na- 
tion and People thould we be, if His MaJzsTY 
would be pleaſed to renew that ancient and moſt ex- 
cellent Decree. of Darius the Median ; (and would 
to GOD it might be 10) namely, © That in every 
Dominion of his Kingdom, Men ſhould Tram 
on Be cc an 
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« and Fear before the GOD of Heaven ; who is 
cc the Living GOD, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his 
« Kingdom, that which ſhall not be deſtroy'd ; but 
cc his Dominion ſhall be even unto the : 
« End (m)” : For then (and not till they ©) Pan. vi. 
J Fear) ſhall we fee Religion flouriſh in * * 

its native Luſtre; and GOD would be worſhipp'd 
in the Beauty of Holineſs! Yea, Piety and Truth 
would embrace each other, and the Lon, the 
GOD of Hoſts himſelf, would ſurely be tor us, 
and who then could be againſt us ! 

TRUE RELi1G10N, is the beſt Preſerva- a 
tive of a Nation from Violence and De- G * may 
ſtruction (); as preſerving its Members Zi. "27" 
in all Loyal and Dutitul Obedience to their ; 
Sovereign, as the Precepts thereof requires; and 
while Piety fits at the Helm of a Kingdom, Peace 
and Proſperity is transfus'd throughout each Part 
thereof. 

Goop King Jehoſhaphat, was doubtleſs very ſen- 
ſible of this, while he gives Charge to the Judges, 
That they ſhould take Heed of Right in their Judgment; 
as not judging for Men but for the Lokp, 108 

ro. 


or taking of Gifts (o). . 
WHEREFORE, kind RRA DEIN, I earneſtly intreat you 
to reflect upon theſe Things ſeriouſly, as being 
moſtly becoming your Care and Wiſdom diligently 
to conſider : Believe me, I have no other Intereſt 
in recommending them to you, than for the Good 
of your Immortal Soul; which 1 very greatly thirſt 
and long after. | 
For row nnt therefore a Multitude to do Evil; let 
not the wicked Examples of Others draw you into 
your own Ruin; fly from Sin, as from the Face of a 
moſt cruel Dzxacon; conſider, it will be no Alleviation 
of thy Torments, when in the State of the Damn'd, 
to have many thy Companions there, who were once 
thy Aſſociates in Sin here, 1 Ws . 
{ | ND 
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Anp now, Cur1sTiIan READER, having thus far 
reflected upon the Neceſſity and great Benefit of Reli- 
gion in General; it remains, 


Tenthiy. Tuar your Duty herein be more particu- 


larly conſider'd in Reſpect to your Family; wherein 
eſpecial Care ſhould always be had, That they be well 
inſtructed in the Faith and Fear of GOD, as the only 
Means to make them Happy, Here and Hereafter. 

Tur Seal of GOD's Covenant to Abraham, equally 
| .. reſpected his Servants as himſelf ); he 
&) 0004" was commanded to regard them as well as 

' * * his Children: And GOD mentions it as a 
Thing well pleaſing unto Him, That He knew Abraham, 
that he would command his Children and Houſhold after him, 
6% Gen avi that they ſhould fear the LORD, to do Juſtice 
— and judgment (4). And Cornelius's Praiſe is 

written in TR Book or LIE, Becauſe he 
Gactæ. a, feared GOD, with all bis Houſe (r); and you 
SF alſo, if you would approve yourſelf a true 
Chriſtian, and be rewarded as ſuch, muſt worithip GOD 
with all thy Houle. | 

Cunisr died for all, as the Soul of the Son, fo alſo 
the Soul of the Servant is His: Thy Servants have 
Souls to be ſav'd as well as thou, and to allow them 
only Food and Raiment, is to have but little more Re- 

ard to them, than to the Beaſts that periſh ; but ſo 
| as they continue under thy Direction, GOD has 
made thee a Watchman over their Souls, and requires, 
That you ſhould be equally careful of their ſpiritual 
Welfare as of your own (s), and inſtruct 

A. Mare. them in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
S Ti iis, Lox; daily improving them herein, not 
only by calling upon them to attend Divine 

Worſhip at Church (unto which they ſhould be admitted 
every Sabbath at leaſt) but alſo to join with you in 
Prayer at Home, which ought carefully to be us'd by 
every Head of the Family, at leaſt once a Day, but 
rather twice, eſpecially on the Loxp's Day z together, 
| W 
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with the attentive Hearing the Word of GOD, 


which ought to be read daily; with a ſtrict Admoni- 
tion alſo, that they neglett not their Private Devo- 
tions, Morning and Evening, which is the indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of all: Unto whoſe Uſe the following 
Prayer 1s recommended, if they are not otherways 
better provided, | 


A Prayer to be uſed Morning and Evening. 


ce Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious TRIN ITV, three 
0. Perſons in one GOD; have Mercy upon me, 
« a miſerable Sinner. Prevent me, O Lo xp, I hum- 
ce bly beſeech Thee, in all my Thoughts, Words, 
& and Actions, with Thy moſt Gracious Favour 
ce and be pleaſed mercifully to further me in Thy 
« Ways, with Thy continual Help; daily improving 
& me in the Knowledge and Practice of all Things, 
ct that may moſtly tend to promote Thy Glory, the 
« Good of my Fellow Creatures, and my own Eter- 
te nal Happineſs. And O] my GOD: Who delight- 
cc eth not in the Death of a Sinner, but rather 
te that he ſhould turn from his Evil Way, and live; 
cc leave me not, I humbly beſeech Thee, to mine 
« own Ways; but let Thy Word be a Lamp unto 
« my Feet, and a Light unto my Paths; and give 
te me the Spirit of entire Submiſſion and Ketigna- 
ce tion to Thy Divine Will, that whatſoever Station 
© or Condition of Life Thy Providence ſhall be 
« pleated to allot for me, I may be therewith con- 
*" rene. 

Cc Axp as Thou, O Lon D GOD Armicnrty, 
te knoweſt the Secrets of the Heart, and art able 
ce to guide and govern it according ro Thy Good 
ce Pleaſure ; O! therefore be favourable unto me, I 
«< earneſtly intreat Thee; and remove far from me 
ce all Pride, Vain-Glory, Envy, Hatred, Malice, and 


c all Uncharitableneſs; and fo direct me by Thy 
Holy Spirit, that in = my Works 


begun, con- 
« tinued, 


* 
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„ tinued, and ended in Thee; I may glority Thy 
c Holy Name; and finally by Thy Mercy, obtain 
cc everlaſting Life, through J=svs CHRIST Our Lorp ; 
ce in whoſe moſt bleſſed Name and Words, I fur- 
ec ther beſeech Thee, to be meciful unto me, and 
ce to all Thy People; eſpecially do I humbly pray 
cc for my Friends, Relations, Benefactors, and Well- 
&« Wiſhers, ſay ing: Our Father, which art in Heaven; 
&« FHallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
c ill be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 
ce this Day our daily Bread. And forgive us our Treſ- 


* 


&« paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 


cc lead us not into Temptation; but deliver us from Evil: 
cc For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, 
ce for ever and ever. Amen. 


« Almighty GOD, Father of alt Mercies; I Thine 
& unworthy Servant, do give Thee moſt humble and 
c hearty Thanks, for all Thy Goodneſs and loving Kind- 
cc neſs tome and to all Men: I bleſs Thee for my Creati- 
ce on, Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings of this Life, 
ce which from Time to Time Thou haſt moſt graciouſly 
« conferr'd upon me; but above all, for Thine in- 
ce eſtimable Love, in the Redemption of the World, 
cc by Our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, for the Means of 
c Grace, and for the Hopes of Glory; and I be- 
cc ſeech Thee to give me that due Senſe of all Thy 
« Mercies, that my Heart may be unfeignedly thank- 
« ful; and that I may ſhew forth Thy Praiſe, not 
© only with my Lips, but more eſpecially in my 
cc. Life; by giving up my ſelf to Thy Service, and 
cc by walking before Thee, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ce ouſneſs all my Days, through ]zsus Curisr Our 
< Lord; to whom with Thee and the Hory Guosr, 
ce is. due all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe in Heaven 
and Earth; beſeeching Thee, O Loxvp! to re- 
* ceive theſe my Supplications and Prayers, which 
ce at this Time I have humbly offered unto Thy 
Divine Majeſty ; and grant that among the 1 

ce an 
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« and manifold Changes and Chances of this Mor- 


& tal Life, my Heart may ſurely there be fixt, where 


& true Joys are only to be found; this I beg for 
c Jzsus CHRIST's Sake, whole Grace, with the Love 
& of GOD, and the Fellowſhip of the HoLy Gyosr ; 
« may Hex, the ever bleſſed Trinity, grant to be 
cc with me, now, and henceforth for eyermore, 


« Amen. 


Tuts, or ſome other Prayer, 7 ſay, let them be 
careful reverently to uſe upon their Knees, Morn- 
ing and Evening; who ſhould likewiſe be advis'd 
diligently to read the Sacred Scripture all Oppor- 
tunities ; and that, not as a common or ordinary 
Book, to be uſed indifferently with Careleſsneſs, but 


with Reverence and due Regard, eſteeming it, as in 


Truth it is, the Voice of GOD, revealing his Will to 
them thereby : Therefore the better to prepare their 
Minds for a due Improvement and Inſtruction from 
what they read, they would do well betore they be- 
gin, devoutly upon their Knees to uſe what follows. 


a LESSED Loxp, who haſt caufed all Holy 
4 Scriptures to be written for our Inſtruction, 
ce grant that I may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
ce obſerve, learn and inwardly digeſt them; that 
© by Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Word, I 
c may embrace, and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope 
« of everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given me in 
ce my Saviouk Jesus CHRIST. Amen. 


WHEeReiNn Parents ſhould alſo be moſt ſollicitous 
and careful to inſtruct their Children, that from their 
Childhood they may know the Holy Scripture, which 
is the beſt Treaſure that their Minds can be fur- 
niſh'd with, and will be of laſting Uſe and Benefit 
to them, as being the greateſt Preſervative againſt 
the Temptations of Satan, and the chiefeſt of Re- 
medies to cure the Wounds of the Soul, which Ig- 
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52 
norance and Error hath planted there: It is there- 
fore the Supreme of all Books, wherein Life and Im- 
mortality is brought to Light ; what greater Benc- 
fit therefore can Parents beſtow upon their Chil- T7 
dren, than duly to exerciſe their Minds in the Know- *' 
ledge of the Sacred Scripture ? Wherefore, I earneſtly |” 
beſeech them to be intreated, That as they regard 
both the preſent and future Happineſs of their Chil- 
dren, they would give all Diligence, carefully to in- 
ſtruct them herein. Children are not capable of 
chuſing for themſelves, and readily imbibe any Thing 
that is adminiſtred to them, whether it be Good or 
Bad; ſurely then, it very greatly behoves Parents 
to chuſèe that which is beſt for them, and to in- 
ſtruct them in the Way to Immortality while they | 
are yet Young, that they may never after depart | 
from it. The Holy Scripture, therefore, is of all 
other Things the moſt proper for this Purpolez; | 
wherein they are taught the true Senſe of their | 
Dependency upon GOD; of their Duty to their | 
Parents; of their Love to their Fellow Creatures, | 
and of the Regard due to Themſelves to live as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of CHRIST. f 
AN p now, might Iadviſe herein, I would earneſtly re- 
commend to Parents, that they let no Day flip without 
ſome Part of it being imploy'd by their Children in 
reading the Sacred Scripture, and alſo writing out 
ſome of the moſt uſeful Precepts thereof, which would 
both fix it ſtrongly in their Memory, and alſo im- 
prove their Hand-writing, if carefully attended to ; 
believe me Parents, I beſeech you, and let me not 
peak into the Air: There is no greater Benefit 
you can poſſibly beſtow upon your Children than 
a Pious Education; be careful then, to Arm them 
with a due Reverence towards GOD, and a decent 
Behaviour in His Sacred Tabernacle ; ſuffer them 
not to follow the too general and ſhameful Cuſtom 
of the preſent Age, of behaving themſelves with 
Irreverence and Careleſsneis, nor ſitting while _ 
| mo 
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moſt HIGH GOD is prais'd in the Voice of the 
Pſalms; which however common, (it is with Grief 
that I ſpeak it) tends greatly to the Scandal of Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip, it is a Sin and Scandal, and we muſt 


not follow a Multitude to do Evil: An irreverent 
and ſluggiſh Behaviour in the Houſe of GOD, is 


not to Worſhip Him, but to Reproach and pre- 


ſumptuouſly Affront Him: To Worſhip GOD, is 
the moſt ſolemn Thing in the World, and ſhould 
be done in the moſt ſolemn and decent Manner, 
with all the Heart and Affections; and ſo far as 
it deviates from this, ſo far it is imper fect and in- 
effectual, if not vain and ſinful ; as moſt certainly 
it is, when done either out of Cuſtom or with Care- 
leſsneſs 

Tuus inſtructing Children while they are Young 
in the Precepts of GOD, and how decently to Wor- 
ſhip Him; they will nobly improve with the In- 
creaſe of Years, in giving the Lorp the Honour 
due unto His Name, and worſhipping the LORD 
with Holy Worſhip z and their Parents will be more 
gratefully remembered by them in nothing, than 
their Care of their Reliious Education, m that they 
now find by ' Experience; That a merciful GOD is 
the beſt Treaſure; and to be accepted by Him, the ſu- 
premeſt Happineſs : And from a due Senſe hereof, they 
will teach their Children the ſame, and their Children 
the fourth Generation : Thus Piety will increaſe, 
to the Glory of GOD; and you, as being prima- 
rily Inſtrumental herein, ſhall in no wiſe loſe your 
Reward : Be intreated then, I beſeech you, to make 
Trial of the Truth of what is here recommended, 
and if you don't find it turn greatly to your Be- 
nefit, then let me bear the Blame for ever. 

{AND now, perhaps, ſome may think that I ought 
to have ſaid ſomething concerning the Duty of Chil- 
dren to their Parents; but as here I have men- 
tion'd only one Part of a Parent's Duty, among mazy, 
] muſt defer the Reſt to ſome other Gn, 5 

when 
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when I ſhall, GOD willing, conſider it more fully, 
together with the Duty of Children to their Pa- 
rents; in the mean Time, let them be carefully dili- 
gent in acquainting themſelves with the Sacred Scrip- 
ture, from whence they will abundantly be in- 
form'd of this Particular ; and convinc'd of the great 
Neceſſity of obſerving it: The Sacred Scripture, I ſay, 
kt them be carefully inſtructed in, which I can't too 
much recommend, in regard of its mighty Uſe andBe- 
nefit, both for the Preſent and Future Hapineſs of 
Mankind: This is the Pearl of great Price; the in- 
eſtimable Treaſure of the Soul, ſent to us from 
Heaven to teach us the Way thither : It is a Guide 
to our Paths to keep us from Error; the Key of 
Heaven to admit us into Bliſs; our Comfort in 
Affliction ; our Shield and Sword againſt Satan, 
whereby we ſhall always be able to overcome him : 
It is the School of Prudence; the Fountain of Wiſ- 
dom; Spring of Underſtanding, and Stream of Know- 
2 ledge 3 wherein whatſoever 1s neceſſary to be be- 
liev'd, deſir'd, or hop'd for, is contain'd : It is the 
Mirror wherein we behold the Face of GOD, by 
the Works of His Providence, and receive Teſtimony 
from thence in Fayour of our Future Happineſs, by 
the great Things He has done for us: How then 
can the Excellency of this Divine Book be too much 
eſteem' d, or too earneſtly recommended? Wherein 
the Spring of Picty, and Fountain of Heavenly Know- 
ledge is contain'd ; whereby the Mind may be en- 
tightened with Divine Wiſdom, and the Soul en- 
rich'd with an Immortal Treaſure; This is a Lamp 
unto the Feet and a Light unto the Paths; and is pro- 
fitable for Direction, Correction, and Inſtruction in the 
Way of Righteouſneſs : Here we are taught the Know- 
ledge of all Things that are neceſſary, both for the 
Life that now is, and for that which is to come; 
which therefore we are advis'd to ſearch by its 
Pivine Author, and the Holy Pen-Men _ 
| t; 
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of (t)z and invited by its ſelf, to liſten to 
its Heavenly Doctrine, as that which will (z) Deut. vi: 
make us wiſe unto Salvation (4) : Here it Oy Te Ni 
is, we become acquainted with GOD and Tok * 
His Attributes, of whom, the more we Acts vii 5 
know, the greater is our Joy and Tran- 1 Tim. bv, 
quility of Soul, and the ſurer our Pro- . 
tection from all Evil: How invaluable 15, 16. 
then is the Excellency of this Divine 00 PER 
Book, which contains ſuch an ineſtima- xxxll. x 2. 
ble Treaſure of Immortal Knowledge! And Is. Iv. x, 
3 — which, all orher Wri- ed 
3, even the beſt, are but as ſo man 

flowing from a large Fountain, like 4 3 
the Sea, is to the Sea it ſelf: And if thoſe who 
are ſo apt to ſuggeſt the Sufficiency of the Sacred 
Scripture, as making it unneceſſary for other Wri 
tings, would obſerve it themſelves, and be guided 
by its Precepts, their Plea would be Juſt, and thts 
ſelves Happy ; but becauſe their Lives are very con- 
trary hereto, and their Approbation of it only cou ſts 
in Words; it therefore becomes neceſſary for other ER 
hortations, and has, among other Things, been the O : 
ſion of this greſent Writing; wherein, I would — , 
from my Soul, recommend aboye all Thin the 
diligent Study of the Sacred Scripture, as 4 m f | 
excellent and moſt valuable of all other Books ; 
the World, and moſtly becoming the Wiſdom id 
Prudence of all, to make it their firſt and 15 
principal Care to be well acquainted there- (x) S. Mark 
with, leaſt their Ignorance herein, be alſo ii. 29, 24, 
one Day reprov'd, as has been that of 271 —— 
others by CHRIST himſelf (x). e 


Hay therefore are - thoſè that are daily exer- 


cis d in this Divine Study; yea, bleſſed are they 


that meditateth in it Da 5 5 | 
y and Night ; which - 
ur ip obſerve and practice, is the Glory of Youk 
2 * e Crown of Old Age; bringing Peace and 
Comfort here, and Eternal Reſt in the World to 
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come. In which Sacred Writings, although many 
Things are contain'd above the Underſtanding of 
common Capacities ; yet whatſoever is neceſſary for 
Direction, Correttion, and Inſtruction, in the Way of 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation, is plain and conſpicuous 
to the meaneſt Underſtandings ; which therefore, 
Servants as well as others, ſhould be advis'd for their 
Soul's Benefit, carefully to read at all Opportunies ; 
to whom, for their ſpeedier Improvement herein, I 
would principally recommend the Abridgement of 
the Scripture, mention'd in the Title Page of this 
Book; and therein more eſpecially, the Books of Scrip- 
ture advis'd in the Introduction; wherein with little Di- 
ligence and Care, much Improvement in uſeful Know- 
ledge and Piety may be obtain d; which therefore, 
their Maſters or Superiors would do well to fur- 
niſn them with. 
Tus ſhould be the Care of every Superior or 
Head of a Family, to inſtruct their Houſhold in 
the Faith and Fear of GOD; which however it 
be lightly eſteem'd in this degenerate and luke-warm 
Age of Chriſtianity, which is almoſt ripe for Jugdment 
is notwithſtanding a Neglect, for which they mall 
one Day be ſeverely accountable; and the Loſs of 
any one Soul occaſion'd thereby, will ſurely then 
be requir'd at their Hands, and very greatly add 
to the Puniſhment of their Condemnation : Where- 
fore, I beſeech you ſeriouſly to think upon theſe 
Things, and no longer negle& the Spiritual Wel- 
fare of your Servants; but have Regard to them 
according to the Divine Commandment, and gwe 
unto them that which is Juſt, even Cloathing for 
their Souls, remembring, That hau alſo have a Maſper 
in Heaven, by whom you are requir d ſo to do (y). 
0 K. Conſider, their Raps is as dear to 
2. Con. them, as thine is to thee, and when loſt 
through your Neglect, what can you ren- 
der to them as a Recompence for the ſame? Are 
you angry with them for diſobeying your Coy 
; man 
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mands ? And ſhall not GOD be much more fo with 
you, when, through your Means, they are deprived, 
either of the Power or Opportunity of performing 
unto Him what He requires of them ? 

Jo inſtruct the Ignorant in the Fear of the Loxp, 
is an Office not unbecoming the greateſt Monarch, 
much leſs ought thoſe of an inferior Condition to 
be aſhamed thereo : Upon the Sabbath at leaſt, they 
ought ſurely to have Time for Religious Duties, and to 
attend the Publick Worſhip of GOD; and for this 
Purpoſe, many Things neceſſary upon other Days, 
ſhould upon this Day be diſpenc'd with; as much 
Cooking, long Meals, Viſiting, and ſuch like: That 
ſo they may be at more Leiſure, to attend upon 
thoſe Things, which concerns their Soul's Intereſt ; 
for how can it be ſuppos'd, That a Servant, after 
having long attended the Table, ſhould afterwards 


have ſufficient Time to Dine, and prepare for Church? 


And what is this but to prefer the Gratification 
of thy Appetite, before thy Servant's Immortal In- 
tereſt; and to ſet it up in Oppoſition to GOD's 
Commands? Truly how pleaſant and delightful ſo- 
ever ſuch Food may ſeem to be at preſent, yet here- 
after it will be found to be but Gall and Wormmood 


to the Soul, and as ſo much Poiſon to the Body 


to procure its Deſtruction. 

THrar thoſe who are careleſs and indifferent about 
Religion ſhould be guilty of this Crime, by not minding 
whether their Servants attend Church or no, or what 


becomes of their Immortal Souls, is not ſo much to 
be wonder'd at, as having little or no Regard for 


their own; but that thoſe who ſeem to be other- 


wiſe affected, ſhould be guilty thereof, is as unac- 


| countable as it is ſinful, and as unworthy a Chrifſ- 


tian as it is deſtructive to Piety ; which ought there- 
fore to be abhorr'd and forſaken by all: Is there 
any Mercy greater than that which regards the Soul's 
Happineſs ? Yet how often is this neglected by thoſe 
who talk much of * A merciful” Man, ſay 

they, 
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they, is merciful to his Beaſt: In theſe, therefore, 
who ſeem to have ſuch a due Senſe of Mercy, we 
might reaſonably hope to find a Noble Example 
thereof; but how are we deceiv'd! How unhappy 
is the Diſappointment, when in many Inſtances we 
find them acting the direct Contrary ? Behaving them- 
{elves with much Moroſeneſs and Ill- nature towards 
their Servants ; frequently diſpleas'd at they know 
not what, and requiring of them more than they are 
able to perform; not allowing them ſo much as Time to 
think of the great End for which they were dreated, 
much leſs to prepare for it; No, nor even ſhewing 
a ſuitable Pity and Compaſſion towards them when 
afflicted with Illneſs, but are preſently diſpleas'd and 
think of removing them out of their Houſes! And 


yet thele are they who talk of Mercy towards Beaſts, 


who themiclves want common Humanity towards 
their Fellow Creatures. 

AN p here, while I reflect upon the unhappy Frailty 
of Human Nature, could I be excus'd by the very 
Aged, of being thought guilty of an unpardonable 
Prefumption, 1 might addreſs myſelf to them in a few 
Words; requeſting, That they would not be ſo much 
troubled about the Thoughts of leaving this World ; 


I mean, That they would not be ſo very ſuſpicions of 


Others wiſhing for their Death, as ſome are apt to be, 
to the great Diſquieting of themſelves and thoſe about 
them; what Unhappineſs does this not create! while 
the earneſt Deſires of Others in wiſhing for their Health 
and Happineſs, is conſtrued by them as defiring no- 
thing but their Death! If they tell them thus much; 
then they are accus'd of Fawning and Flattery; if they 
are filent about it, then they are deem'd cold and in- 
different in their Affections towards them; and who 
knows how to behave themſelves in ſuch an intricate 
Caſe! The great Weakneiſes and many Infirmities that 
naturally attend old Age, are doubtleſs better felt 
than can be expreſs'd, and are greatly deſerving Pity 


and tender Regard from all; but are ſuch Thoughts 


the 
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” the natural Reſult of Years? If fo, O! who would 
not dread to be Old! which yet, I can no more be- 
lieve, than that minor Years, thould beſpeak a Perſon 
to be a Fool, only becauſe he is Young : Vet if I am 
miſtaken in this Thing, I humbly ask Pardon of them, 
whom I greatly reverence and eſteem even ö 
for their Vears, and that, by Divine Com- (s) tos 
mand (x). 8 
1 BUT nom to return, I can't here but remark the un- 
happy and criminal Neglect of ſome Maſters towards 
their Bond- ſervants, thole, I mean, whom we call Blacks 
or Negroes; Who are ſo far from permitting them the 
Benefits of RELIGION, that they will not ſuffer them 
to be baptized; ſuch Maſters ſurely know not what 
Manner of Spirit they are of, neither do I know what 
to think of them ; whether their Condition be better 
than the Slaves that they keep in Ignorance or no: It 
N wouldbe a Scandal to Chriſtianity to call them Chriſtians, 
ſiunce they diiter ſo much from the Mind of the'r great 
» | Author, Cuntsr; who commanded His Diſciples to 
- | 
h 


_— 1 


baptize all Nations; and preſſed nothing more earneſt- 

ly than Love, which He calls, a new Commandment, 

in Reſpect of its univerſal Extent, which was pecu- 

F lar to Chriſtians alone: The Jews loved their Neigh- 
„ | bours, and ſo do the Turks and Pagans at this Day; 
it | buta Chriſtian's Love is to be General, and extend to all 
le | Mankind, Enemies as well as Friends, after the Exam- 
h þ pleof Curisr; who loved all Mankind, and gave His 
Life for them; and has conſtituted Love as a deſtin- 
\- | guiſhing Character of Chriſtianity, by which Chrifti- 
y ans ſhould be known from other People, in ſeeking by 
. Love and good Offices to win Others to Happ nets, 
\o | even as CxRIS came to enlighten the Blind from their 
te Darkneſs of Error, and call Sinners to Repentance : 
at 1 And ſo far as a Perſon recedes from this Diſpoſition, 
it þ even ſo far he is from being a true Chriſtian: How then 
ö can theſe Men be called Chriſtians, who inſtead of 
us þ longing for their Fellow Creatures Happineſs, and 
he | uſing Means to obtain it, as the Example of CHRIST re- 
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uires; on the Contrary deprive them of the Power of 
33 Chriſtians: Oh! inhuman Cruelty, which 
can't be ſufficiently exploded, or enough lamented : 
How joytul a Thing ſhould it be efteem'd, to ſave a 
Soul from Eternal Death! How pleaſant an Exerciſe 
to inſtruct the Ignorant in the Fear of the Loxp! How 
great is the Reward of ſuch Labour! And how noble 
the Encouragement thereto : Heaven is offered for an 
Inducement to it; and a Crown of Immortal Glory 
for a Recompence : How 1s it then that ſuch mighty 
Rewards don't engage a Perſon to obtain them? Why 
do they keep their Fellow Creatures in Ignorance ? 
Why do they deprive them of Chriftian Knowledge ? 
Or reſtrain them from Baptiſm and embracing the Chriſ- 
tian Faith ? Why ! Becauſe, ſay they, They. would 
then be Chriſtians, and think themſelves free from an 
Obligation of perpetual Servitude : A ſtrange Reaſon, 
indeed ! But who ever claim'd it ? Or by what Ri 
can it be claum'd ? Are they not fold for their Lives? 
And what ? Does Chriſtianity free them from the Du- 
ty of Servitude ? No, verily; no otherwiſe than a 
Perſon that is hired for One or a greater Number of 
Years, is exempted from Labour, becauſe he's a Chriſ- 
tian: Chriſtianity therefore don't free them ſrom an 
Obligation of Servitude, but lightens their Burden, by 
a Proſpect of future Reward ; and makes them more 
ſubmiſſive and obedient to their Maſters ; it changes 
their {laviſh Fear into a filial Love, and their Obedi- 
ence is now, not extorted by Fear, as before, but en- 
gaged by Love and a Deſire of Pleaſing, as Chriſtianity 
requires; and the more ſo, as they improve 1n the 
Knowledge of the Chriftian Faith, for the beſt Chriſ- 
tians are always the moſt faithful Servants; and be- 
ing Servants for Life, they patiently ſubmit to it, re- 
membring the Apoſtle's Words, He that is called in the 
LORD, being a Servant, is the LO RD's Freeman; there- 
fore art thou called, being a Servant, care not for it, but 
remain patiently in thy Calling; looking for the bleſſed 
Hope and glorious Appearing of our LORD andSAVIOUR 
FESUS 
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JESUS CHRIST ; when the faithful Servant ſhall be 
made Free, and inherit Eternal Life. Wherefore, O 
e Masrzxs and Misrtressts, conſider the great In- 
jury you do theſe poor Slaves in keeping them in Ig» 
norance ; and the Sin you are guilty of hereby : GOD 
wills not the Death ot aSinner; and Curisr requires we 
ſhould follow his Example in ſeeking the Happineſs of 
all, and will you not obey ? They have no other Means 
of comingto the Knowledgeof Chriſtianity butthrou 
your Aſſiſtance ; and will you not aſſiſt them? How 
then are you Chriſtians? Do you expect Mercy from 
GOD at the great Day of Judgment, when you ſhew 
no Mercy to your Fellow Creatures ? Will they not 
then riſe up in Judgment againſt you, and condemn 
pou Who made you to differ from them? Or what 
veyou, that you did not receivefrom GOD ; Where- 
fore then do you rebel againſt His Commands, in re- 
fuſing Mercy to your Fellow Creatures ? Verily, your 
Condition is much worſe than theirs, whoſe Ignorance 
will plead Compaſſion for them before the Bar of Juſ- 
tice, while you, becauſe you would ſhew no Mercy, 
ſhall have Judgment without Mercy : Conſider theſe 
Things therefore of which you are here friendly ad- 
vis'd; and be Friends to yourſelves by ſhewing Mercy 
to your Fellow Creatures: Let your Negroes every 
One of them be carefully inſtructed in _ Knowledge 
of Chriſtianity, and admitted into the Chriſtian Faith 
by Baptiſm : So ſhall you approve yourſelves Chriſtians 
indeed, and GO D will be your Rewarder : But 
it you will ſtill continue rebellious againſt Him, 
by the Neglect of this great Duty; remember you have 
here in Love been admoniſhed againſt the Conſe- 
quences of it; which you will affuredly find true 
to your Eternal Sorrow ; when that dreadful Sentence 
ſhall be pronounced upon you; Go ye Curſed into ever- 
laſting Fire prepared for the Devil and bis Angels, there 
ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 


Eleventbly. 


62 SERAPHICK LOVE. 


—— — 


— — — ———_— 


Eleventhly. Having now conſider'd the Duty of 
HY - Maſters to their Servants, it remains 
&) Epheſ. vi. that ſomeching . alſo be advis'd to Ser- 
5» $4.7» 8. yants, concerning their Duty to their 
Col. 44 25, Maſters: And here, I earneſtly intreat and 
2 Pet. 14. 18, exhort Servants to a tender and careful Re- 
x9, 20, 21. gard to the Will of their Superiors, as is 

requir'd of them by Divine Command (a). 

LzT them be caretully diligent to obey them in all law- 
ful Things, with Silence and Submiſſion, how contrary 
ſoever they be to their own Deſires or naturalInclinati- 
ons; always patiently bearing with their Infirmities or 
peevith Diſpoſitions, without increaſing their Anger oy 
various Replies, which ſome are too apt to do, and whic 
by woetul Experience has been found to be the Cauſe 

of much Contention and Debate; this for 
(% Ifa. li, the Sake of Cuxisr, I exhort them to, 
* 8 Ir who requires this of them, in Obedienca 
xi. 29, to His Commands, who has ſuffered ſo 
for them (0). 

Is their Treatment hard and ſevere, and their 
Neceſſities great and many? Yet Cunisr has ſuf- 
tered much more; whom it they be careful to imi- 
tate by a patient Submiſſion to the Divine Will, 
they may afſuredly comfort themſelves with this 
Conſideration : That all their Neceſſities will ſoon 
end, in an Eternity of Joy and unſpeakable Bliſs; 
where all Tears ſhall be wiped from the Eyes, and 
all Sorrow for ever bani{l'd from the Heart: Where- 
fore, let them give all poſſible Diligence to obtain 
a perfect Victory over their Paſſions, that it may 
not grieve them ro ſubmit to the Humours of Others, 
how unaccountable ſoever they be; as alſo, that 
neither Malice, nor Wrath, which are as Wounds de- 
firoying the Peace of the Soul, may find the leaſt Room 
in their Breaſts; leſt Satan take Occaſion hereby 
to deſtroy them for erer; who, not being Ignorant 
of the Power he has over the Mind when oppreſſed 


with 


03 
with immoderate Anger, has often- t mes cauſed even 

ood Perſons grievouſly to offend hereby; for Anger 
is the Fury of Human Nature, and nothing tends 
more to its Deſtruction than this unhappy Paſſion 
when immoderate; it is the worſt of Frenſies, and 
it deprives a Perſon of his Reaſon, and drives him 
to deſperate Things; even as a Mad-man, having War 
in his Heart, is pleas'd with nothing more than caſt- 
ing about Fire- brands, Arrows, and Death; fo is 
a Perſon depriv'd of his Reaton by Immoderate Anger: 
Therefore ſhould it be ſo much the more careful] 
guarded againſt, as the great Bane of the Souls 
Happineſs, and deſtructive to Chriſtian Virtues ; for 
how commendable ſoever a Perſon may be at other 
Times for his Piety and good Actions, yet all is ble- 
miſhed by this injurious Paſſion, whereby he is guilty 
of Things, utterly unworthy Human Nature, much 
more a Chriſtian ; hence the Apoſtle has told us, That 
he which ſeems to be Religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, 
that Man's Religion is vain (c) CHRIS x is 8 ; 
propos'd as our Pattern to imitate, as well (0 . 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs, as in all other 
Virtues, without which we cannot be His Diſciples: 
There is nothing therefore more becoming a Chriſtian, 
than Meekneſs and Good- nature; a regular Govern- 
ment of the Paſſions, and a due Regard to Speech, ſo 
as to be angry and fin not; becauſe by our 
Words we ſhall be either juſtified or condemn- a S: Matt, 
ed (d), ſays the Aurnon of Life. 2 
WIxERETORx being ſenſible of the Neceſſity and grea 
Benefit of theſe Things, namely, The Overcoming our 
unruly Paſſions; and yet, of the Difficulty of performing 
them, as being contrary to the natural Diſpoſition of the 
Mind, which is prone to Evil, as the Sparks fly upwards ; I do 
again earneſtly intreat them as they regard the Love of 
GODand theComforts of Eternal Life, That they be per- 
ſhaded to think upon, and obſerve what is here adviſ- 
ed, And in their Patience to poſſeſs their Souls ; living in 
Love and Unity together, as Brethren, proketing oh 
ame 
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ame Faith in Cyr1sT; patiently bearing with each 
other's Infirmities, without Strife or Debate; always 
remembering, That it 1s much more becoming the 
Diſpoſition of a Chriſtian, ſilently to paſs over ſimall 
., Offences, than to uſe the Power of revenging 
. them (e). Grievoaus Words, lays the wile 
irs 56.50, Hebrew, ſtir up Strife, but a ſoft Anſwer 
turneth away Wrath( f); Love and Unity, 
pro. xv. a. eyen as Virtue which has its own Reward, 
recommends itſelf to all, for its great Excellency and 
natural Tendency to make Men Happy; Tea, what Hap- 
pineſs, what ſocial Society can there be without it ? 
Bebold, ſays the Pſalmiſt, bow good and joyful a Thing it 
is, for Bretbren to dwell together in Unity (g): 
(2) Pſal. 7 i . "— na 
xiii x, Love (as I ſaid before) is the diſtinguiſhin 
Character of Chriſtianity ; frequently preſ- 
fed by our Bleſſed Loxp to His Followers, as that 
whereby we ſhould be diftinguiſh'd from the Reſt of 


Mankind; and it is in vain to pretend to Chriſtianity, 


while the Mind is a Stranger to this Virtue; many and 
fkrong are the Motives preſſing hereto ; for as Strife 
and Debate will increaſe unto more Ungodlineſs, and 
even as Malice and Ill- nature brings with it its own 
Puniſhment, and heaps up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath; ſo on the Contrary, Love and Unity ftirs up 
to Piety and the Promotion of every good Work : 
Therefore it is highly commended by the 

(b) Pfal. Pſalmiſt (h); Barneſtly recommended and 
Dantes prayed for by Curisr ( 25 Vehemently 
5 d th t Apoſtle S. Paul (&) ; 

GE Jobn urged by the great Ap aul (00 
xiv. 24, 35. Preached by the Beloved Diſciple S. John, 
and xvii. 20, as abſolately neceſſary to Eternal Life (1) ; 
61 cor. i, And carefully praftiſed by the Primitve 
10. Chriſtians (n). This makes us Profeſſors of 
(Hi john. iv. one Faith; Worſhipers of one GOD; Chil» 
7,8, 11, 20, dren of one Parent; Brethren of one Cyrisr; 
Gn) Ads iv Companions of one Hory Guosr; and Fi- 
*. nally, Heirs of one Kingdom and Poſſeſ- 
; ſors of Eternal Joy. | 


821 
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Thankfulneſs (o); but even among ſome of 
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SEE here then the great Excellency of this Virtue; 
which if Servants would carefully obſerve, thoſe un- 
happy Diſputes and Animoſities ſo common among 
them, would have an End; and was it more univer- 
ſally eſteem'd among Mankind, Chriſtianity would be 
more generally practiſed, neither would they any lon- 
ger bite and devour one another: But how neceſſary 
toever this Duty is to Others, yet more eſpecially does 
it concern thoſe who are Preachers of Righteouſneſs 
and Reprovers of Vice, to be exerciſed herein; ſtudi- 
oully directing their Steps in the Paths of Virtue, and 
walking as becomerh Saints ; for the World is never 
more curious and circumſpett, than in prying into the 
Conduct of thoſe by whom She is reproved ; and the 
leaſt Miſcarriage of ſuch is proclaim'd upon the Houſe- 
top, and magnified an hundred Fold ; which declares 
the abſolute Neceſſity of good Examples as well as 
Precepts; without which, even an AnotrL's Exhortati- 
on to Obedience, would be but of very little Uſe ; 
for Example is the Life and Soul of RELIGION, and 
without which, Chriſtianity can never be promoted, 
nor Vice ſuppreſs'd; which all therefore ſhould be 


; earneſtly exhorted to, and none more than Servants 
that they may annimate one another hereby, to a pa- 


tient Continuance in Well-doing ; wherein that they 
may be N and intire, wanting nothing; I would, to 
What is already adviſed, earneſtly recommend this alſo, 
as greatly neceſſary carefully to be obſerv'd, namely, 
To uſe Grace before and after Meat, as the Example 
of CHR1sST requires (2); which Duty, not 

only among them, but alſo among many (n) S. Mark 
Others, is I fear, very greatly negletted ; 8 punt 
whom therefore we would recommed to the 43 iy 4 
Beaſts of the Field and Fowls of the Air, 

to learn the Spirit of Gratitude, and the Duty of 


(o) Job xii. 3, 


thoſe, who are not altogether guilty of this g 9. Ifa. i.3, 


Crime, ſomerhing of Decency ſhould be ad- 
vis d; who either ſitting upon their Seats, like the 
K Careleſs 


» 
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Careleſs and Indolent, or elſè hanging down their Hands 
like a Sluggard, and drooping down their Heads like a 
Drone, while they ſpeak unto GOD, with Eyes at the 

_ fame Time fixt upon their Food and Bodies, bowing 
down towards it, ſeem as though they meant to wor- 
ſhip the Creature, inſtead of the CREATOR; and whoſe 
Grace likewiſe, are only a few Words, hurried over as 
ina Hurdle; which though agreeable enough to the ir- 
reverent Geſture oi their Bodies; yet is it utterly un- 
worthy the Acceptance of that GOD, who hate ſlug- 

giſh and luke-warm Affections (o); but re- 
pro. xv. g. quires to be worſhipp'd with our Bodies and 
f 9 Souls, which are His: And here likewiſe 
1 ?* we cannot but admire at the Folly of thoſe, 
who make ſome Pretence indeed to this Du- 

ty, but care not how it is done; a Child is called to 
perform it; who neither conſiders or knows what he is 
about, nor can Others underſtand what he ſays! Rumb- 
ling over a few inarticulate Words, and then behold ! 
the Office is done; an excellent Performance indeed! 
What ſtrange unaccountable Notions muſt theſe People 
have of the Supreme Majeſty, who thus preſume to 
offer unto him that Service which they themſelves de- 
ſpiſe and would reject with Contempt trom their Fellow 
Creatures: We cannot therefore behave ourſelyes better 
in this Particular, than to follow the Example of Cyrsr 
Himſelf; who is ſet forth for our Imitation: O, but 
this is to be preciſe and ſingular, ſay ſome, yes, ſo is 
Piety itſelf; and what? Muſt it not therefore 
be practiſed? Yes, it is an Argument that it ought 
to be more generally us'd; and then it would be as pre- 

ciſe and ſingular to neglett it. | 

Anp now, leſt any who read what is here advis'd ; 

I mean as to Grace before and after Meat, ſhould be at a 
Loſs what Words to uſe ; the Under-written is recom- 
mended to their daily Practice. 


GRACE 
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GRACE before Meat. 


cc OOD GOD be merciful unto us;-pardon and 
cc deliver us from all our Sins; and ſanctify Thy 
« Gifrs to our Uſe, and us to Thy Service, throngh 
c JEsus CHRIST our Lokp. Amen. 


THANKSGIVING aſter Meat. 


10 \ T E give Thee humble Thanks, O merciful Loxp, 
7 for chis preſent Refreſhment, which by Thy 
“ Bounty we have receiv' d: Grant, that as we continn- 
c ally depend upon Thee, ſo we may be guided by 
&« Thy Fear all our Days, through Jzsvs Curisr our 
© Lokp. Amen. 


Tusk Things being adviſed, it only remains that 
they be carefully obſerv'd, which will bring a ſure Re- 
compence of Reward to the Obedient ; which GOD 
that cannot Lie, has promiſed : But if they be deſpis'd 
and rejected, than nothing more remains, but a fearful 
looking for, of terrible Judgment, and fiery Indigna- 
tion, which ſhall deyour the Diſobedient. 


Twelſthly. Tun laſt Motive to Piety which I ſhall at 
preſent offer, and which nearly concerns all, frequent- 
ly to remember, is the Duration and Severity of the 
Puniſhment, unto which the Neglect and Contempt of 
REL11G10N will moſt aſſuredly conſign us. 

Anp here, O! ChRIiSTIAN PrortssoR, knowing the 
Terrors of the LORD, and that it is a fearful Thing, to fall 
into the Hands of the Living GOD, I do again, once more 
in Love, as greatly longing after your Eternal Happi- 
neſs, earneſtly intreat you, for the Lory's Sake, and 
for your own Soul's Sake, not to be unmindful of what 
is here recommended to your Peruſal, and moſt ſerious 
Conſideration ; eſteem it not, I beſeech you, ſufficient 
carelelly to peruſe it over * and think no more 8 it, 
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but ſo carefully and frequently read, and reflect upon 
it, as to become ſenſible of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
obſerving it; and for the Future, refrain from, and ab- 
hor the vile Sins here advis'd againſt; namely, The Sins 
of Omiſſion, and wilful Neglect of your Duty to GOD; 
for why will you die in your Sins ? Tea rather, Why 
will ye not ſpeedily repent and live for ever? So ſhall 
you eſcape in the dreadful Day of Judgment, the 
Wrath and Indignation of your Great Cxr Aron, who in 

His Anger 1s a conſuming Fire(p); which there- 
(p) Deut. iv. fore requires us with ſo much the more Di- 


24. Mal. iv. ligence, always to be upon our Guard, that 


28, -- ak we incur not the Diſpleaſure of fo dreadful 

a Majeſty. The chiet End of our Creati- 
on, was to be made Heirs of Eternal Happineſs ; but 
how greatly does it tend to the Shame and Reproach 
of Human Nature, to behold the whole Creation, an- 
ſwering the End of Providence, in their ſeveral Ca pa- 
cities, Man only accepted! And that Man, the nobleſt 
and moſt excellent Part of GOD's Workmanſhip, ſhould 
debaſe himſelf in this Thing below the meaneſt Animals, 
is a Thought, which, alas] is almoſt too amazing to 
be behev'd, conld it by any Means be deny'd. 

Bur, O dinner! Conſider I beſeech you, before it be 
too late, the Intereſt of your Immortal Soul, and the 
dreadful Conſequences attending the Neglect thereof: 
Behold! Eternity is before you, and there is but a 
Step between you and Death; O then! let the ſerious 
Conſideration of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of this 
Life, and the awakening Words of Dzarn, Jupomenrt, 
and Eternity, ſpeedily to come, fink deep into your 
Soul, and move you ſo to live, as always to be prepar- 
ed for your great Change: Tea, I ſay, let the Proſpect 
of a miſerable Eternity now at Hand, awaken your 
Mind from its Delirium of Sin and Folly, before it re- 
ceives you into its Boſom: Look into the woeful Gulf 
of Miſery, and behold the dreadful Conſequences of 
Obſtinacy and Rebellion; ſee there, the ren Thouſand 
Times ten Thouſand, moſt miſerable Wretches, in the 
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uttermoſt Anguith of Soul and and horrible Diſpair, 
loſt to all Eternity! Hark, how they bewail themſelves 
in diſmal Sighs and Shreeks, in fruitleſs Tears and bit- 
ter Lamentations! Behold, 7 ſay, the dreadful Sight, 
and let the Words of the Damned awaken you to At- 
tention. O! Miſerable! Unſpeakably Miterable and 
Wretched that Iam ! Who ſhall deliver me from the 
Eternity of theſe Torments! O! that ever I was born! 
That ever I liv'd to offend, to become thus intolerably 
Miſerable! Curſed be the Day wherein I was born! 
And Curſed be thoſe by whom I was conceiv'd! Why 
did I not die from the Womb? Why did I not give up 
the Ghoſt in the Infancy of my Life? Why did the 
Knees prevent me? Or why the Breaſts that I ſhould 
ſuck ? For now had I been Quiet and at Reſt, yea, I 
had eſcaped this inconceivable Pain and Puniſhment, 
unto which, my Sins has now for ever conſigned me! 
Now too late, alas! to my Eternal Sorrow, I find by 
woeful Experience, that Bleſſed, and for ever Bleſſed 
and Happy are they, and only they, who fear GOD and 
keep His Commandments : Thoſe whom we Fools, ſome- 
time fince had in Deriſion and a Proverb of Reproach, 
whole Life we accounted Madneſs, and their End to be 
without Honour ; how are they numbred.among the 
Children of GOD, and their Lot is now among the 
Saints ! Glorious is their Condition, and unſpeakable 
their Happineſs! Lift up thine Eyes, behold and ſee 
the Bleſſed Proſpett ! Obſerve there how they ſtand 
round about the Splendid Throne of the Infinite Al- 
mighty BzinG; cloathed with Immortal Joy, and Hap- 
pineſs fully poiſeſſing, as unſpeakably Great and Infi- 
nite, as Hell is exquiſitely Miſerable and Eternal in 
Duration! O! how Glorious and Noble is the Sight! 
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Ho Melodious their Songs of repeated HaLLeLuJans! 


Daily admiring, and ſtill continuing to admire to all 
Eternity, the Infinite Perfection of their Great CRRA- 
rox; While we, Unhappy! Ah! too Unhappy and 
Miſerable Wretches, are loſt and undone for ever! The 


Greater their Joy, and the mare Glorious the l 
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of their Happineſs; ſo much the more does it add to 

our Torments and Milery, as being for ever, yea, for 

ever! baniſh'd from the Joy thereof: What hath Pride 

& profited us? Or whatGood hath our Riches with our 

© Vaunting brought us? Truly, we have erred from the 

© Truth; the Light of Righteouſneſs hath not thin'd 

« unto us; and the Son of Righteouſneſs roſe not upon 

© us; we wearied ourſelves in the Way of Wickedneſs 
< and Deſtruction, but as for the Way of the Lonp we 
& have not knownit!” Ah me! How have I hated In- 

ſtruction, and deſpiſed Reproof! How have J rejected 
the Paths of Virtue, and embraced Vice! But now, alas ! 
my Punithment is come upon me, and I cannot eſcape it; 
yea, an Eternity of Torments is my Portion. O Eterni- 
ty! chou dreadful Thought! What? After having en- 
dured the Wrath and Indignation of an Angry Dx tr, for 
ten Thouſand Times ten Thouſand Miriards of Ages, 
an Eternity of Torments too horrible to be expretied, 
ſtill to come! O that I was a Caterpillar ! A Worm ! 
Or any Thing but what Jam! 

HERE then, behold ! and ſee, all you that are ſtill 
in a Condition of Repentance ; look upon my miſe- 
rable Condition, conſider it and be wile, leſt you alto 
come into this Place of Torments ; have you lived 
long in a ſinful Courſe? yet now you are called to Re- 
pentance ; have you been called before and would not 
hearken ? yet now obey, for there is itill Rope; make 
Speed therefore to Awake, thou that Sleepeſt, and ariſe 
from the DEAD, and CuyrisrT ſhall give thee Reſt. 

BenoLp here, I ſay, O Sinner! conſider the Lan- 
guage of the Damned, exhorting you to a ſpeedy Re- 

entance and Reformation, for Reaſons ſufficient, 
were it poſſible, to awaken the Heart of Stone: And 
will you not hear ? GOD himſelf now invites you 
to Happineſs, and will you not obey? Ob ! do not 
this abominable Thins which J hate, ſays He, but look 
unto Me and be ye ſaved; for I am GOD, and there 
is none elſe therefore give me thy Heart, keep My 
Commandments and live; for I haue no Pleaſure in by 
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Death of the Wicked, faith the Lon D, but that be turn 
from his Way and live; therefore, turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil Ways, jor why will ye die, (a) Jere.xliv 
O Sinners (q) ? Waſh ye, make ye clean, put 4 Ig. ng 
away the Evil of your Doings from bejore 22. Pr.xxiii, 
Mine Eyes; Ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do Mell; 26. and iv. 4. 
Seek Judgment, relieve the Oppre ſſed; Judge Er. XXX. 
the Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow : Come non, 
and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lon D; Though your 
Sins were as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snom; and though 
they be red like Crim ſon, they ſhall be as Wool (r). 
Rousk, rouſe thy Soul then; make 
Haſte while Time and Health remains ; 
ſhake off thy Lethargy of Sin, and with hearty Repen- 
tance and Contrition of Soul, fling thyſelt into che Arms 
of thy merciful GOD; and with relenting Heart and 
weeping Eyes humbly confeſs and bewail thy Sins be- 
fore Him, O Immortal GOD! Offended Majeſty of 
« Heaven ! Senſible by Thy Grace of my Sins, I now 


(7) Iſa. i. 16, 
17, 18. | 


13 fly to Thee for Mercy; Mercy, Mercy Lonp I crave 


© of Thee; O therefore, mercifully look upon me 
« Thy Handy Work; Thy Creature, Lorp; convict- 


« ed of my Sin, and condemned by Conſcience; Mi- 
“ {erable without Thy Mercy, and undone for ever; 
cc yet I beſeech Thee caſt me not away from Thy Pre- 


cc ſence, neither chaſten me in Thy heavy Diſpleaſure, 


K leſt Thou bring me to Nothing; bur according to 


c Thy Infinite Goodneſs, who deſireſt not the Death 


« of a Sinner, bur that he ſhould turn from-his Evil 
« Way and live; ſo have Mercy upon me, O!]! Thou 
c worthy Judge of all Men; and ſuffer me not, I be- 
c ſeech Thee, O Lonp! to fall under Thy great Diſ- 
c pleaſure and heavy Indignation, but make me an 


© happy Example of Thy Favour and loving Kindneſs, 
© who humbly implore Thy Pardon for all my Sins 
« paſs'd, which from Time to Time I have moſt grie- 
ce yoully committed by Thought, Word, or Deed againſt 
«© Thy Divixz MaJzsrY ; provoking moſt juſtly Thy 
% Wrath and Indignation againſt me; I do earneſtly 

"3 © repent 
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cc repent, and am heartily ſorry for theſe my Miſdo- 
& ings; the Remembrance of them is grieyous unto 
& me, the Burden of them is intolerable ; Yet, O GOD, 
4 moſt Holy! O Loxp, moſt Mighty! O Holy and 
c mercitul Saviouk! Deliver me not over unto the 
© bitter Pains of Eternal Death, but turn Thou me, O 
* Good LORD! ſo {ſhall I be turned; and for Thy 
&« Name'sSake forgive me all that is paſt; Thou know- 
© eſt the Secrets of my Heart, O therefore! Shut not 
c Thy merciful Ears to my Prayers, but ſpare me, O 
4 LORD moſt Holy! O GOD moſt Mighty! O Holy 
4 and Merciful Faryztx, Thou worthy Judge Eter- 
cc nal! And ſuffer me not in my greateſt Diſtreſs, for 
< any Pangs of Death to fall from Thee, who now turn 
& to Thee in Weeping, Faſting, and Prayer, beſeech- 
te ing Thee for thy Son's Sake, to forgive me all that is 
“ paſt, for Thou art a Merciful GOD, full of Compal- 
& ſion, long Suffering, and of Great Pity ; Thou ſpar- 
© eſt when I deſerve Puniſhment; and in Thy Wrath, 
cc thinkeſt upon Mercy: Spare me therefore, Good 
«© LORD! O! Spare me ſtill; and grant that I may 
cc ever Hereafter ſerve and pleaſe Thee in Newneſs of 
< Life, to Thy Honour and Glory; 10 ſhall I not be 
© brought to Confuſion ; but by daily improving in 
c Thy Faith and Fear, I ſhall die in Thy Favour, reſt 
e in Thy Peace, and dwell with Thee in Lite Ever- 


< laſting. Amen. 


Tuus by truly confeſſing, bewailing, and forſak- 
ing your Sins; you will moſt aſſuredly find Fa- 
vour and get your Pardon ſeaPd in Heaven, be- 
fore you go hence and be no more ſeen : Set about 
this Great Work therefore, this one Thing moſt 
neceſſary without any further Delay: Life is ſhort 
and uncertain, and to poſtpone it a Day longer, 
may be a Day too late, and then, thou art loſt 
and undone for ever; wherefore be perſuaded to 
begin now with all thy Strengch and Might, and 
then how difficult and burdenſome ſoever the Task 
may 
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may be, yet Diligence will make it eaſy; and the 
Reward will infmitely recompence it; Hell will be 
avoided hereby, and Heaven obtain'd : Heaven is of 
no ſmall Value, it is worthy thy uttermoſt Diligence 
and Induſtry to procure; and in order, as a neceſ- 
ſary Ingredient herero, it is requiſite for you, not 
only to obſerve what is here adviſed your ſelf, but 
alſo diligently to recommend it to others; eſteem- 
ing it as the Voice of GOD, inviting you to Re- 
entance and Salvation; but if you deſpiſe and re- 
ject it with Scorn and Contempt, be well aſſured 
that GOD Himſelf is deſpiſed and reproached here- 
by: Conſider what I ſay, I beſeech you, and ac- 
cept of this friendly Admonition without Diſpleaſure, 
and let it have its due Effect upon your 
Mind, as being offered by Divine Com- () Lev. xvi. 
mand (5); which if deſpiſed, will certainly *7: 8 . 
in the End, turn to your Eternal Woe 1 . 8 
and Miſery. Jerem. 1. 19. and xi. 3. 
Prov. I , 1, , , , 2 30; 31. 
AND now my Anſwer to thoſe who object againſt 


what is here advis'd, is earneſtly to deſire, that 
 k whatſoever is amiſs, they would ſpeedily amend ; 
and add thereto, what Additions ſhall be neceliary 
to make it more acceptable and uſeful to the Pub- 


lick: It was an earneſt longing Defire after the 
Happineſs and Spiritual Welfare of my Fellow Crea- 
tures, for whom 1 am willing to Jpend and be ſpent, 
that firſt moy'd me to think of ſomething for their 
Uſe and Benefit; being content, for the Sake of 
ſome few, by whom poſſibly this may meet with 
a kind Reception, to expoſe my ſelf to the Cenſure 
and Contempt of the rude Multitude, who are never 
wanting in their hard Cenſures and bitter Re- 
proaches, even againſt thoſe who means them no- 
thing but _ 4 

AN p many there are in theſe Days, 8 
who like the Athenians of Old (t), make ©) Acks vii. 


C 21. 


it their chief Delight to hear and tell 3 
1 ſome 
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ſome new. Thing ; whom yet I would adviſe, to be 
careful how they ſport themſelves with Things that 
are Serious and Sacred, left they ſhould laugh them- 
ſelves into their own Deſtruction : For whom me- 
thinks, I could, GOD ene me, willingly lay down 
my Life, would it avail any Thing towards their 
Eternal Happineſs, whom now I moſt earneſtly re- 
commend to the Favour and Protection of GOD, 
and the Word of His Grace; humbly beſeeching 
the ArmiGnurty, to enlighten their Minds by His 
Divine Spirit, and daily improve them in the ſame, 
more and more, until they come to His everlaſtin 
Kingdom: Which are the humble Deſires and mo 
earneſt Prayers of par 
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APPENDIX: Or, CoxncLUs1oN. 


r this Appendix, I mean to addreſs my 
elf particularly to the Minors of the 
: 8 Age; how fruitleſs and ineffectual the 
Attempt may be eſteem'd to hope for 
Audience from them, I know not; yet 
how diſpis'd and contemptable ſoever 
Youth are, I cannot think that they are altogether 
ſo vain in themſelves, or ſo deaf to all good and 
ſober Counſel, exhorting to Things Serious, as ſome 
wou!d repreſent them to be, who ſtigmatize them 
with the Names of Fools and Idiots : On the con- 
trary ; I think it eaſier to make a Young Idiot a 
Saint, than an old Sinner ; bur, placing the Diffi- 
culty upon an equal Level; as I have before addreſsd 
my ſelf to the former, how much to their Benefit, GOD 
knows ; ſo here alſo, I willingly turn to the latter; 
who, although I ſhould be intirely fruſtrated in my 
intended Love towards them, yet ſhall they know 
that they have a BROTHER who is tenderly concern'd 
for their Preſent and Eternal Happineſs. 

O Yourn! Youth, Youth; Who calls? Hear, be 
content, I pray you, to leave your Toys, your Folly, 
and Foppery for a while, and come hither : Behold, 
we come; What ſay you? Hear me, with Patience, 
Fil tell you, and after that uſe your Pleaſure: We 
do hear, ſay on. Would you be Great and Happy ? 
Then follow my Advice, and you will atrain it: 

A Yes, we deſire to Obey. | Te 

| \ Firſt then, learn to know thy ſelf, for this is 
the principle and moſt 5 Part of Kuonle, 
| - BY : an 
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and without which, all other is of but little Value; 
this will teach you Wiſdom and Prudence, the only 
Acquiſions of making you Great and Happy : Learn 
therefore to know thy ſelf, by rightly conſidering 
Human Nature. 

Max, is the moſt helpleſs and dependant of all 
Creatures, and either the moſt Happy or Miſera- 
ble of all the Creation: Nature has provided irrational 
Animals with Cloathing natural to themſelves ; the 
Beaſts of the Field have Hair, the Birds of the Air 
have Feathers, and the Fiſh of the Sea have Scales; 
and allo ſo ſpeedily haſtens them to ſuch Maturity 
as that they are able preſently to provide for them- 
ſelves: But Man, alas! feeble Man comes into the 
World naked, and altogerher helpleſs and indigent, and 
muſt be cloathed by others, or elſe he dies; thus 
he continues a long Time expos'd to many Dangers 
and Calamities, entirely helpleſs and dependant, be- 
fore he is able to aſſiſt himſelf : He begins Life with 
Crying and Tears, denoting that He is born to Trou- 
ble, as the Sparks fly upward : He comes into the World 
with Pains; enters upon Life with Tears; is nur- 
ſed up with Fears; lives in Cares; and dies with 
Groans ; his firſt Voice moves Compaſſion, his laſt 
commands Grief: He is few of Days, and full of 
Trouble: Lon D! What is Man! Originally, vile 
Duſt and Aſhes ; ingendered in Sin; brought forth 
with Sorrow ; helpleſs in his Infancy ; wild, and na- 
turally prone to Vanity in his Youth ; diſquieted 
with many Cares in his Manhood ; decrepit in his 
Old Age, and from thence falls back again into 
the Infirmities of Childhood: Loxp, what is Man! 
Man is like a Thing of Nought, his Time paſſeth 
away like a Shadow: He is born; lives; grows 
old; dies; thus is the Race of Man; alas! how 
ſwift! In the mean while great Things are expetted 
from him; and he is diſtinguiſh'd and made ſupe- 
rior to the Reſt of the Creation, by the noble 
Character, RzasoNn ; which, according as it — 
| | Pi 
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plied, either prefers him infinitely above, or de- 
preſſes him as much below the Beafts that periſh ; 

they die and are no more; but Man's going hence 
is either to Eternal Happineſs or Miſery. 

WuHzREroRE, O Youth, would you be Happy? I pray 
thee know thy ſelf, and ſeek what 1s beſt for thee, 
which is thy greateſt Wiſdom : Come then! Follow me, 

I will lead you the Way to be Happy and Hon- 
ourable by being Good. Conſider now the End 
of your Creation, it was, Namely; That you might 
fear GOD and keep His Commandments ; continue here 
a ſhort Time; go hence, and be made Eternally 
Happy; thus to provide for your ſelf is the greateſt 
Prudence: Would you therefore be perſuaded here- 
to, begin now to be Religious, and remember thy 
CREATOR in the Days of thy Youth which, of all other 
Things, will make thee moſt Honourable, becauſe for 
this Thing even GOD Himſelf will Honour you; which 
ſurely is the ſupremeſt of all Honour: This will make 
you prudent in your Conduct and Behaviour, and 
enable you the better to perform the neceſſary Af- 
fairs of Human Life, how great ſoever they be: 
Be not deceived therefore I beſeech you by the 
gaudy alluring Temptations of Vice, but remember 
the deadly Sting that lies conceal'd in its Embraces; 
and what Pleaſure is there in the moſt delicious 
Honey, if it poiſons thoſe that eat it? How beau- 
tiful ſoever Vice appears to the Eye, yet its Plea- 

' ſures are Gall and Wormwood to the Soul; while 
the Beauties of Religion, like a valuable Treaſure, 
or the precious Stones of the Earth, lies more con- 

ceaPd, and muſt be obtain d by Labour and Dili- 
gence; by which being found, it yields more Joy 
and Satisfaction than the whole World it ſelf can 
give, and will end in everlaſting Bliſs hereafter : 

| Rejoice; O young Man in thy Youth, and let thine Heart 
our thee while thou art yet Joung; and walk in the 
-Ways that delight thee, and in the Sight of thine Eyes, 

tate thy fill of Pleaſure; eat, drink, and be merry: 


This 
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This is the Voice of Sin, inticing you to its Em- 
braces, and alluring you thereto by many and va- 
rious Temptations preſented to your View : But Con- 
ſcience and Piety replies; Remember, O young Man, 
that for all theſe Things GOD will bring thee into 
Judgment, and condemn thee for ever: And will you 
urchaſe momentary Pleaſure at the Expence of ever- 
aſting Pain? Will you relinquiſh a Crown of Im- 
mortality, for the ſake of enjoying the Pleaſures of 
Sin for a Seaſon? O dont be ſo unwiſe I beſeech 
you, be advis'd by a Friend and Brother, who longs 
for nothing more than your Happineſs: And do 
you- yet think Religion an improper Conſideration 
for your tender Years ? ls it becauſe you imagine 
it will deprive you of the Pleaſures. of Life ? Be- 
lieve me, O dear Youth, you are yery unhappily 
miſtaken ; for on the contrary, it very greatly adds 
to Pleaſure, and makes Recreation a neceilary 
Ingredient to Life; It forbids only, an Exceſs 
herein, as being prejudicial to Human Nature, which 
Reaſon alſo prohibits: Wherein then I beſeech you, 
is Religion injurious to your Happineſs ? On the 
contrary, it naturally tends to promote and im- 
prove it; nay, it is in its ſelf the greateſt Happi- 
neſs, and moſt ſuperlative Pleaſure, For ber Ways 
are Ways of Plea ſantne]s and all ber Paths are Peace: But 
perhaps you will ſay, It is difficult: It is ſo; but not 
half ſo difficult as Sin; the Yoke of Sin is infinitely 
heavier; nay, it is this alone that makes the other 


nnn... 


unpleaſunt; caſt Sin away, and the Difficulty of 


Religion will be remov'd: But how burdenſome 
ſoever it may ſeem to be, yet it muſt be endur'd, 
or elſe thou art loſt and undone for ever: There- 
fore delay the Time no longer, but begin now, for 
the ſooner thou begineſt, the lighter will be the 
Burden, and the eafier the Difficulty will be re- 


mov'd, of which, if thou complaineſt now, it will 


be very greatly increas'd by delaying the Time : 
Remember we are not. Maſters of our own Time, 
we 
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we can't command a Day to ourſelves, neither 
can we Repent or be Happy without Grace, which 
if rejected when offered, may be loſt for ever; 
but now is the accejtable Time, behold, now is the 
Day of SALVAT1ON : Miſerable is their Madneſs, 
and in dead Things their Hope, who poſtpone this 
Great Work, this one Thing moſt neceiiary to their 
Death Bed, or Old Age; this is to hazard their Im- 
mortal Intereſt at the Chance of a Die that has 
ten thouſand Odds againſt them : How do they know 
whether they ſhall live to be Old? For, it they do, 
whether they ſhall then have Time to Repent ? Or, 


if they have Time, whether they ſhall have Grace 


ſufficient hereto ? Or can we ſuppoſe that GOD 
will accept the Service of our old decrepit Age, 
when we haye ſpent our Strength and Vigour in 
the Devil's Drudgery ? Offer it now to an earthly 
Prince, will he accept thereof, or be pleaſed with th 

Perſon ? How much leſs can we ſuppoſe that GOD will 
againſt whom we have rebelled from our Youth up: 


N Surely then, the Weakneſs and Folly of thoſe cant be too 


much exploded nor lamented, who depend ſo much up- 
on Old Age, or a Death Bed Repentance; and imagine 
that a few vain Sighs or Groans, Tears or Proaniſes, 
will then be ſufficient to attone for a whole Life's 
ſinning! No, we are commanded to work out our 


Salvation, and labour to enter into Life bur their 


Days of Labour are paſt, and now they can no 
longer Work; and what then muſt they do ? alas! 
without GOD's infinite Mercy they are loſt and un- 
done for ever. See now therefore, O Youth, thy 
great Advantage in having Time and So__ to 
Work; confider the great Benefit and Neceſſity of 
it, and no longer delay it; but caſt away now thy 
Burden of Sin, and Religion will be pleaſant, and 
thy Life happy: To this End therefore it will be neceſ- 
for you to obſerve the following Particulars. 
_ - Iſt. Be always careful to avoid the leaſt Solici- 


tations to Sin, there is nothing more dangerous than 


Curioſities 
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Curioſities in Things unlawful ; conſider how great 
a Fire a little Spark kindles, even ſo one {ſmall 
Sin draws on to a greater, and will quickly plunge 
thee into that Crime which ever after will be a 
Grief and Diſgrace to thee all thy Days: Take 
Heed therefore not to indulge thy ſelf in the Ex- 


tremity of Things lawful, for then thou art upon the 


Borders of Sin, and how eaſy it is to plunge him into 


the River which walks cloſe by its Side, thou knoweſt 


very well : So from the Borders of Things Innocent, 
the next Step makes thee Criminal, and plunges thee 
into the horrible Gulf of Iniquity, and where art 
thou then! How many have been, and ſtill are loſt and 
undone for ever by this Means! Yea, how many Youths 
have been ſeen of noble Geniuſes, fine Parts and good 
Nature; in all Reſpects very promiſſing to make great 
and good Men, uletul Members to Society, a Joy to 
their Parents, a Pleaſure to their Friends, and a Hap- 
ineſs to themſelyes ; but in a few Years Time, alas! 

hat an unhappy Change is made: Their Parents are 
in Tears; their Friends amaz'd, and themſelves in 
Deſtruction ; Vice, has deceiv'd them, and Sin hath 
led them to Ruin; wherefore, O Youth, be per ſuaded 
to obſerve what is here adviſed, and keep thee from 
Sin. 

24ly. To this End, be carefully diligent in the 
Practice of Piety, which is the ſole Preſervative againſt 
Vice and Corruption; neglect not your Prayers Morning 
and Evening, as advis'd p. 17, 18, 49 of this Book; Read 
the Holy Scriptures frequently and carefully; of the 
great Uſefulneſs and Excellency of which, ſee p. 51 
to 56. but eſpecially the Introduction to the Scripture 
Abridg'd. | 
5 REMEMBER the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy; 
and care fully attend the Worſhip of GOD; but bring 
no Dogs with you to Church; thoſe Chriſtians ſurely 
don't conſider where they are a going, when they 
bring Dogs with them to the Aſſembly of Divine 
Worſhip; diſturbing the Congregation by their Noile 
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and Clamour : Be thou careful, 7 ſay, of this ſcanda- 
lous Thing, which all ought to be advis'd againſt as 
indecent : And being entered into the Houſe of GOD&-. 
compoſe your Mind for the due Performance of the 


! enſuing Devotion by ſerious Meditation and the fol- 
* lowing, or ſome other Prayer, 


W 


— 


15 GOD mercitul Father, the Giver of all good 
= Gifts ; I give Thee humble Thanks for all Thy 
& Mercies and Favours beſtowed upon me from Time 
« to Time; particularly that Thou haſt called me to 
« be a Member of Thy Church Temporal ; and haſt 
« at this Time admitted me into the ſame : Grant, 
© O Lord, I beſeech Thee, that whatſoever good 
* Thing I may hear with my outward Ears, it may 
ebe ſo grafted into my Heart, as daily to pro- 
« duce in me the Fruits of good Living; that leav- 
« ing Thy Church Militant, I may hereatter be made 
«© a Member of Thy Church Triumphant, through 
ce the Merits and Interceſſion of JzsUus CHRIS 7, 
e my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Nz1THER ought you to leave the Houſe of GOD 
without returning Praiſe to Him, in Words Ex- 
preſſive of your Thankfulneſs for the Favour then re- 
ceiv'd z in which you may enlarge or forbear, as Oc- 
caſion requires. 

Cox ERN ING your Behaviour at entering into 
the Houſe of GOD, and while there, ſee p. 12, to 
17. and carefully obſerve what is there advis'd. 

4thly. Wir 1 all thy Might, ſeek to promote the 
Honour of G O D and the Happineſs of thy Fellow 
Creatures, both by Example and Precept, and ſtrive 
for the Truth unto Death, and G O D will aſſiſt thee ; but 
take Heed that your Zeal be according to Knowledge : 
For there is nothing more deſtructive toP1zTY, UNITY, 
and Loys, than an ignorant raſh Zeal; hence it 15, 
that ſo many bitter Quarrels and Animoſities ariſe 
among Chriſtians z caſting " Fire-brands, m"——_— 
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and Death at each other, cenſuring and condemning 
one another as Reprobates : And while each Party ſeeks 
to promote Chriſtianity by pleading for their ownOpi- 
pinions, they take the moſt effectual Way to ruin and 
deſtroy it: An ignorant Zeal is of a raging furious 
per ſecuting Nature, and acts by Power and Force, 
againſt all Oppoſition ; it is implacable againſt all who 
differ in Opinion; cenſuring and condemning them as 
Reprobates, Enemies to GOD, and unfit to live upon 
he Earth; and wants only Power to deſtroy and 
put them to Death; Its Arms are, Fire and Sword. 
But a Zeal according to Knowledge; viz. A true Chriſ- 
tian Zeal, is that which operates by a loving, meek, 
compaſſionate Spirit; whoſe Arms are, Prayer and 
Charity : It is always zealous for GOD's Honour and 
the Happineſs of Mankind; but ſeeks to promote it, 
not by Force and Violence, but by Prayer and. Intreaty ; 
and is always cautious of determining any I hing con- 
cerning another's Condition of what Religion ſoever 
they be; but prays earneſtly for all, that GOD's Grace 
may be known upon Earth and his ſaving Mercy unto 
all Nations: It is willing to do Good to all, and is griev- 
ed at nothing more than Sin, which it always zealouſ- 
See with the uttermoſt Vigour by the Arms of 
ae Stirit; convincing the Sinner of the Error of his 
Ways, by courteous Behaviour, Intreaty, perſuaſive 
Arguments, and ſhewing him the Nature and Danger 
of his Sin. 
Tuus you ſee the great Difference between an igno- 
rant and a true Zeal : They both are greatly moved 
for GOD's Honour; both zealouſly affected in promo- 
ting it, but take direct contrary Means to effect it. The 
One paſſes Judgment itſelf againſt all Oppoſers; They 
are in a State of Damnation: But the Other refers all 
Judgment to GOD, and prays for its Perſecutors : The 
One ſeeks to promote Rei1G10wn by Force and Violence; 
but the Other, by Love and Humanity, A lively Ex- 
2mple of which, we have in S. Paul. View him be- 
| Jore his Converſion; and he breathes nothing but 
| | Threatnings 
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Threatnings and Slaughter againſt all Oppoſers ; and 
thought he did GOD Service by putting them to Fire 
and Sword: Thus dealt he againſt the Chriſtians, 7 le- 
ing exceedingly zealous, ſays he, puniſhed them oft in every 
Synagogue ; compelled them to blaſpheme, and perſecuted 
them even to ſtrange Cities: But after his Converſion to 
Chriſtianity; Oh! What an amazing Change was here? 
The Spirit of Zeal was the ſame; but acted by quite 
different Means: He who before could bear no Oppo- 
ſition z now, ſays he, being reviled, we bleſs being perſe- 
cuted, we ſuffer it and being defamed, we intreat ! He 
who before uſed nothing but Force and Violence againſt 
all Oppoſers, now ſeeks to win them by AMcekneſs and 
Love, and willingly ſubmits to all Things, that he might 
by all Means jave ſome. Thus lovely is a true Chriſtian 
Zeal ; and ſuch muſt yours be, or it will be a Zeal not 
according to Knowledge. 

Sthly. Br always careful not to engage yourſelf ſo 
far in any Buſineſs, as may claſh with your Eternal 


* Intereſt; an Exceſs muſt always be avoided, as making 


even the moſt lawful and neceſſary Things ſinful: Thus, 
ſo to labour as to forget to pray is ſinful ; and fo to 
pray as to forget to labour is alſo ſinful : In like man- 
ner, ſo to eat as to forget Temperance, is criminal; and 
ſo to uſe Moderation as to neglect neceſſary Food is 
alſo criminal: And fo in all other Reſpetts of Life, an 
Exceſs muſt always be avoided as ſinful and dangerous. 
6thly. Bx careful always ſo to ſet your Affections 
upon the Things of this Lite, as upon Things of a pre- 
carious and uncertain Duration, and promiſe to your- 
ſelf the Certainty of nothing; that how ſoever Things 
may happen contrary to your liking, it may rather be 
efteem'd a common Accident than a Diſappointment ; 
1d ſhall it be more tolerably endured by you; and b 
ble to F alſo. 
7thly. UnpzrTaxE no Buſineſs, but firſt duly con- 
fider the End, and ſeek to GOD for a Blefling; always 
returning Thanks for Mercies receiv'd ; and be carecul 


to uſe Grace before and after Meat. See p. 57, to 59. 
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8thly. Bx ready to aſſiſt all to the uttermoſt of your 
Power; doing to them as you would be dealt by your- 
ſelf; and learn to return Good for Evil, always abhor- 
ring Defamation and Reproach as-utterly Unchriſtian, 
how Juſt ſoever your Cauſe may be thereto. 

gthiy. Bx Civil and Courteous to all, and endeayour 
rather to merit Eſteem than to deſire it, always be- 
having yourſelf ſo as that whatloeyer Slander and 
Defamation may be caſt upon you, it may be un- 
deſerved ; and carefully avoid ill Company and Idle- 
nels ; which are Satan's Engines, whereby he lecks 
to tempt unwary Minds to Sin, and bring them to 
Ruin. 

tothly. In Diſputations about indifferent Things, it 
is better to acquieſce, or be ſilent, than to hold an Ar- 
gument of Contention; eſpecially with Arbitrary Per- 
ſons, who will have Things their own Way how con- 
trary {oever to Truth or Reaſon: And farther, Il would 
earneſtly deſire you to have a ſtrict Regard over your 
Words, and keep thy Heart with all Diligence, for out of 
it are the Iſſues of Life We can't but much admire at 
the great Folly of thoſe who hope GOD will pardon 
their vile Oaths and Imprecations becauſe they were 
in a Paſſion, or provoked thereto, whereas there is no- 
thing more vain and weak than ſuch a Preſumption; are 
they willing to be ſo us'd themſelves by. their own Ser- 
vants? By whom being abus'd and reproach'd, Do they 
eſteem it a ſufficient Excuſe from them, to ſay, they 
were in a Paſſion, or provok'd to what they did? No, 
verily; they are thought truly deſerving of Puniſhment 
for that Paſſion ; and he who murders a Man being 
thus out of his Senſes, is judged juſtly worthy of Death 
for it when he is ſober; how then can we ſuppoſe that 
GOD will excuſe that in us, which we condemn in each 
other? But ſome there are, who preſently recal their 
raſh Speaking, with GOD: forgive me; and then they 
think all is well, their Sin is pardon'd ! As though the 
Great GOD was pleas'd with empty Words and Blaſts, 
of Wind, for Sins that require true Contrition and 
ES „ a Sorrow 
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Sorrow of Heart ; be thou therefore always careful of 
ſuch Paſſion as is criminal, or of Words that are ſinful, 
remembring, That by thy Words thou ſhalt be either juſtify'd 
or condemn'd, but labour to let your Converſation be according 
to the Goſpel of CnrisT, and walk as becometh a Chriſtian. 
I 1thly. Berors thy Elders and Superiors, let thy 
Words be few, comprehenſive, and well tim'd; for 
otherwiſe they will not be heard, though never ſo 
much to the Purpoſe ; and be careful of being too 
haſty in anſwering, Les, or No, to what is propoſed or 
asked, before you underſtand it; neither is-1t prudent 
to ſpeak any Thing but what is the real Truth ; leſt 
afterwards, you be obliged with Shame to recede from 
what you ſaid. 
12thly, or Laſtly. Is Matters of Difficulty, and 
Need require, have Recourſe to a Friend; but be care- 
ful whom you truſt as ſuch 5 and get thee not to the 
Wicked; he is no Friend to himſelf, and therefore 
he can be none to thee: But go to the Righteous 
Man, whom thou knoweſt to keep the Commandments, 
and will ſorrow with thee in thy Diſtreſs, and 
readily aſſiſt thee in thy Neceflity ; yet be not too haſ- 
ty to believe every One to be your Friend who profeſ- 
ſes himſelf to be ſuch; for many have been miſerably 
deceiv'd hereby to their own Ruin: He who is diffi- 
cult or makes long Delays in performing Things pro- 
miſled or requeſted, eſpecially when they require nei- 
ther much Time or Expence ; let his Prerences 
of Friendſhip towards you, be what they will, yet 
be well aſſured that they are vain and worthleſs, 
therefore regard them not : Neither is that Advice to 
be much eſteem'd which is given Arbitrarily, viz. Not 
allowing you to Judge of its Reaſonableneſs, but pro- 
pheſying Injury upon its being refuſed ; the Signs are, 
MusT, SHALL, or WouLD, viz. You muſt do ſo and 
ſo, or you'll do amiſs : You ſhall follow my Advice, 
or you'll not proſper : I would have you conſider me 
as a Friend, and not trouble your ſelf about ſuch and if 
ſuch a Thing, but obſerve my Counſel, and X | 
W1 | 
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ought no otherwiſe to be eſteem'd, than the Words 
of a Stranger upon good Examination, appears to be 
uſe ul or not: But he only gives true friendly Ad- 
vice, which ſubmits it to the Judgment and Reaſon of 
the Perſon advis'd for his Approbation, and willingly 
hears any Objections that may be oppoſed againſt it; 
but neither ought you ſo implicitly to follow any Ad- 
vice whatſoever, without firſt well conſidering it; and 
how truly ſoever given and earneſtly preſs'd, yet if the 
Reaſons of your Mind (which is wort to tell a Man more 
than ſeven Counſellers) declare for the Undertaking in 
View ; and the Conſequence be ſuch as warrants your 
Proceeding, as having a Tendency to promote the Ho- 
nour of GOD; the Good of your Fellow Creatures, 
and your own Happineſs; I ſay, in ſuch Caſes, it 
is much more Prudent for a Perſon to follow the 
Dictates of his own Mind, than to hearken to the 
Advice of others; and purſue his Undertaking with 
all Diligence and Care; ſeeking daily Direction and 
Aſſiſtance from GOD, by whole Divine Spirit he is 
mov'd to what he does; neither ought he to be 
diſcourag'd at any Difficulty that may attend it ; 
there is nothing valuable to be obtain'd without 
much Labour and Induſtry; neither are we to con- 
ſult our own Eaſe and Safety ſo much as the Ho- 
nour of GOD and the Good of our Fellow Creatures: 
Doubtleſs Advice given through true Love and ſincere 
Affections, is always deſerving Reſpect for its kind 
Intention; but foraſmuch as it is impoſſible for 
the Adviſer to know what GOD has put in the 
Heart of the Advis'd to do; no Friend ought there- 
fore to be too preſſing in {ſoliciting him to recede 
from his Undertaking, when it is perceiv'd he is 
very unwillingly drawn from it; leſt perhaps ſach 
Advice be found to ftrive againſt GOD, and the 
Good of the Publick, which ought always to be of 
far greater Concern to us, than our own Intereſt, 
or 
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or private Enjoy ments. S. Peter, doubtleſs thought 
he gave great Teſtimony of his Love to CHRIST, 
by offering to defend him againſt the approaching 
bitter Sufferings, he had then declar'd he ſhould 
ſhortly ſuffer at Jeruſalem; Be it far from thee, LORD, 
ſays he, this ſhall not be unto thee: Which Words 
how kindly ſoever intended, yet being improper, 
and too earneſtly preſs'd, met with a ſevere Re- 
buke, Get thee behind me Satan, ſays Curisrt, 
thou art an Offence unto me; for thou ſavoureſt not the 
Things that be of GOD, but thoſe that be of Men, S. Mat. 
XVi. 22, 23. Likewiſe alſo, St. Paul complains much 
of the too preſſing Solicitations he met with, to 
recede from going to Jeruſalem, becauſe of the 
Atfllictions that there awaited him; What mean ye to 
weep, ſays he, and to brake mine Heart; for 1 am 
ready, not only to be bound, but alſo to ſuffer Death 
at Jeruſalem for the Name of the LORD FESUS, 
Acts xxi. 13. Friends therefore would do well from 
| Hence to conſider, that it is not always, from a 
Spirit of Oppoſition or Diſreſpect, that their Advice 
is ſometimes refus'd, how well ſoever deſign'd or 
earneſtly preſs'd; the Undertaking in View is for 
the Honour of GOD, and the Good of Mankind, 
and therefore muſt not be omitted: Theſe Thin 
being remark'd, what remains, O Nah, but that you 
carefully reflett upon and conſider them, which 
with whatſoever has been advis'd, 1s earneſtly re- 
commended, beſeeching you carefully to obſerve 
and practice them; and then, you will moſt aſ⸗ 
ſuredly find what I promis'd, to be true, wiz. 
Of becoming Great and Hourable, for there is no 
| Greatneſs like being Good; and no Honour like 
GOD's Eſteem: Is the Attendant of an Earthly 
Prince Honourable ? How much more the Servant of 
the Living G O D ? Does that Office beſpeak a Man 
Noble and Great, that is implyed abgut Earthly 
Ki gs? How uſfinitely greater ind more noble muſt 
he be, who is implycd in Offices relating to the KixG 
of 
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of Kings and LORD of Lords: Is it accounted a great 
Fayour and Happineſs to be eſteem'd by a Temporal 
Prince, and admitted into his Court ? How unſpeaka- 
bly, greater and more noble is that Fayour and Hap- 
pineſs of being eſteem'd by the Immortal GOD, and 
admitted into his Heavenly Court! wherein are Joys 
larger than can be conceived, and as laſting as the Soul. 
* T vs have I ſhewn you the Way, of being Great, 
Honourable, and Noble, by being Good; and beſeech 
you no longer to be a Child, by rejecting what 
1s here advisd, but now become a Man, by ob- 
ſerving it, and follow that which will make you a 
SAINT; Which glorious Happineſs, as I earneſtly 
long for my felt” ſo do heartily with it to thee: 
And may GOD, the Great and Good GOD, in 
the Knowledge of whom, all Happineſs conſiſt; 
ſo enlighten our Minds by His Divine Grace, and 
aſſiſt us with His Holy Spirit; as that we may daily 
improve in the Knowledge and Practice of thoſe 
Things, as may procure us this ineſtimable Felicity, 
and admit us into His Eternal Kingdom; where 
is Fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſure for evermore : This 
is the humble Requeſt and hearty Prayer of your 
Servant in CurisrT, and Brother in the LoRD; be- 


ſeeching you to join with herein, by the hearty 
Aſſent of, Amen. 225 | 


